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Cancer is greatly on the increase, and reliable statistîcal ini-
formation is at hand in support of that opiniion. " After ýa1 'dùe
nec-essary corrections," says the Biishb Medical Journal, " therc
is an enorm-ous increase iii the registered mortalitv Lv oin italig-
nant disease in all civilized countries hiaving a complete register
of causes of death."

" f London alone," says Dr. Caldw'ell Smnith, Il the eauver
d('*-atlu rate lias iincreased from 635 pcr 100,000 to 95 pcr 100,000
iii five years; in fifty years it more than doublcd. Observer. have
rcmnarkcd that the, inevease is chiefly froni viscer-ai. canceer."

The cancer death rate in Engcland and Wales lias in1creased
bet.ween four and five ties in flfty years.

On1 this side of the Atlantic the question of flic iincrease of
cancer lias been carefully gene into by Warren, of Boston, aud
Roswcll Park, of Buffa]o-and no nien in America, *you ivili admiit,
arc more conupetent to conduct an investigation of tlîis nature-
and the conclusion arrived at býy both, independently of caei
other, is in favor of increase.

Thle State Board of I-ealth of IMassachusetts says: "-ENwrv
ýeCar thiere isan increase in the reports to tlic State of the i:ttilelt*
of deatlis frorn cancer, even -%vhen allowance is made for agre ajid
greater population." A.nd Professor lloswell Park, speakiag of
bis native State, says: " If for flhc next ten vears the relative
(lcath rates are naintained , we shail find that ten years frein nio\
there wvil1 1be more deaths, in New York State from cancer thai
fromn consumptien, smnallpox and ty1 )hoid fever combinedl."

Statisties in Canada are as yet too incomplete to be of muedu
valuie, but the expei'ience of hospital physicians and surgei)m.3 is
to the effeet that cancer in Canada is greatly o1 flic increilse. It
hias been said by those whio do not sh-are this vien, that Il a s-i-
geen's personal experie-nce is often rnisleading, as cases ii whid!î
lie is specially interested are constantly being sent te Iimii by'
h'iends and former pupils, and one case brings another froin
amneng the public." Tlmat view I have taken carefully into con-
sideration, but I arn the more inpressed as te the greater fre-
qucncy of cancer than forrnerly, and as te its steady increase,
from observation outside of my own speial field cf labor.

And whulile the fell disease is on flic increase, mnedicine lias
ell'eeted littie save by co-operating with surgery, to enable flic
knrifc, witli ail flic safeguards asepticism can secuve, te penetrate
parts cf the body hithei'to regarded as beyond its reacu.

The internal specifle treatmnent of cancer, eitlher local or
general, has rarely been without elaimanits te the possession of
some special k-nqvledge-of a remedy-knowledge claimned te have
been acqîîired, inherited, or revealed. I slioild net be disposed
te treat at ail sei'iously tlic. daims of these wbio prctend te uurc


