
THE JOURNAL 0F EDUCATION.

nation hoIt aloof froi an active iîîtercst in flic aff-iirs cf thc na-
tion. Sf ill anoflîer excusa is pr tafd t e flcafect thiat (commer-
cial pursuits holti out, suait 'grat in-lucements that they attract,
neartly ail f0 thicuisclves. Vfie ansivcr te thîls, hîiover, is found in
te large proportion of tenchicrs andt prenclier.q,as above nient ioued,

%Yho oartainly ara net lu flac way cf niaking fortunes.
Turning asitie froin ail those, ira finît a botter reas4ni nssigneti by

gaine wlîo have fumnedtfhîir flîcuglîts ta tic subjeat. Tlîey se a
surer causo for this différence latireen tlîi*r country a-ad others ia
the university eysteiu wih i itaiaus lu the United States, and
flui thiat tlic absence of Jaigli theuglat andti .gb culture înay bce
tracedt te i absence cf f liee great comiaunities, cf thinkcrs ildcl
may hie fount in Europe., ihey assert flînt tfiera are ne great cen-
tres cf theuglit anti culture; tlint the vnst resourees cf the Unitedi
Stâte.s have beau misapplioti; titat whitea îuch mnicy bias bean
9pent, it bas beu dissipated on a mlultitudie cf -amalt collegea;- andi
that fhe great, lutercats cf tlac nation have been sacrifice to tei
prejudices cf religions denc>aiiîationa.

1Mbi view nîay, or amy not, bce a correct oea; but, at ny rate,
fiacre la soincthing lu it-inul, lideeti, that nt finit siglit appear
just. For if -%Te examlina thia cliaracter of' Anicica-n collages, 'arc
fiadthei greafer nunîber tienoininational. Tils systeni as adoptvl
nt tb. outset. At the outset, aise, t he colleges ivere nccssarily
more like sciacols flian universities. At thic present moment ftic
greafost seat cf lcaxning ln flac United States la Hlarvard Unirer-
ity. It ia begun on flic denomiuationnl systen, anti iras; ont cf

the control cf the State. Changes lhave taken place in it, yet stili
iL ir, cssentially denominational: it clîcnishes aise its early tradi-
tions; its students are beys ratlier tlaan mca ; anti If 'voulti be diffi-
cuît te say bow long it waili befora Hlarvard can rival Oxford.
fforts bave been made ln ethier directions. Tirnlngaîside from the

denoniinaitional colleges, ive fina twreother classes rrsnti.One
dlas la created by tlic Stat c, anthe Ie st example of Ibese iay be1

fonnd in Uic University cf Michigan. Another ciasl found in
sanie irbich bave beau creafeti by privafo effort chiefly, ant in strict
subjeetion ta a waise anti libernI thcory, ftac bcst axaniple cf which
niay lie seean a orneil University. Admirable as bath cf these
last mentieneti institutions may be, they, Iîowcver, =r far fro *nibeing commensurate "rifl the resources atheli nesities of sncb
a nation as thc Unitaed Stafes TL la feit that betreen thec ncads of
the Unitéd Stafets anthUi suppiy there is a vast, difference , anti it
bas already become a seriens question among caracaL minais thiere,
boir Uic necessity nîay best ba maet. Varleus suggestions bave1
beau matie, but none seazn ta sattsfy tic exigeney cf Uic bour as
vçeil as Uic proposai for a National Univcrsity. Thia ad-rocates cf
this plan recemnienti an Institution whricli szud lic waortliy of the
nation, anti le tlae aquai cf tlic grent tinirersitica cf Europe. They
assert fliat iL la cf as mucl i mportance as fthc Pacifie raitreati.
They àisi for a «University wrc tIera shal bca Professorship cn-
dowed Iiberally enough te attract the hast fhiakers of Europe ; anai
Fellowsbips andi prizes ta stiînulate tic intellect cf Ainerica. They
was for cntiowmenf.s wvrthy of a grat peoplie, se flînt inducements
isy be ofFeredta a coniaunity cf scliolars andtinkers fa spend
their lires la infellectuil labor. The3 think thaf if flua waere. donc
fheitiefcat wouli bca fait. la oe gaucration. ]3y that Lima thiey hope
fIait flic unitet States woulia lie raiseti te an equalityirifli F:rance
anti Englanti; unti, indSet, waiti fthc abounding 11fe anai ezt-rgy cf
tiaisyoung catufry, tlicy sec ne renson wah.y a chass cf scholars anti
thinkerasshoulti net bca producat WhoI would snrpas: thc waorîci.

For us ia fhis Dominion, Uic Unitedi States mnust often serve as
an example. Already ire lave folloiret in flic footst.eps cf aur
brefliren across flac border ln many thines. IVe have adopteti their
sabool system ; theïr college system znay aise bia sen 'nong -as;
anti whtn they bc-Élu dais te proprse otiucanional reforma, it will
be welfor us t saeif our owrz circumastancesarill not admit ora
sianilar referai?

