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o'vil difficulties over the Transvaal fronm 1899 to 1902, and the
titanic Russo-Japanese wvar. Probably of the two, there lias
been no rnonientunm in nmadern tir-nes whichi lias afforded us
as a nation so rude an awakeningr froni the self-satisfied drift
into whichi we hiad glided as the South African \Var.

The rcvelations in regard to aur Arrmy, made public in
thie Contemporary Review for January 1903, wvere unpleasant
disclosures. Sir Frederick Maurice an that occasion, and also
since, muade a strong impeachmuent of the national Iîealth,
assertin g, amiong otler allegrations that 6o% of the young
mien -%vho had volunteered ta serve tlieir country wvere found
at the end oie two years service ta be "nmisfits" and incapable
of bearing arms an accaunlt of defective physiquc. The state-
mients muade at the tinie in regard ta the virility and mianhoad
of tlic Nation wvere of sa disturbing and disquieting a nature,
and flie appeal for lighit and guidance ta the great niational
boards of hiealth was deercd. ta be of sa urgent a character,
that iii September 1903, the Inter-Departmien cal Carnnîittec
an phvsical deteriaratian wývas appainted by the Lard Presi-
dent of the Council. Ini July 1904, the Coinit4tee issued its
repart, and it is "lest we forg,ýC' that I venture ta cail atten-
tion ta the embodirnent and the resuit of its recomminendations.

It wavuld be a platitude ta reiterate the statemient that
the repart shauld be carcfully read by every persan in this
country holding even the least important of public offices:
miore cspccially should it be fanilliar ta the gre at body af
teachers, ta wvhom its direct recammnen latons niake peculiar
dlaim, as the continuons note throughaout is for an "educative
impulse" which shail L-ring horne the gravity af the issue and
tlhc extent ta whlichi it is passible thraughi "educative effort"
ta make effective the findiný- of the repart, backcd up as it
was by sa mucli expert opinion.

It ha-, been truly said that the State supports educatian-
for everywhere are its hieraphants, officiais and ninistrs-
and the secular amni punishes resistance ta its dlaims; yet. I
amn personally convinced frorn sanie experience that "educa-
tian" s0 called, lias been a pateiît factor iii thîe production of
rnisfits. It is naw lioped, lîowever, tlîat we arc an the confines
of a rcva!utian in tliis respect, and it is nat rny present abject


