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search party vas again sent into the
city, and the authorities werc comuniui-
catd viti, but witlh no resuilt. ''len
Martin was suiimoned before the first
lieutenant, to tell vhat lie kiew of Jiu
and his habits, for the boatswain lad
reported the friendshp between the
boys, and that they were natives of
the sane place.

Martin told all he knew of Jn's habits,
and vhen asked if lie could in any way
account for lis absence, said, "I1 think,
sir, lie nust have gone up into the
hills, just to sec vhat lie could find in
the vay of birds or ainimals, hue is
always so fond of tiin. I'mî afraid
lue lias met with sone accident."

"lThe boy could never walk far up
there," said the lieutenant dubioisly,
glancing towards the bills towering
aloft above the tovn ; "ie lias nîot
been used to nountaiieering."

"lie was alhvays fond of wvandering,
sir: lie valked right away fron Lang-
bourne down to Portsiouth and back
again all by hiinself when he vas only
ten years old ; le says it's in his blood.
His father was sonetlhing of a gipsy."

"Means will be taken to get such
habits out of his blood theni," said the
lieutenant sternly. "Wlhen a boy joins
Her Majesty's service lie must knov
lie can no longer vander vhere and
when lie likes. Is tlat all you can
tell me?"

" le may have met with an accident,
sir," faltered Martin. A horrible fear
lad taken possession of him whîchi lie
dared not tell; lie remembered Ju's
threat to run away, and now it seemed
as thiough hie miglit have put it into
execution.

Again a party was scn' from the shîip,
this time vith instructions to work up
towards the hills; but they met vith
no more success than before. B3y this
time Martin was ncarly beside liimself
with anxiety, and going to the first
lieutenant, lie begged thiat lie mîight be
allowed to go in search of his friend.

"Wliy, my lad, wvhat do you think
you could do alone ? Tiwo parties have
been out and failed; you are scarcely
likely to be more fortunate."

" Listen, sir," said Martin, giving a
peculiar whistle. "Wlienî Ju and I
were at home togethier we ahvays used
tliat whistle as a call to one another,
and I think if i could go up aniong the
hills and use it lie miglit hear me and

anisver. 'in sure he'd answer, sir, if
lie only leard me." Tears stood in
Martin's eyes as lie pleaded, so anxious
vas he to go in scarcli of his friend.

l Thcre iay be sonetlhing in vhat
you say," replied the lieutenant ; " but
you cannot go alone: we should have
to hunt for two boys instead of one."

"lI am going on shore this afternoon,
sir," said one of tlic younger officers,
" and I was thinking of riding up to the
Grand Curral. If you will give the
boy leave and he can stick on a horse,
he shall go with me."

" Good ! " said the lieutenant ; "he
shall go; ve cannot miss a chance
even though a slight one." The matter
of the missing boy vas causing the
greatest incasiness on board the Niobe,
the vhole affair seened so mysterious,
and it vas felt every effort must be
made to find him or to ascertain what
had been bis fate. The Portuguese
authorities were giving every assistance
and the English Consulate vas doing
its utnost to solve the nystery ; while
sinister rumours of foul play were
circulating through the ship.

"You know which side of a horse to
get up, I sce," said Mr. Massey, as a
few hours later Martin and lie mounted.

" Yes, sir; I wasn't born aboard ship,
I was brought up in the country and
know sometliing of liorses."

"Well, we shall have a fine ride, and
I hope ve may at least hear something
about Dove. I can speak enough
Portuguese to make myself understood,
so that may hîelp us in making in-
quiries."

On and on, up and up they went.
Every fev moments Martin vould
wliistle, but no ansvering note fell on
his ears. At length, after some lours
of riding they reached the great chiasn
in the heart of the mountains known
as the Grand Curral. Martin peered
down into the deptlhs. If lie had
slipped, sir !" lie said, appalled at the
idea of the fate which might have
befallen his friend.

"I don't think that could bc ; in-
quiries have been made at the village
below. As far as I can sec, Dove
must have got over to the north of the
island. All tliis side has been well
searchied. But hov he could have
nanaged it beats me. I'm afraid, Lewis,
you won't sec your friend again."

This fcar lad been growing in Martin
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