
THE PRINTER'S MISCELLANY. 8

Composing Machines.

As these very interestirrg aind intricate con-
trivances, are again intruding themselves upon
thre trade and publie attention, it wvill be as Nvell
just here ta rerwind the reader of a few obsta-
cles to their general use, as wvel.l as ta accord ta
their inventors and introducers ail the justice
that truth anîd enteriwise uiffdoubteffly deniarrd
at our hands. Anrd first, it must not be forgot-
ten that you can get rid of your workmen in a
very short time, if loss of trade renders their
frrther services unnecessary ; but vrith these
costly machines, the case is far different. Tlhey
miust be l<ept in constant use, or they wvill sus-
tain injury by idleness and involve a great loss
on.original outlay. Again, the repairs of such
urechanical nids wvill prove something consider.
able in the year's expenditure. And lastly, rve
presumne that, underordinary circunistances, they
wiIl onîy do plain work-where the letters of
onie size follow each other in the usual 1 "news.
paper" succession,' without the introduction of
braces, two-line letters, or fancy Uines of any
kind. These, therefore, rvould have to be put
ini afterwards by hand. It should be borne in
mind also that it is often the illegibility of the
"copy," or thre difficulty of understanding it,
ana mal-ing it read correctly, which stops the
progress of the band labor ; and if the machine
picks up the types-or, ratlier, lays them in due
position-n.uth faster, it is possible that the
difficulty cf -xidersta-nding the copy may not
always be got aver sufficiently quick, for an un-
interrupted prog-cssion in a correspondingly
rapid ratio. Stili, the contest is simply one of
denonstration, and these trials should be made
at once on ordinarily difflcrrlt MS. in order ta
prevent an outlay by employers that may sub-
i equently disgust, and prevent the composing
Imachine from afterwards receiving that fair at'tention and patronage to rvhiclr, for certain pur.
poses, it may presunrably be entitled. The
question of entire cost must be especially taken
ruto consideration, and the fact that a large
anount of work must still be donc by hand.
WVe are not very sanguine as to dt triumph of
mechanism in this department of industry, and
shaîl be very nmuch seurprised if, taking aIl things
mbt consideratron, composing machines are
found ta be a paying specolation, except in cer-
tain very exceprional cases. Should it prove
oiherrvise, the enormous outlay involved will

t necessarily be borne by aIl the men of capital,
mad competition will speedily rall the savings
awvay into the pockets of a Ilcorrfiding public."

eeis plenty of hand labor ta do the work in

e mark~et. -Londn Stationer and Printe;'.

NOTES AND NEWS.

A Boston ni-n lias invented a machine for
the cancelling and stamping of letters.

The Boston Adver/1iser- donned a new dress
and carne out as an eight-page papcr On the 4th
of Juiy.

In Wisconsin, comipositors receive .25 and
.35 per thuulsarîid, and job an.,$10 to $15
per week.

Rev. Abbe Chaudonnet, editor and proprietor
of La Revue de Moutrea?, dropped dead recently
wvhiIe wvriting in his office.

The Providence (R. 1.) ournal has been
changed ta eighit pages, and is now the largest
daily in New Englarrd.

John A. Appleton, of the publishing firin of
ID. Appleton & Ca., died at Clifton, Staten
Island, july i3 th, in his 65th year.

The price of composition on morning papers
in Dallas, Tex~as, is 3234/ cents; on evening, 30
and 25 cents. job hands get $12 per week.

The death is announced in Edinburgh, Seat-
land, of Mr. Thomas Constable, the wvell.known
printer and publisher, at the age of sixty-nine.

Charles Kelly, son of Wm. J. Kelly, editor
of the Anerican Moddt Printer, wvas married on
Monday evening, June I3th, ta Miss Hannali
O'Neil.

John C. Johinson, a "tramp" printer, known
throughout Amnerica as the IlTerror of the
Lalzes," lias turned up in Iondon.-lronté
Wor/d.

New York city l'as 540 pr.nting and publisli.
ing establishnments, having 11,803 employés,
and representing capital to the amouat of $16,.
90'i,210.

KTlie Napanee (Ont., Express, in ncev formn
and wvell got up, bas made its appearance under
the management of W. M. O'Beirne, late of the
Lindsay Post.

Miller &~ Ricbard's branch house in San
Francisco, Cal., have disposed of their interest
in presses, and ivill hereafter devote their atteni-
tion exclusivcly to tiie sale of type and printing
material.-Ex.

A company lias been formed in Paris for
working the new celluloid process of stereotyp-
i -.g, under the name of La Clicherie Nouvelle.
The patentee has received £î6,ooo in cash for
his patent righits.
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