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With strong ammonia a chango of color to
yellowish green.

Protonitrato of mereusy, in aqueous solu-
tion, changes the color of the vil to a greenish
yellow; after 24 hours the oil becomes oolidi-
fied and the color dark olive green.

Strong phosphovic acid at fivat hardly
affects the oil, but after 24 houry tho oil be-
comes thicker and of an olive green.

With limo water the oil becomes soon goli-
dified and of & brownish yellow color.

Sulphurous acid gas dees not discolor the
oil passing through it.  Neither have some
motallic combinatiang any decaloring effvet
on the oil; for instance, neither chloride of
zine, chloride of tin, acetato of lead, nor
sulphate of zinc, has ony effect in withdraw-
ing from the oil its peenliar color, or if even
somo ¢hango appeara to take place, it ix nol
permanent.

In its oxidized state, and no dounbt, also,
under the influence of vegotablo substances
met with iu the oil, the coloring matter ap-
pears to have a teadency to stick to fatty
mattors.

The crade oil freezes at 2° to 3° Cels,, or
26° to 28° Fah., and this property is applied
in this country to the manufacture of stearine
and winter-pressed oil—which is pure vleiue,
used for lubricating purposes.

The weight adopted Ly oil merchants is
7% 1bs. of crude or refined oil to the gallon.

The specific gravity of the refined oil which
has = yellowish color and is richer in oleme
than in stearine, as it has bLeen gener:lly
refined by a semi-saponification by the uso of
alkalies, which operation transforms a large
amount of tho stearine into stearates, is of
092647 at 61° Fah., or 16° Cels.

The crade oil is very similar in every re-
spect to linseed oil in density and color, and

can be classed among the drying oils used for !

painting.

In using it for painting purposes it has
answered pretty well, though it appears to
become sticky in damp weather.  To prepave
jt for painting it is generally treated like
linseed oil, that is boiled with oxidizing
agents, as litharge, or black oxide of manga-
nese, but I have obtained better reanlts with
another agent, as I shall prove further on.

On the Medioinal uss of the Salés of Atrupia.

Professor Buignet, the cminent Freuch
pharmaceutist, has recently direeted ativn-
tivn to the various uses of atropine, or atropia
as a general remedy, and
tions of the eye.  T'wo salts of this alkaloid
are used in medicine, namely, the the sulph-
ateand the valerianate of atr .pia. Theformer
is to L found in our Pharmacopwmia, but is
intended solely for ophthalmic use, atropia
and its salts being regarded by British writers
on Materia Medica as unfit for internal use
in consequence of their highly puisonous
action even in very minntedoses. The valeri-
anate is formed by mixing a cuuled solution
of atrozia in cther with 2 cooled sulution of
valerianic acid, and from this mixure crystals
of the required salt soon crystallize.  Actin

on the long-cstablished axiom in the thera.

peutics, that a combination of similar remed-
ics almost always produses & greater and
moro rapid effiect than an equivalent duse of
either of the single remedies, Dr. Michea, so
long ago as 1853, made trial of this salt in
¢“affections of the nervous system,” and
especially in cases of epilepsy. His account

not merely in affee-
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, of the action of this salt was so favourablo
i that a commisaion wasappointed toinvestigate
the subject, and their roport was that valeri-
anato of atropia is ducidedly prefurable to
many of the su-called antispasiuodics, and
 that it offered thoe great advantage of replac-
"ing two drugs notorivusly variable in thlir
f action—belladonna and valeriau—by a com-
j bination of their active principles, which was
fav wore steady and certain in action. The
method of adminstering it i3 in gramiles,
cach of which contains a milligrawmne, or
: about one sixty-seveath of a grain of the salt.
L One gracoals dadly is the proper doso to buegin
within an adult, and, i the courne uf o week,

a seeond granule may be taken daily.  This,

i tho matimum dvse, any excess inducing
 dilatation of the pupil and disterbed vision,
' The anthor quutes the names of wore than

twenty physicianswho havewritten teconfivm

the value of atrupia and itssalts as theripen-
| tic agents. Taken internally, the salts of
atropia have been found serviceable i the
treatment of cpilepsy, chorea, ncuralgia,
hysteria, tetanus, intermittent fevers, and

*those forms of disease of the respratory

organzi. which the nervous sysicin is spect-
; ally involved, as asthma, hooping-cough, and
| certain furs of nervous bruachius,

i It has been found by DBouchardat and

. Croziv that cases of severe neuralgia, m which
,opium, henbane, and sulphuric cther have
fuiled to give relief, have yielded tu the local
i application of an uintinent compuzed of five
centigranmnes (three-fourths of a grain) of
i atropia and fur gramues (about & drachm)
of lard.  Pescheux las reported a ease of
tetanus which he cured by the aid of subeat-
ancous injection of sulphate of atropia, and
Déhier, Richard, and other French phyiscians
have practised the same treatmment with suc-
' cess in cases of severe lucalized pain, One
part of sulphate of atropia may be dissolved
in 100 of water, and from one to five drops
injected.  Slight symptoms of belladonna
poisoning sometimes exhibic themsclves in
these cases, but ave merely transitory. The
- smaller dose shonld be first tried.

