BOCKS AND NOTIONS.

FREE
SCHOOL BOOKS IN TORONTO.

HE SYSTEM of free

for rchools [[HT]

Leen  Introdueed
onto and something done.  ‘The re-
tallers were nllowed to place  thelr
«tock tn the hands of the publle sctiool
board, and 1o recelve for these hooke
the wholesnle price.  Thue they have
been properly relleved. At prescot
tenders have been called for and re-
celved for supplylng text-hooks necek.
wnry for the use of the public schools
untll June 30th, 1898. ‘I'enders are to
specity the dixcount to be :nade on
the regular retatl price of the hooks.

The aystem of distrlbution adopted
wuk the reanlt of the observations of
Mexsrs. W D, Macpherson and J. 1.,
Hughes, who vistted Boston, 1°all Riv-
er, Brooklyn, New York, and Saruto-
&, The following Iy an extract from
thelr report.

The free text bhook systemy hing been
compulsory throughout the state of
Massuchuketts for seven years, but it
has been o voluntary operatlon n
many pliacea for a longer perlod. It
has been §1 use in 1'all River for nine.
teen yeurs aund tn New York for over
fitty yenrs.  Wo found that very con.
uiderable differences exiated In the sys.
tems In practice in tho citles named,
each having sowme speclal feature pe-
culiar to itself, and after carefully con.
sldering all the information and sug-
gusations recelved, we Weg lenve to
recommend the following regulations,
forms and record books ax sultable for
adoption by the Toronto Publie School
Doard :

Then followed the regulations, ‘The
maln provislons are as follows :

It will be the duty of erch uxslstant
teacher to prepare at tho close of
each termn am estimate of the new
books required for use In her c¢lass
during the cnaulng term, and submit
it to the principal.

The principal of ench xchool will pre.
pire u requlaitlon on the secretary of
tdie School Board at the close of coch
term, showing the books required for
use In his or her sehool duringg the next
term.,

The requisitions from the various
nchools must e prepared by one  of
the inspectors before they aro filled
hy the secretary.

The deeretary will, on the opening
duy of ¢ach term, send to cach achool
the books ordered at the close of the
preceding termt and passed by one of
the luspectors,

Each principal will keep an account
book showing the books on hand at
the cloae of the year ending In June
of each year; the number of books re.
celved during the year; books re-
turned during the year: hooks to be
accounted for nt the close of the
year ; books misslng, {f any : hooks on
hand at the cluse of theyear; number
of worn out books returned at the end
of the year, bhooks on hand fit for use,
Each teachier will keep the samo kind
of stock nccount for her own class.

Each principal and teacher wiil re-
cord the numes of all puptla {n his or
her class, aud enter opposite to each
pupil's nnme the hook supplied to him
or her.

All books materlaly fnjured, destroy-
cd or loat must be replaced by  the
puplls to whom they are loancd.

Puplla will be responsible to thelr
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own teachers, teachers to thele prin.
cipala, and prinelpals to the School
tonrd for any loss or destruction of
text books loaned to them,

No books should be returned at any
thue to an asslstant teacher, o prin.
cipal or the secretary ot the School
Bourd without o recelpt being given
by the teacher or officer reeviving them.

The seerctary will receive returncd
books from principals only, and the
principal from assistany teachers only.

Teachers will label, or cause to be
inbetled, with the abel supplied by the
School Board, ull text Looks recefved
In thelr reapective clusses, They will
aleo seo that all the text books are
ecovered properly with the cover sup-
pited by the School Board.

Tenckers mny allow puplls to tuke
home the hooks required for study.

Pupils or teachers who have to re-
store books jost or destroyed by thelr
negleet will be allowed to  purchake
them at the secretary’s oftlee at the
price paid LY the School Board.

Text books In hiomes in which con.
tngions Jiscnses exist must bo dellv-
vredd to the medical bealth offteer, and
new books fssuced LY the seeretary to
the pupiis from whom they were taken,
on producing a proper receipt from
tho medical heualth oftlcer.

hurjug the last week of each term
no text books will be ullowed out of
the sehool room,

On the day before the close of the
term all bookn loaned to puplis will
Le collected and cach pupll eredited
with tiie books returned.

At the clost of ench term the books
tn cach room will be carcfuily cxam-
{ned by the principal, and those unflt
for usc bound fn a parcel, which wlill
Le returned to the sccretary.

The principal of ench schiool will
wake out at the close of cach term a
stutement showing the number of
hooks unfit for use fn cach class fu his
or her achiool.

