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.&qiîîrt for thie IJurpose, liad no existence in the
lirst and brighitest days of the chureh, anti far
ictter that it c have no place now than that it bie
regartiet a., the chief means for making, known
thé' truth and briniging sinniers to Christ. But
àt aliswei s w cli with1 the sects, -%hy flot with us ?
It does not answer weil with the sects, anti neyer
did, and never will. In oui- October issue it
apýeared that the IlMethodist New Connexion"
reporteti as the resuit of the years labor of
32, 808 miumbcr.s, in connection with 563 chapels,
un ùncrvase of oniy 328 members-a miserable
resuit (usider-ingr the numnber of good chapels
and gifted preachers. It was aiso shewn that 65
Baptist cliurches, wvîth 43 settieti ministers andi
3582 miembers, increaseti only 70 in the year.
To these facts; may be added the testimony of
the I3aptist organ, The Freeman-"1 It will, we
îhink,- be uenerallv acknowledged that neither
our Lord .b day services nor sucéh chureli meet-
ings as are connon aînong us, attain the endtive
seek.' To this the ie'-. Charles Vitnce, leading

Baptist niinister of Bir-mingrham, last month
aded the following-, ' Insteati of going beonti,

we have uiot kcpt up with. the ordinary increase
in the number of the peopie. It is a fact that
the church is siniiler in relation to the world
ihan ever it was since Birmnigham was a town.
This Is aiso truc of Liverpool, Manchester, and
Lontion-and by the chturclt I meananil deno-
mitations ouf Chri.stians.** What does this
prove ? That the de-iuniinations cannut make
anroads upon the nuoïk-that, tlieir taetics fail-
that to imitate theun is follv. They bud splen-
did chapels, pay. anti ofteni ov er-pay, educated
preat:hers, and 5et iii the grent work for which
preaching exists they are nearly poiveriess.
Then that f-ar-Seeinsr scribe, the Rev. J ohn Ouni-
ning. P.D. from tihe ]?resbvterian ground lias
overlook-et Babeidom anti deelareti, that "lAil
churches are about to be equaily dissolveti.
Muthodi.,ii I., fitàt brenking up, Independeacy is
tu b be rt'ite Baptists iviil not be spared.
Thi* rea:.t dihaàrgý,ani7.ation of cxibting institu-
tionz, i: the di.,inte«ration of the compound ele-
inonts in order to form a new andi clorious coin-
bination-a church -%here tiiere shall be no
more division-where there shall bc neither
Chiurchmen nor Di-srenters, but Christ and
Christiaus shahl be ail in ai.- Now ive think
tiot much of Dr. Cumming as a propebth
is in ai position tu knoiw sonething of the deno-
miuations aîid their work-, and lie finds theni
ha.teniîzg, tu their end, that a useful, new, and
glorioas combiuation niay come in. "Lo-jt it
corne qxiickzlv,* shouhd heo ur response. For
ursc.Ives we will kiiow - nis' Christ rind Chiris-
tiaus"-

Tlicre is vet -tnathe.- fact ini history boaring
upon th- mialter in hand-the periods of hife,
%1or and sucesshae been thuse svhich have
j'recedied tho' cuminig of fine bauilding~s andi schol-

asUc tîratuir.. IIa'ir atiienit li%% Ùbeen always
l'.iohloed lis'v eans anti tecas'j. Christianity
aXs ut %VzLî '%t the first is the first exampie. When
ail weire .ru'achers andi rond and rive1 -sitie fu-
nishiet li,*'iees 1. tru rth triumphk:d. We

temples beesme churehes,"1 the clergy minis-
tered anti worltilings aped the Christian in foi-ms
and ceremonies, conversion became a rare work.
When Methodism and Wesley matie thousantis
of converts, statehy ehapeis, coilegos, andi
l)reachers of modern stamp "'vere flot withiuz
reaeli. When these caine, tiien the old measuro
of success was no ionger-the present genera-
tion en oniy finti it in history. Mormonisni
came iii upon us. (a dark anti evil thing) anti
observing the conditions of successful propa
gandism it speedily claimed its tens anti hundreds
of thousnnds. It may, perhaps, be saiti that it
has not, and neyer hinti, one decent chapel in tue
iand-its pi-cachers avowed their dishelief iii
dictionaries and, speaking, by the Holy Spirit,
they coulti not be trammelled by ruies of gra-ar
mar, yet they do a nîighty work and their labors
are erowned %with suec'ess. Let truc ,-hristian
Reformors profit by these facts. Let there be
no ieaning to modern flesh-pots. The more
cloquent and educated proclaimers Nve c:un bring
into the field the better. Let their bo one or
more in every town and ,oodl houses to invite
the peophe to, but lot these be heid as not essen-
tial to success-not neeessary to great suecess
in coaverting sinners, but oniv as additionnl
helps, to ho lawfuily desirei 'aund thankfuliv
nccepted.

0f the thing-s ive have written this is the sum
-Let the saints gather for wrship in the most
suitable place they can provide. If thev have
speaking talent that wiil command an audience,
let theni invite the publie at stated periods to
listea to the gospel-if without such talent, let
them meet for 'usorship, not once a week merely,
but often. Lot pi-aise and prayer breathe forth
the longmings of the soul, and let every man andi
every woman go to the outcast and pcrishine.
crvîug, Come to Christ and then to us. Thus
will resuits be realizeti, snch as fine buildings,
well-trnined choirs, collegos, and fin;shed Puipit
orators nover will produce. This Christian
Methoduým we want, anti without it the Lord'::
work cannot be dune.

A BLA~CK CLOu-D.-A black clouti makes the
traveler mend his pace, anti mind lis homne:
whercas a fair day and a pleasant way waste luis
time, andi tlzat steaieth away bis affections in the

p rospet of the country. l{owever otiliers may
tink of it, yet I take it as a mercy, that now

aud then some cloutis corne between me anti my
suni, and rnany times some troubles do conceal
my comforts; for I percieve, if I shiould tinti
too mach friendship in imy inin, inm pilgriunage,
I shoulti forgot my father's huse and xny lieni-
tage.-Lucas.

OrNzion.-0pinions, says D'Aubigne, in bis
Historv of the Reformation, make their silent
progreas like the waters that trickle behind oui-
rocks and hoosen them, fromn the mountains on
which they i-est; suddenly thse hitiden opera tion
is reveaieti, anti a single day suffices to lay bai-e
the wsork of y7ens-s, if' fot of centuries.