As a cantion to our opthalmological fricnds
not to let solutions of atropia fall into the
Lands of their patients, we may mention a case
i recorded by Béhier, in which an old man
drank a solution of sulphate of atvopia (013
'to 100 grammes of water) which had heen
prepared for the purposs of dropping into
the eye to facilitate an optha'uiuscupic exami-

nation. The dose swallusved was one-fifth of
a grain. The following were the most marked

_symptoms :—An acrid taste in the throat,
‘slight embarassment in the management os
, the tongue, n uscalar weakness, a diflicalty
; n walking, which svon became an impussibil-
 ity, and distarbance of vision. Knowing tic
,on tagunism of morphia and atropia (described
y Graefe in 1852), ZI. Béhier preseribed
ten drops of Jaudanwum every ten minutes.
I Each duzo diminished the intensity of tha
‘symptomms.  The patient tock, on the
! whole seventy-six drops, - a duse which, if
he had not previously taken the atrupia,
would undoubtly have produced symptoms
of poisoning by opium.
., Tho rapidly increasing use of the ophthal-
; muscope will probably cavse a cuasiderable
augmentation in the number of cases of
putsvning by atrovia. TLicbreich (mn 1:63)
I remarked that the symptoms of poisoning
consequent on the instillation of atropiz do
not so much depend upon the quantity ab-

sorbed by the eyc itself as upon the quantity
which males its way through the lachrymal
passages iiato the noge, pharynx, andstomach.
When these lachry mal passages ave complotely
obliterated, a strong solution may be appled
to the cye fur any length of time without in-
ducing the sliglitest general disturbance.  He
consequently recemmends tiat, in order to
prevent as far as pogsible’this mode of eseape
of the solution into the nose, ete.. the patient
should incline hishead as forward as poraible
durniag the pertod of mstiliation, should blow
his nose and gargie frequently, and should
press wie of Tus fiagers agrinst thoinuer anglo
of the tye, so s that the lower lachrymal
point shoald be drawn down.  In coses whero
tirso rules cannot be attended to (as when a
paticut 13 contitied to bed), he recommeds
the application of a small wire apparatus
which affectually prevents the cscape of the
sulution.  Profssor Duagmet’s  cexcellent
nemoic concludes with & description of this
mstrnent and of the methold of applying at.
—~Medical Thnes und Gazetle.

Tiuts on Practicel Dispensing,”

The tawst ipurtant f the several duties
of one intending to enter lifo as a Pharmacist
ie, without doubi, Dispensing; and. with
weason, for it is in the raking-up of prescrip-
tions that the amoun. of scientific knowledge
is reruired which clevates Pharmaey, and
whirh, hy rendering ahsolutely necessary a
certain educational cultivation and scientific

trainmg—nat requived in the case of the. -

ordinuy seller of waods— places the mi.nd 0“1‘1
a higher level, and the man in a more re:
fined position. . “ R

We will now coasider, in detail, the smodus
oprran i of the compounding of & preserip-
tion. i

Lo the preseription throughout,

It is always advisable to go throvgh tho
preseription carefully, even to the directions.
By tlus means, first, a good idea of the for-
mula a3 a whole is acquived; and, secondly,
any uverduse, or poisvlous proportions, or
the presence of incompatibles, are noticed,

Sce that the ingredients are at hand.

This avonds the necessity, when half
through the work, of being conpelled to stop
while a ponder, &e., 18 got.cady. The seve-
wl ingredients vught to be srought forward
(orseen to be in their places) before com-
mencing.

Eramine the accessories.

The Sttings of the dispensing department
ought tu be of the most perfect deseription,
Jean to Gie Lust degree 5 the bottles, scales
easitles, &€, i0 1opain, and of the Lind
wdapted to the work vn Land.

et to work quickly.

Despatih is necessary to goud dispensing,
amd an 1ts turn is puch aided by neatness
aad a thorvagh completioa of each part or
division of the work on harnd, befure taking-
up another portion.  But waste no time:
froan the very nature of the busivess, there
are times when there are an unusual nuinker
of preseriptions will have to e made up,
and despatch, at all times advisable, wail
then baconie a necessicy.

® >rom Lescher's Introduction to Elsinents of DPharmacy.
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