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"FRESH AIR AS A MRANWS OP GRAOE."
We have ju<t been reading an article in an exclange paper-the New

York Ie(itit-under this heading, and the subject brouglit forward is
of suli iniprtanice, that e deei no apology necessmary in bringing it be-
fore our readers. O late our congregationîs have erected mrany new
churciest, not a few of thv exhibiting a very narked improvement in the
style of architecture, and ini general appearanee and comafort, on the build-
ings forierly ereeted flir the worship of God. We congratulate ie con-
giegations that have erected these buildings, and ve cougratuilate the
Uhurch at large, on the improved style of chuiCli architecture every-
wlheet to be seenî. We rejoice at seeing neat, commrnodious, tastefully-
dlesid îand well-executed b.uildngs sprinuging up in our cities and towns,
and V% en in) oui country vi lies. They are a token fror good, an indication
ofirwing tastec, and, what i ore, of growing liberality.

%', Iave no teaon to believe that the churches recenitly openied are defec-
tivei the umatter of ventilation. Bit it isa notoriols lictt-iatmalincIy huirches,
in othere rea.pect'sallthatecoulId be desiroed, aiedef'ecti ve ithis respect. Wesub-
join a fewpargraphs fromn the article to which we have already referred

"ILt is ot fron want of reverence that we asociate freish air with means
of grace, but frot a deep conviction that there is a more intiniate relation
betweten-it then than is usuully supposed. Services of prayer and praise
eau he better performed if the body be in a healthy condition; htence,
•vlwatever teids to weaken or to oppress it muiust, to a greater or lesm extent,
inte fre vitl the legitimate workings of what aire called ineans of
grace; whiile whatever tends to presere Lte bodily strength, becomîes, in
like manner, a help o tIiose meanîs. The connection betweein muan'us ma-
terial andti spiritual natures is too oftenl overtlked; there can be no reli
hîealthy progress unless bti aro recognized. Bring togetlier a company
of peopfle to listen to a ser non, and to join in other religious services, and
put lthem in a position ut positive discoinfot, where they will be peretu-
ally emzinuded of the subjection of' the longing souot1 to the weakiess of the
boty. and what wonder if the exercises becomtue wearisomne and barren of
prmofit True, devout hearts can woruîship God anywliere; but. they will
have m uore eijoymiuentt auw'l profit in the service if they cati flrget for a
wvhile the impri.souinmen't of the soui itn the lody.

Manuv a good sermon hts ben spoiled for want of fresh air auring iLs
de'.iver. Theu preacher ias felt hieavy antd the people drowsy; the one,
perhaps, blaimling his tioek for istlesness, and the otier findiig fault withî
the mtimîuster Ior beinîg mnîîiîteresting; while ail the time the fault was in'
the foul air. Wlo las not noticed the deadeninr effects of bad air in a
pravel' imeeting, wiein held, as suchm oftenl are, in the basement of
a churcl-a roou usualiv built with height of eviling absurdly low in pro-
portion Lo its size? Ii .uch a place, fuil of people, tie air becomes vitia-
ted iii a few inultiates, anîd every breailh iilîzded after that is poison. We
have no doubt that many ministers have broken down in l heatlti and gonîe
to premature grave< hy reaston of preaching -and praying, niglt after nglht,
for weeks at a time, in badly ventilated iooms

Arhitect, bîuilding committees, trustees and sextons, ought to have
somne one t remind them perpetually that fresh air is a vital neccssity in
churcies. Better do without abuîîost anything else tian tiis. A living
Gospel ougit never to be preached in a dead atîiospliere. Give us plenty
of pure air, aud the preaclers will preach bett er, the bretliren wili pray
better, the people will ting better, ail our ncetings will be betterattended.
and followed by better coisequences."


