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.hthotnty, which latter is 0reneml]y considered to ‘be
- a modern “innovation; but cnrlounly enough, it. is
recorded -of Ammonius who- ﬂounshed somewhere
about wo' hundred years ’oef‘ore ‘Christ, “that he
invented and used an instiument for crushing stones
in the bladder ? ‘But to detailall the brilliant results
. of ‘surgery would occupy too much time. Probably
it is the brilliancy of these great operations attract the
_ mind of the student to the exclusion ‘of these opera-
tions in minor siirgery which are” most commonly
méb with, and which constitute the bulk of surgery.
As miuch skill and judgment is required in these
. minor details “as is* required to perform 2. great
operation, the success of which is often depcnding
upon the careful attention to minutize as to the opera-
tion itself. The operation nuay be “suceessful, but
the ratient may die. from' some minor neglect and
thus bring discredit upon the whole proceeding.
* Th obstetrics we have an instance of an art rescued
from degradation by the advance ol' civilization: At
 ome timie it Wwas regarded by the profession as being
bencath the dlo'mty of man to have anything to do
with it.  But as valuable lives often depended upon
_ the skill of the accotcher the pubhc demanded that
© sofhething better than'old wives expenence should be
furnished, ” The removal of the sennment'tl preju-
dice against men attending confinements cle‘n*ed the
way for tke efforts Whleh have heen made to give
‘thls artits proper position, and 'lmong 1ts followers
‘e have the names of 1nd1v1duals, ‘such as Sir J. T,
: Sunpson, who have been prominent in dlscovery aud
who havé done much for "medical ‘science.. The
advocates of female: medical “education base their
claims for the entrance of women into the professmn
. elueﬁy on this braneh, and bnnw as proof the fact
that in all centuries and among all classes Women
have been the obstetrlc attendautQ - This has been
‘the case for the reason that man- consuiered it be-
neath his dignity, and especlally from the fact that
- inall uncnnhzed races “the hf‘e of a‘woman bears but
" little value, " This’ ‘practice of employmn; women
" Srould be apt - to continue as. civilization" advanced;
because it would taLe time to foree people to see the
)necessuy of ehanrre It was ‘not' till the’ snpenor
- emhzatmn of the" Romans that men were first
B employed and the' greater the cunhzatwn the more
‘men will you find as. accouchers."
‘lives of women of more value but from their modes
‘of lwmg, greater d1fﬁcult1es oceur, while' among
! shvages labour is’ ‘an easy ploccss, and therefore the
.Vemployment of od women- midwives-is going. out of
- fashion.

. Not only are the.

Any old, w1fe Who ha.s had ﬁve or six’

children thmks shie is. cap'lble of taking ehzu«re ‘of :).~
case, and after a uoriinal attendarice upon’ lectures :
the matter of which, being above her comprelxensxon,
she cannot understand is f'urmshed with a- heense to
practice. I-am not opposed to the - employment of -
women in these cases, there are many among ' the -
poor, who cannot afford to pay a nurse as well as .a’
doctor ; bub less “ignorance should be séen tn'm at
present so that difficulties would be early detected
and a doctor obtained, for the - skilled - aceoucher
observes and is” able to- 1ect1fy4d‘m<'erous eondltlons
at an- early stage.  If we could tabulate the expe:,
rience of physicians we would, I have no- doubt, find-
that their most difficult cases have- come to them .
through the hands of a midwife. Your success in -
life will largely depend upon the. manner in Wluch

you conduct this department, equcmlly in countryi

practice ; you will have'to pass before a self-constituted -
board of matrons. Many a man his commenced a.
successful carcer by the verdict thus given and many*
have met with disappointment. . Tlll within a very
late perlod the " diseases peculiar o Women were

almost unknown, but so much has lately been addedi
to our Lnow‘edve ‘of them, that you will find- your- .
Selves called upon to attend a lame numbe1 of such

cases almost daily. 'Of the remaining portron of.
your studies a-few words may suffice. Medlcal Juris-

prudence is often followed as .aspecialty as it seldom"
Jfalls to the lot of the, general practlt,loner to be

engaged. in cases which require an expert's dl.cmon :
Dxeeptmo at mquests you will seldom be reqmred

to-give an opinion mvolvmer the ‘life of a- fellow -
being. " On the other hand, Hygiene will ‘Tequire
much “of yonr' attention. ' ““Prevention is better

than cure,” and. as many diseases are preventable,'
and the public are now aware of the fact, you will*
often be called upon to -advise measures to'stamp’
out epidemic and other disorders. . The." -apathy

which clings to the ‘public mind on - tlns subJect s
somethmv astomshmrr and were it not for the per--
sistant efforts of sanitarians backed by the occwsmnal‘
outbreak of dissase in exalted personages, as in,the .

.case of the Prince of 1vlTales, -nothing whatever:

would be done to correct such evils.: ‘In communl-'
ties llLe the-one in which we- live, evils are perpetu-
ated which - could be -‘remedied. Indeed- it- s
remarLable to note the objeetlons and dlfﬁcultles ;
which ‘are placed in the Way of snmtary meabures
For’ mst«mce willfal ignorance has, in’ this’ crty se*”_
itself to combat the benefits of vactination, and has
adopted dxsreputable Teans to gain a hearing buﬁ
lt ist altogether too late for to dbprove tlle Vi 1lue of