‘The gecretary wihll keep two books
in connectjon witli the issuc of froe
text books ; one a stock book show-
ing the total number of books pur.
chased, the books delivered to the sev-
eral achools, the books returned, the
hooks rebound, and the books on hand
at the close of the year; and the other
a ledger, 1u which an account will be
kept with cach school, showlng the
books issued, the books new and okl
returned, and the books still on hand
In each school.

This shows how the system works,
and  further developments  will  be
watchied with jonterest, especially by
booksellers, whose trade is, to a cer-
tuin extent, dependent on the result
of this experiment by n Canadian city.

Since the above was written the
Printing and Supplics Committee of the
Public School Board opened the ten-
ders for the supply of text books. As
the law fixes the prices at which these
hooks shall be aold, the tenders were
all the same, though thers ‘was a
alight dlilerence it the discounts for
cash. After an anlmated discussion
the contract wus awarded to Gage &
Co. at the followhg figures : Hamblin
Sinlth's Algedbra, 80c¢. ; Todhunter's Ele-
mentary Algebra, 50c.; Smith & Mae-
Murchy’s Advanced Arithmetle, 13c.;
Publlc 8chool Grammar, 25¢.; High
School Qrammear, 76¢c.; Hamblin
Smith's Geometry, bouks 1.8, 40c.;
Todhunter'a Geometry, books 1.3,
40¢. ; Todhunter's Geometry, complete,
76¢. ; Publle School History, old work,
88¢. ; Public S8choo! Hlstory, new work,

30, 3
part 2,
20¢. 5 third book, Uie.;

Ontavio renders, part 1, 1o0c.:
2¢. ; part 3, £Ge. ; sccond hook,

fourth bouk,
40¢. ; high gehool reader, 60e, A dix.
count of 25 per cent. and 10 per cent,
net cash 30 days will be allowed in all
casen, except on the Ontarfo readers.
On these the discount will be 25 per
cont. and o per cent. net, unless  they
ure purchased fn 81,000 lots, when
10 por cent. will be glven,  All hooks
will bo delivered ant the schools hy the
contractora,

ILLUSTRATED CHRISTMAS
NUMBERS.

Iant. year the teade In fHustrated
unmbers was {mmense aud surparsed
all previous years,  The great demand
for these papers lust year has had n
strong eflect on the retallers® anxious.
uess to buy this scuson’s productions.
Orders are being placed much carller
and are more numerous and more
bulky. J.aust year moat of the num-
bers were out early, and the trade
were thus enabled to disposv of them
before the real rush of the holiday
trade began, and this was very pleas-
fng and profitable.  Orders are gen-
erally fllled In rotation, according to
the date of thelr recelpt, aud heuce
dealers who desire to get these papers
early must order carly. Prompt at-
teution to ‘this matter may prevent
vexatious delay-.

1t i8 not known yet what the forth-
coming numbers will be like, but the
publishers are making good proinises,
and no doubt they will equal and in
Mokt cases surpass the publications
for the holiday scason of '01. It is
reasonable to expect this because the
advance in the arts of printing and
lithographing has ULeen rapld and
continuous and the publications shounld
show the advance that has been mnde.
Morcover, the fncrensiug sale should
enable the publishers to  secure better
reading matter and to spend more on
the fllustrations which are to Le eni-
bodied in the number. The Jending
papera will undoubtedly be the Ladles’
Plctoral, The London News, The Gra-
phic and The Flgaro.

Perhaps nothing {s more suitable for
canvassing for trade than these il-
lustrated numbers.  Every  dealer
should keep before him u blank form
aud enter all his orders on it, giving
the name of the person ordering, the
different papers ordered, and the num-
bers wanted, Every customer who
is a probable purchaser should be

asked to place his order so that a suf- *

{lolent number may be procurced. The
dealer cannot bLegin too early at this
work, and behind the counter he can
do n great deal of canvausiug without
dolug anything that will seem out of
the way. Not only will this secure
the dealer's leud over Liis competitors,
but it will enable hiin 1o guoge the de-
mand {n a fairly accurate maunner, es-
pecially after the sample coples’ have
bLeen recelved.  Xvery copy left oveg
means a serious 10x3, and curelessnesy
{n ordering may be ouite expensive.
This may be all avolded by carcful
canvaasing of customers {n tho store,
and outslde, also, if convenient. The
retaller who <loes the most canvassing,
supposing it to be douo Judiciously,
will reap tho largest reward. Very
often o customer ia plensed when the
dealer anticipates his or hier wants,
and many persons may be bound more
closcly as customers by such judiclous
trentment.
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