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RECOLLECTIONS OF A «VISITING DAY.”

DY WILL. HARRY GANE.
“THAT morning could be chosen in preference to a spring
morning for o visiting day, when all nature shines glori-
ously beautiful. The trees clothed in their gorgeous emerald
robes with ever aud anon bunches of white blossoms peoping
through the envelope of leaves. The wayside strewn with flow-
ers as beautiful asthe gold tints, before sunset, while the birds
warble snatches of songs ag soft as tho dreaming of angels. The
wavy haze which surrounds the early morn breaks away, and the
full glory of the day is uponus. O, how grand, and delicious
and dreamy—it acts like some invisible agent to draw our
thoughts from Nature to Nature's Architect!

On just such a morning, equally beautiful, we set out on our
tour of inspection and pleasure, What & grand drive we had!
Along the verdant highway, with great rolling fields on cither
side, hillsides crowned with forests, cottages mantled with ivy,
brooklets, whose banks were fretted with myriads of flowers;
over bridges underneath which the bounding stream hied merrily
on, in which the finny tribe sported as though no great winged
angel called cARx: haunted humanity.

So we arrised at our des'ination—a beautiful rural school
house peeping out from a forest of shade trees—surrounded by a
spacious play ground on which were Iying bats, balls and the usual
requigites for healthy, invigorating exercise. In answer to our

gentle tap on the open door, tho smiling and courteous teacher
greeted us. A hearty shake of the hand assured us of our wel-
come. What a sceret there is in hand-shaking.

.

What a grand school-room we were ushered into! Ventila- -

tion so perfect and complete that tho atmosphere of the room was
refreshing iustead of defreshing. It is a very great pity that
some teachers under-value this great necessity so wuch as chey
do! And such a band of happy, fresh faces greeted us as we
entered the main door of the building. The children wero facing
the entrance, much the better way, and greatly to be preferred
to the old plan of placing the seats the other way. It is annoy-
ing to a teacher to have his pupils turn around and gaze at every
one who enters.  But human nature is human nature.

Our entrance did not in the least discompose the teacher—
he was perfectly at home and continued his work, chatting plens-
antly all the while.

We listened to the recitation of the several classes with much
pleasvre, and noted the interest every papil manifested in his work
—no inactivity or drowsiness in the class, but life and energy.
We heard no thundering voice from the teacher commaunding
order—no stamping of feet or crashing of rulers on the desk,
The teacher was orderly hitoself—that was the seeret of his ex-
cellent government!

Then came intermission, with brighteniug of faces, cLQSing of
books, and usual commotion. <
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