Tht condition or Our cchlegcs-, considert as a irbole, 1a= nuch
resemnllance te tfiat cf tht Unitedi States colieges, thougli cf course

thor ar saie ateialdifarcae .)oklng oxer theme Provinces,
are find a large xîumber scattareti about arithout avy grat centme
or eacatien. Among Uic loar provinces fiacre are Newfonna-
land a Prince Edara iscianti iflunt nny. _Nova Scotia, how-
crer, scmas fa maie up ther deflcicncy lu fiais respect, fer wer
possea ne IcaS ù=a ave. Naw Brunsricc bias Sacirle, which
belongs half ta Nova SceLla ; nti ifs Provincial Uhnersity, Wschil

is sander f han saineore our own collage.q. In Canada ira notice
Toronto, à%cGill, Kingston, andi a considerable nimber of smaller
institutions. TIn looking over nil these it la net too inuuch ta say,
tliat so înany colleges in sa snll a population L4 certainly a grecit
dissipation ofstrength and resources, whicl,, if uniteti andi more
widely expandcd, Nvoulti lent f lr difforent results. Thii, indeed,
L-4 the opinion of many thoughitful educationists of the Dominion,
andi nircatly various plans Jhave been madie, looking toward a refor-
niatien of our !ùgber éducation. One .plan la that caedi province
organlie n Provinýia1 University on a larger sente, mûking uise, ag
fair as practiFable, of the collages alrendy in existence. Anotiier
plani la, that one Univeràiiy be establisliet for the maritime pro-
vinces, another fur Quebee, anti anothar for Ontario. A thirt pro-
posai cuibraces the idea of a National University for tia Dominion,
anti rcsciables tlîat whieh lias been propo.seti, a-, above mentioneti,
in the Unitedi States. If this lust plan were posîsible, it vould -lu,-
decd lie the greatest conceivabletblcssing for our young nation. Wce
vaut a great Ulnivcrsity, tvitli a great lihrary, with great jilduce-
ment&; to entico imen ta thouglit andi stady. So grest. a t1ing, how-
evcr, îîîay scarcely ha practicable, andi souictling less important
must suflice. Yet, in any case, the country uîeeda saine acton of
tItis sort from its goverunient. Sonîething sbould ieb dune, andi
donc generoîîsli.. There sboulti le univer.4tles ivith librarîee,
prizes, honora, and large rewardls to men of braina, large enaugh ta
induce such men to devoto tliaîr lives to thought andi stuity, without
any idea of sceking more money-mnlcing employments.

Denominational collegas have been trieti throughout all Ainerica,
anai live bea founti wdnting. Our governaient bas grappleti with
the question of Common Sehools; iL la novw tine ta talce up the
equally imiportant quiestionî of the 17niversities. So long as a Ie-
fanm la madie, it anatters net wbethcr it be efected by the Dominion
gevcernmcnt or by thie.local. Let the denominations stand aside,
anai stop Ilicir varfare for a tinie, until a University ay lie estab-

ment mnay safcly oecr]ook the dissenisions of secfs, anti nct for tlhc
.mtion. Sonie cf our denonations h-ve already embraceti mut,
cagerlv thle principle cf unscfarian commun sehools; these, nt
Icaut, ought f0 embrace thc prinaiple of unsectarlan universities.
AlLer accepting one, thiere is no alternative but ta accept tic other;
for the argumnictçwrvich inaintaia the one, maintain thec other, andi
tlac tia xnust stand or fali together.

THIE IIING SlIP.

l3retze, thon hast strept o'cr the stormy Atlantica
Thy icisses are fmes, -with tie sait of ifs spray;

ICaciest thon aught cf the ship that la miissing-
Mie ship thant ýsaileti braveiy andi blithely away?

Ansirer! oli ansirer!

Warc, let the scething cf turbulent waters
Send théc tabreak on the stili, snnny beaàh

Say, diti sbe yield ta the winds and thie iaxknesîi?
Or sprcad licrwhite saLs fui they bore lier fren =ech ?

.Answer! chi amswier!

Where hava ye strandeti ber, «ginds of the oumn ?
Where havoe a catterea ber, waves cf tlic sa?

Whbat la the fate thit bath ciaimeti ber and'wrapped lier?
lYhLgsper, oh wrLîapr thec secret to me !

Ançvrer! Oh snswcr!

Thou that contrallest the =sght of the teznpest;
Thou tlimt restrinest thi ving cf the. vina;

Thou, in t hy kcen, holdest ail cf this znYstcsT;
Lift lic h eil and show 'achat is lichn&i

Anwr! TaLra, answer!

For, lieblti, flicre =are arts that cry out in the aiglit iM,
«%Nio Iwve no dehight in the face cf the ay;

learts fliat go out on thec viii waste of vmtene
To look for the aMip that saled blitbely my

.Anwer! Lord, &mmY~
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