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holv water sprinkled on him by the
Bishop or Avehbishop, preparatory to his
Euster rejoicings. He will practice hard-
fer ausierity in winter with a snow bath.
In the garrison town of Tidis the soldiery
pracaed to church for a’solution. There
is no detalling of slusg, but a form of gen-
ernl confesgion, s pronouncing of the
formula of the faith. The priest makes
over each the sign of the cross, the peni-
tent prostrates three times, knocking his
forehead on the stone floor, kisses the
holv pictures all round, aad going forth
gives u coin to one of the crowd of heg-
gars waiting  outside, and he is duly
shrived. Waomen, dressed in the height
of madern fashion, go through the same
ordeal. The penitental Pralms are sung
by the choir at intervals, and the singing
is of a high order. The deep bass of the
priests mingling with the treblex and
tepors of boys and men require no organ
to fill the harmony, and the pure air of
the steppes seems to be favorable to the
formation of rich, clear voices. At one
part of the service the choir utters the
wands, “Guarpade pomilve nas,” (Gud
hatve merey on ug) beginning slowly and
rising ta 2 quicker repetition thau the
enr ean fullow,

From within the “ jconastasis,” or altar
sereen, comes n deep mysterions hass
vf)l(-v, all in the dark, which heightens
the mystery. The priests march to and
frooutside, giving the liturgical rexponses
and swingime their censers. The pros.
trations of the crowd remind one of a
cotton mill in mation.  When the deep
the dim  chancel

vuice from  within

ceases, 3 soldier stepe forth and cries
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fifty times as fast as possible, “Slava
Bogu ™ ( GI;)ry to God!) and the service is
over,

No lighted tapers are carried at this
service. But from 6 p.m. on Euaster Eve
the towns and churches are flooded with
light. ‘The tapers are all of the same
length and burn about the same time,
and mensure the length of a service. You
are suppused to remain while it burns,
aud to have completed yonr-worship when
it goes out,

Euster is a time of social feastings, of
going round to all the churches, of
dramatic ceremonial in the churches, of
wild exuberande of spirits, a good deal
fustered by ardent spivits, for drunkeu-
ness in of all countries the crying sin of
Russin; but Eanster in Russis must formn
the subject of & future letter. We are
touching somewhat upon the peculinrities
of sister churches, but chiefly upon those
common bonds of faith, hope, and love,
which mzy at nodistant time envelope the
whole familyin a happy reunion.

Politics enter toe much into the
methods of all, by which I menn the self
The
world and the churchare, or should be,
This
is oneof the evils of “ Church and State,”

interests of civil , governmeants.

ruled by very different principles,

or let ux say ratiier »f State and Church.
In ademocratic nation 1his evil is mini-
mized.

ignorance of the masses for its own ends,

But in Russia the State uses the

and many old traditions and eustoms of
Pagan origin are made the occasion for a
military display of power.- Perhaps it
will hardly be.qeetted that the worship
of *Diana of the Ephesiani, and the



