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will bo 8hown te bc important by the leaders of science, is ta hae
rofused owing ta the trilling expendituro it )Vill occasion, lot us
bc told 80 at onco; and lot flot thoso who ivould advoeiste any
iniquitous war %with Chien or Japan, in pursuit afic ua ain
chance, protest against the iînutinary r.k of n scientif'ic cxpcdi-
tion. M'Clintock's voyage, and hoe w:as aîbsent tivo ycara and a
hall', cost £8400. ]?nrry's atteuîpt to reacli tlic Pole eost £9900.
Tho actual expeîv'a of a Polar expedition up Sinith Soîînd, con-
sisting of tiqa ai tîjoso numorous 60-liorso poawer gutaboats wvdch
are now lying idle, or bcing sold ta bo broken up, ivould nlot
excoed £30,O(0. Yow if ficé solution af the greatcst geoogapli.ioal probleni thint romains ta bc solvcd, and tuac lttainient of
tliose scientiflo rosuits which ]lave îîlrcady becn cnuinerated, are
nlot oaasidercd iYortli tlic expenditure of* so trifling a suni-an
expenditure whielî would be riclîly and ahundantly repaid-the
character of tlic English people inust bo straugely altercd.
Certain it is thaît our fboathers ivould hiava lield that sucli n
suin apprapriated for such ait end iwas xaîonoy ivell spent; and
thore [s gaod reason for thec bellef that if the subject recoives ll
and fuir cotideration, the public opinion af' tle nr 'il1 naw
approve the despatela of'a Northa Polar expeditin Duringt
Iast te» years thle sain of £150,000,000 ]las becci spent upon Ulic
navy, out of wvhich only n 23Otli part lias gane ta tlic scientiflo
departniont of tho profession. Surely it is flot utucli ta asc tiant
titis iinfinitesimal proportion sliould ho iiiiperccptibly augniented,
in order thatan imnpe:'ý.aand valuable -:ervice mlay bo perlbrnied 1

An oxpoditian for Northt Polar diseovcry, hy way af Sinith
Sound, %vill yield most usef'ul scientiflo resuits, ivill add ]argely te
the sain of banian kîaowledge, wlîilc it ivill run no risk af a
catastrophe sucob as timat vhich befel tlicecws of the Il Erebus"
and Il Terrar." For tiese reasans it doserves sucla cordial sup-
port fron tlic public opinirn af file country as will induce thac
Governatent ta undertake it. Mliecn it ia rcîîîciîabcrcd lîoi
beneficial arc theo indirect advanta gcs invariably derived front
voyages af discovery, and hi important it is that znval officcrs
should ]lave saute nabler carer apcncd ta tilent, in tîtues of poace,
than the ceaseless rounîd af holystoning decks and clcaning brass
work, an intcrest will bo felt in tlîese voyages, even hy nie» who
do not personally appreciate teïr scientific: results. Tlho sanie
entreprise, courage, enduranee, and presence of mind arc rcquired
ta conduet an Aretie expedlitian as ta face an eacmy la tlio
field; but in the former case tiiose qualifies arc execised in
advancing civilization, extending knowledge, and excitingfriendly
sympathy and interest titrougitout the 'aorld; ia te latter, they
arc wastcd in the deplorable'operations of war.-Ine7lectilal Ob.-
sterver.

Leaves (rom Gosse's Romance ofNaturai
llistory.

TUE RIULE.

