THE .GOOD

Babbath School Lessons.
November 29, 1863.

JESUS IN THE HOUSE OF MARTHA
AND MARY.

m—

1st. T'rue Christians are different in tem-
Perament and character. Christianity doesnot
change the temperament, it only modifies and
?leVates it. - Like the wild plant transplanted
o & garden; or as a wild olive engrafted
lnto a good tree remain still the same species,
though much improved and rendered more
fmitful. The character of Martha and Mary
‘n}lstrate this. Martha was, naturally active,
8lirring and impulsive; feeling strongly, and
Speaking out all she felt. Mary was always
of a contemplative turn of mind, feeling
deeply and saying less than she felt. Inas-
Much as grace reigned in their hearts, they
showed the effect of grace at different times,
‘Pd in different ways. Grace intensified their
Ufferent dispositions, and made them more
like themselves.

Btier conjectures that one object is to sup-
Dly‘a serviceable caution against the ideathat
8ctive working charity, like that of the good

AMaritan, was the only way to serve Christ,
80d to show that sitting still and hearing is
JUst ag useful in its season as relieving dis-
fllndampeople. He says, “Is not the inmost

ental thought of the words directed to

U8y Martha, a warning against the tendency

8N unquiet, bustling character? ‘Do, was
gOZ:ord of' the Lord in the parable of the
Dy Samaritan; but now He says, *rest.—

Oingn.?t forget the hearing in thy much
o fztl;:!' What a snare to our souls the cares

o s world may be, if allowed to take up

Much attention, ver. 40. Martha’s desire
eg;mce her hospitality to Christ was com-
wdable enougl in_certain Limits; but her
,e;f, f;vre t‘lz]ea.l. for temporal provision made
Soul, ghq ; time, forget the things of her

as cung a8 dc-u_mbercd about much serving.
la 4 m ea:r elitegl*; Greek word, so trans-
%ﬂctgd, h ly,—~was drawn about—

I

hm‘ #as gugry at her sister, and desired
Tord should agree with her. She
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broke.out into open complaint—* Lord,” said
she,  dost thou not care that my sister hath
left me to serve alone, bid her therefore that
she help me? 1In so saying, this holy woman
sadly forgot what she was, and to whom she
was speaking. She brought down on herself
a solemn rebuke, and was led to learn a lesson
which probably made a lasting impression.

3rd. Christ's rebuke to Murtha, ver. 41.
Like a skilfal physician he detects the disease,
and faithfully applies the appropriate remedy.
Christ reproves ber for the intenseness of her
care, “Thou art careful, and troubled,” and
for the extensiveness of it, ‘ about many
things.”

4th. What high commendation our Lord
Jesus Christ pronouneed on Mary's choice:

[That good purt] This is a general ex-
pression, and meant to be interpreted with a
reference to the conduct of Mary at the time
when her sister interposed. She was choosing
soul-benefit. She was seeking more grace.—
She was striving after nearer and closer com-
munion with God and His Christ. This was
the portion which she preferred to everything
else, and to which she was willing for a time -
to postpone all earthly care. Those who seek
such a portion shall uever be disappointed.—
Their treasure shall never be taken from them-

In leaving this passage, we should be cure-
ful not to fallinto the error of thinking slightly
of Martha’s gmcé, or speaking, as some de
occasionally, as if the good woman had no
grace at all. This is a grave error. In the
day of affliction Martha's grace shone clearly
and brightly. "There 1shardly any confession
inall the four Gospels, of our Lord’s offices
which will compare with that which she made
in tne eleventh chapter of Joho.

LESSONS TO LEARN,—

1. Think of the poverty of Jesus. He had
no house of his own. Matt. vii. 20. He was
bearing the curse due to sin—destitution i8
part of that curse. 2 Cor. viii. 9; Gal. '
iii. 12.

" 2. Both Martha aad Mary loved Jesus.—
Each expresced her love in her own way.
* Martha received him into her own house—
ministered unto him of her substance.” Mary
listened to ‘the gracious worde that proceeded
out of his mouth.” Wherever there is love



