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4ESUS IN THE BOUSE 0F MARTHA
AND MARY.

let, Trne Chrustians are différent in& tem-
Perament and character. Cbristianity doesnot
change the temperament, it only modifies and
Q~evates it. -Like the wild Plant transplanted
iuto a garden; or as a wiid olive engrafted
luto a good tree remain stili the saine species,
tbough mncb improved sud rendered more
fruitful. The character of Martha and Mary
illuStrate this. Martba was, naturally active,
tStirring and impulsive; feeling strongly, sud
ePeaking out ail sbe feit. Mary was alwayla

ofa contemplative turu of mmnd, feeling
eepîfy sud saying less than sbe felt. Inas-

"unCh as grace reigned in their heurts, they
ab"wed the effect of grace ut different turnes,
%4àd in different wuys. Grace iutensified their
d1ifferent dispositions, and made them more
lke tbemaselves.

S3tier conjectures that one object is to sup-
ely a serviceable caution aguinst the ideathat
4etiv9e working charity, like that of the good
F301laritan, ivas the only way to serve Christ,
ý4~d to show that sitting still sud bearing is
Jnet 88 usefulmi its season as relieving dis-

trýd people. e says, I s not the inmost
fundamental thougbt of the words directed to

basY Martba, a warning against the tendency
an"I unquiet, bustling character? ' Do,' was

the Word of the Lord iu the parable of the
good Samnaritun; but now Hie sys, ,'rest.'-

D not forget the bearing in tby mucb
doing.'',

2n'd. What a sare to our soula the «ires
' 'hiS world may b, if allou'ed tu take tep

u ch attention, ver. 40. Martba's desire
t evkýc ber bospitality to Christ was com-

luelldabîs enougb in certain limnite; but ber
t'leeuive zeal for temporal provision made

hefor the time, forget tbe tbings of ber

6wol' 8]he a8cumbered about much aeriving.

a ulu rte Greek word, so trans-
'%tý Ieanliteralliwas drawn about-

4NFigY at b~er uiaier, and4 deuired
%a the 9 l4d &mre witl lier. She

aroke.out into openeomnplaint-" Lord'" said
he, _., dost thon not care that mY sistçr bath

Left me to serve alone, bid ber therefore that

ilie help me? In s0 saying, this boly womnn
sadly forgot what she was, and to whom she
was speaking. She brought down on berself

a ibolemu rebuke, and was led to leuru a lesson
wbich probably made a lusting impression.

3rd. Christ's rebuke tu Mfartha, ver. 41.

Like a skilful physician he detects the diseuse,
and faithfülly applies the appropriate remedy.
Christ reproves ber for the intenseness of ber
care, ' -Thon art careful, and troubled," and

for the extensiveness of it, "labout many
things."

4th. Whut high commendation our Lord

Jesus Christ pronounecd un Mhary's citoice:
[That good pa.rt.1 This is a generul ex-

pression, and meant to be interpreted with a

reference to the conduct of Mary ut the time

when ber sister interposed. She was choosing
soul-benefit. She was seeking more grace.-
She was striving after nearpr aîid dloser com-
munion with God and His Christ. This was
the portion whicb she preferred. to everything
else, and to whicb she was willing for a time

to postpone ail enrthly care. Those who seek
sncb a portion shall neyer be disappointed.-
Their treasure shuil neyer be takien froin them.

lu leaving this passage, we shonld be cure-

fui not to falI into the error of tbiuking slightly

of Martbu's grace, or speakiug, us somne de
occasionally, ns if the good womati had no

grace ut ail. This is a grave error. In the
day of afflic'tion Murtha's grace shone clearly
und brigbtly. There isburdly atiy eouifesion
iu ail the four Gospels, of our Lordl's officel

whicb will compare witb thut which she made
in tue eleventh chapter of John.

LESSONS TO lýEARN-

1. Think of the poverty of Jesuis. He bad
no bouse of bis own. Matt. vii. 20. lie wus
hearing the curse due to sin-destitution is

part of thut curse. '2 Cor. viii. 9 ; Gal.
iii. 12.

12. Botb Martha aud Mary loved Jesus.-

.Eacb expresFed ber love in ber own way.
' Martba received bim into ber own bouse-
inistered unto him of ber substance.' Mary

listeiied to 'the gracions worde tbat proceedod
ont of bis mouth.' Wberever there is lov~e
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