Thoro ara regians whore tlic presenceofa matn is n, thing se totally
ont af experionce, flint flic wild aniimals manicst ia sort ai dread or
humt wben 'lie does hy accident intrude oit their solitude. li the Gai--.
papos Islands, perhaps theic îost simagular land in the ivorld, ail file
animais appoar quite devoid of flic fur afimn. Côicy, in 16P4,
obscrvcd th at tlic do% es dithe "-wcre so tante flint they ivould ofima
uliglit on aur bats and amnis, s0 us tlint we cotild fake theni alive.",
D)arwin saw a boy sifting by a ivcll waifl a switch, wvith, which li h- illed
the doves and fitches as they camne ta drink, Ile liad alrcady obtained
a houp af thoni for lais dinner, and ho said hli ad heen consfantly in
the habit ai daing tlils. Tite naaîuralist huaxseli says thinin aoclig-
bird nligl!tcd on' the cd.-c af a pitcher wlaîcl lia licld in blis liand, ai'md
begu qnietly ta sil) the water ;-that n guan is suiîerfluoîîs, for wiflî
th10 niuzzlo hoe netually puslicd a liawk oiTflith brandi, ai a tree : il,
fief, ail flie birds ai tie islands will alloiv tîziniselves ta b h illod %vitl
a switch, or even Ia bc caughlt in a baut.

Otlior nuturalists hlave noticed tlic extremne tanienesss afianany
lcinds af hirds ait tlic Falkluand Islands;, whlac, thiaugl thcy takie ýrc-
cautions against thec attacks ai foxos, they appear ta have fia drea ai

mtail. Foriaîerly they %voe marc coîifidiiag titan nt present. Mehn
flicIe ai B3ourbonî ias discovercul, ail flic birds, cxccpt flic flaamiîaga

nîad goose, ivorc so faine tliat tlîey could bc caught wi la f lic linnd;
nidu on tlic flieo islet ai Tristanî d'Acaaala iniftle Atluantic, flie anly
twa lnnd-birds, il tiaruasî andal hîîntiag, %vetoB aiule nis ta suffcr tciiî.
selves ta bc caaîglit wifli n lîînd.net. 1 hajve mn1seli land laree anda
beautiiîil butter1lies caille auia suck ait hlawers ii my bmauda, ai the
forcat-ghndes ut Northt Aimîcricit.

Cnverlas fincly aiscal fIis phelîuiiu ta lcigflîteii tile desolntioîî
afi a solitary islaiad, iv lieu, lie taînkes Soil<îak, ou Juan Fertînnalez,
coltlîltii,-

"The heasts tiant roan ovcr flic lit
31Y fanm til ilidiebirence sec;

Tlîey arc aa tinancquaiiîfea iil iîtaa,
Tlîeir taînctiess is slîacking ta mLe."

But tlîese filets arc only local andl partial exceptions ta a genoral
mule. Tîcy- cala ini iîawise c oailloivcd ta set aside flic prevalence ai
tlint pirisfiaîc law, by whîiel Goal coicîiaîtcd ta imaplnit a terrar ai
auai ii ail the infcniar crentaires, ove» those îvhlicli ara far stranger
îlîaa lac. Il And flac icar ai y-ouaînd filec drenal ai yau shall bc upon
evcry beaut of flic cuida, anal uipoî evcry iowl ai tlic air, tapon ail tlint
inaveila tapon ihoe curtl, aaad uplon ail thae tishos ariltht su." Oiten
have 1 secua, enad mnarkcd ivitît wander, thec excessive vigiiance and
jealoaîsy ivitît which fashes amateli the lcust approaei ai niai. Offtrn
[lave I stood au a rock in Jaînaica, and seei tlic little shouls carna
playing anda iiibhhiig at niy feef, apparent]>- ail uncaiîsciaus ai the
iniaster fliant Wils wtenfcig tfient hait tle lcnst inoveîaîeit af flie land
toivards thlia was sufficient ta seuadilicîen like arrows in aIl directions.
Anad hiaw offt )lave 1 been taaataaiscd hy tlic excessive prudence ai
saeinc fie butterfly f liat 1 cngerly desimed ta capture, wh'enm, day aiter
day, I iiglit sec filae species nunierous enaugh ut a purficular part af
tlic forcse, anal by mna menus shy ai heing seuin, pluy*àng ii the air anmd
aliglitiag continually ami flic leaves of tlic trecs, anal cantînuing tfaere,
opeliîg ad closiaag théir heaufeous %rilaga ia lie SUD, anîd ruhhing
thin togellier %vila thme mnst icarless nccomi, thoxigl 1 îvalked ta
andi ira with uptaraica face holow%,-yct invuariably taking care to keqi
thtnasîclccsjiist out of fice reach of iny ,îet!

