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white spot in the scarlet band on fore wings. M1r. Birchail, Iiowever, says:
"The white spot sornetinies found on the upper surface of the scarlet

band is flot indicative of the femnale sex i à as preseut in about one
tenthi of the sPeciniiens (hie raised upwards of îoo butterifies), was pro-
ducedi froin botlb formis of larvoe. and iii about equal uumbers of both
sexes. It varies greatlv in iz «C fl 5iWne secimnies being a b&a1 y dis.

ceruible speck." None of my butterfiies, at Coalburgb, showed this white
sp)ot. nor have 1 any example fromn any locality which shows it. I asked
Mir. Lintrier to examine bis specimens an~d report ou t)is, spot. He
writes :" I have but five, and 0ne of tbe females lias au extra wvhite spot
iu the baud in the second median interspace."

Atalanta is one of the few species of butterfly which are found the
world over. Iu WVest Virginia, there are three brooO:; of the larvoe, the
first in May aud early June, the second in july and early August, the third
laie. in September, and the btiterflie-, frorn the last lamize hibernate, hiding
probably in hollow trees, crevices of outhouses aud barns, perhaps amoug
rocks, ready to corne forth in warrn days of winter or early iu the spriug.
I always see thern about the wild plurn blossoms, wvhich are alrnost the
earliest of the year. lu two or thiree years; of the last fifteeu, it has been
au easy niatter to fiud the caterpillars in considerable numbers, but the
present season, 1882, bias been remarkable over ail for their great abund-
ance. I 'brougbt in, one day witlî another, in june, at least i5o, and
could have hiad a thousand. WXe have here Netties, urticae, which the
books meution as the food plant of this species, but the False Nettie,
Boehmeria cylindrica, is aluiost invariably selected by AtaZanta. ? for
depositing bier eggs. Grapta Comnma feeds ou the saine plant ini prefereuce
to netties, ýaud sonietimes G. lntzerro«gationis larvoe are fouud ou it also.
The wiuter of 1881-82 w~as exceedingly niild, and apparently the mlildness
was the cause of great destruction of biberuating butterfiy larvae and
chrysalids, iu this section. Experiments show that lamve of Argoynnis
and Satyrus kept at a low artificial temiperature througli the ivinter months
are healthy, and it is to be presurned that mild iveatber, whicb allows but
senii.torpidity, aud more or less activity, miust be disastrous in uiany
cases. Besides, a mild winter encourages predaceous insects, spiders,
birds, etc., which destroy larmae and chrysalids. Certaiuly butterfiies were
hnever so scarce since 1 bave collected, as iu the season just past, aud many
species usually very comnion hecre were alto- ether wauting. Iu the case
of hibernating imiagos, a mnild wiuter nmay not be unfavorable for their


