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Species" illustrated by highly il3-geniouis analogies, and not only sug-
gesting clearer dIefinitions, but also sunpplyiug some very compre-
hensive bases of thouglit. The problein, however, is nut. one of easy
solution. After varions oscillations in. the phases of expressed opini-
ion, ?rofiessor Badenl Powell, lias boldly talion ni) the onquiry in the
whQle comprehiensive bearings of " The [>lilosophy of Creationi," and
in this work, among other profound que.-Aions, hie gives special im.-
tnortance to that of the inmutability or transmutation of species, as
one of the most significant in rclation, to ail the final deductions on
'whieh the disclosures of geology, and the z3cientifie fouridations of
cosmo-vheology, coinpol us to render our verdict anew.

Stili more receatly aa eininent English 2Naturalist: Charles
Darwin, has in bis elaborate introductory tre.ti4e : "On the origin
of species by uneans of natural seleetion," carried to undiefguised con-
clusions, and with systemaitie detais of evidunue and resuits. some of
those opinions whichi Professor Powell bas onb' left to be snrmised.
According to M r. Darwin, the essential àdiffereiiee of geInera are only.
the produet of the saine powers of nature throngh a greatly protracted
epoch, whieh within a less prolonged period biad snffieed, to produce
species; and under our own limited observation. are seen Vo give rise,
to. permanent varieties in animais, and plants. F'rnm ob.servation of
phenoinena occurring witin our owni cognizauce hoe bas arrived at the
conclusion that there' is în reality no essential distinction between
individual differences, varieties, and species. The welI-rnarked variety
is an incipient species; and by the operation. of varions simple physi-r
cal causes, and comparatively .zlight orgànic changes, producing a
tendencey towvards increase in one direction of variation, and arrest-
ment, and ultimate extinction ini another, that lawv )f natzsral solectie»,
as Darmin terins it, results, whieli leads Vo his (1 preservatiun of fa-
voured races in the struggie for life."- Ile thus es-tablishes, as h
conceives, a'principle in nature, akin to that whieh mani conscionsly
sets in operation, when lie effeets changes on donîesticatud aniaisa
and on plants, by altered conditions of life, and then perpetuates sucli
aq, he seleets by preference for his own use. The elument of t ime-.-
so0 limited iu. mnans operations, -is for practical purposes uniliinited
in relation to the operation of natural causes on theu developinent of
variations in organie being in diverse directions; anid as the great.
physical changes Vo which gcology h.ears witness, supply ail the means
requisite for producing individual variations on a seule immensely ex-