TIhis pawer ai juclgiii o a ctual danger, andalic free.nd-casy bald.
ness iwliichi results front if, are hy ia nas uncomnmc)n. Mnny birds
seeni to liave a nst correct noatiomn ai a gun's range, andl, arhile
scraapiilously eruil ta liccp bcyoiu if, conafine their care ta thais eau-
liait, iliaugl the îuost abvionis resotarce ivould bc ta fly quite away aut
ai siglat anmd laoariiag, wliicl tlaey do amot clîoose ta do. Anal thcy
soineîîînes appeur ta inke een an asteiitatious use ai thoir power,
fitirly puatfin- Uniir wait andl oloverness inauntaganism ta thint af ma,
for flac heneoit ai ticir fellows. 1 Intelý rend an account, by a lista-

ralist in Brazil, ai an expedition lie made ta oneofa tic islnas ai thc
Anazoit ta shaot sîaoauîbills, liises, anid atiier af te inagnificont,
grallatorial birds wliichwaere niost ahundant fIac. is design was
ýoiplefcly haffleal, lmnwever, hy a %vretched little saiîdpipcr, thuf pro.
ceded flin, contiitually uttrng ifs teIl-tale ery, îrhiich nt once nmousod
ail flic birds ivitinm icaming. Tlarnîmglîaîat flic day did this individual
bird continue ils seîi-iinpnsed duty ai soîttinel ta ofiers, effcfuaîly
prcvcnting flac auaproaci aith fli owler ta flic gaine, antd yct managing
ta koep out of the reacl ai lais gui.

There is, hîawevcr, it sarie aimiîs a fc ..dcncy ta seul, safety ia an
cnt ire avoidanceof aile presenc oï ma; a jealous alayaesa wicht
cannot beur ta ho ceoi lookod uit, atnd avieci prompts flic creature ta
blant the niost recluse anad soliîury places, hi disposifion invesfs
flîcîn wifli a poefic intcrcst. The Ioticiiicss ai flac situations which
they chiaosc far their retrents lias in itsolf a charit, andl the rarityaith
wliici wc en ahiain n qlimpse ai flacin ia their solitudes mnakies the
siglit praportionally grufify-iiq, tehem wc an obtaiii if.

T[he goldent ongle secks for ifs cyrie, the peak, oi saie inaccessible
rock, far irai» the liaiifs ai man, iliose demain IL shuns. flore it
farans if s platiormncnsl, rcaring ifs yoîng ii aiaafl silence andl solitude,
umibrak-en evema hy the pris-nceai__ird or beat; for these itjealously
drives froan ifs neighloaarhood. Thie balal ongle ai North America
achiieves flic saine ermal hy sclcîing fihe precipices ai cataruets for ifs
ahode. Lewis nal Clueke have described the picluresue lacality of
filec nest ai a pair ai tîmoso birds -imidst tlic grand scenery ai the F.alls
ai the Missourmi. Just hclav tlic ulupor rail thiere is a littîe iet ia fthe
înidst ai flac hcmiliiig river, avell covorcl %vifh wood. flore, an a lofty
cofton-wvoad troc, n pair ai halal ongles hmaa huilt ilheir nest, the undis-

taited lords ai thec spot, fa canfesf wlaose domainion neiflier ni nor
beasf wouîd venfure across the gulfilisich surrouaids if, thc airfulneas
ai thacir flîmone hoing iurfiem dceeaded hy the cucircing mists which
perpclually arise front flic ratils.

Oum ownîwild.duck or mnllard is n shy bird, uvaiding lte haunts ai


