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are compelled to coincide in his condemnation of the wretched con-
dition of the fine arts in this country as compared with France, Italy,
or Germany. In asthetic education individualisn does not seem
indeed quulified for success.  We do not believe that in artistic cupa.
city Englishinen are one whit iuferior to Frenchmen or Germaus; the
reason, therefore, thut the former make so poor a show beside the
latter in mwany artistic pursuits, we can only look for in the entire
abscuce in this country of auy public organization for training the
high natural powers which now run wild and waste. In France, in
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¢ The report is well worthy of public attention. It may be asked,
what good résult could the commumtyin general expect from an
increased expeunditure, legislative or voluntary, in this direction? We
cunnot look, to be sure, fur any material or immediate advantage;
but surely there can be few who will refuse to acknowledge thut, as
you raise the taste of'a nation, you withdraw them trom debasing vices,
and elevate them in the morat scale,  Euglund, moreover, has of Jate
been so absorbed in the struggle for commeraal and manutacturing
supremacy, that she hus negiected and lust her old fume as a luud of

Gennany, in Ituly, the Stute undertakes systematically the urtisic music. Perhaps we cun haidly g0 so fur as to endorse the somewhat

education of a linuted number of the most gified youth of hoth sexes. jimaginative decluration of Mr. Chester, that  Meny bugland was

Heunce there is never a deficiency of skilled teuchess of music and the |, musical England; ™ but we share with hun the hope that the ¢tlonts
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plastic arts in those countries;

whereas in England, though we have | of the Society of Arts may belp us to make Englund musicat agamn,

some great artists, they are accidents, and we cannot in the present | We are not, in general, votaries of State subvention or State action
state of thiugs, without un intellizent teuching body, expret any, where private and voluntary vrganization cun possibly be made aval-
;;eucral diffusion of the principles of suund art throughout the country. | able; but we scem to be in exactly the same position with regard to
This want is felt more especiully in music, for vur cathedrals and [music that we are with 1egard to literature. The State just gave

churches of ull denominations rejuire a constaut supply of trained
musicians, while the growing taste for music among ait classes, ill-
regulated as it unhapply has hitherto been, attricts an Lacreasing
numnber of teachers.  Lhe abisence of sowe ceutrnl body to guide the

ublic tiste in musical matters, and to train professms of the art, is

ecoming more and more u subject of compaint, The Suciety of
Arts has recently tuken the matter in hand. A Committee was ap-
pointed for the purpuse of inquiring into the present condition of
usical education in England, and comwparing it with the continental
system. The Prince of Wales was chairman, and several gentlemen,
well known for their interest in questions of ait, took u part in the
investigation.  The Comunttee’s report has just been pubnshed, and
is a very interesting aud iustructive docuwment. It contains very
copious details respecting the constitution and working ot the various
iustitutions for musical training, for the most part origiuated and
supported by private persons ut present existing in this country. These
arc the Royal Acadeiny of Music, the National Colleges of Music, the
London Academy of Music, the London Vocal Academy, aud the
Military School of Music. Reports are subjoined of the state and suc-
cess of the musicat institutions of Paris, Munich, Vienna, Prazue,
Leipsic, Berlin, Milan, Naples, Brussels, and laége. The evidence of
the chicf professors, compusers, and performers, as well us of some
critics and gentlemen who have studied the question, is given at
length; so thut it will be seen ample matenals have been provided to
enuble the pubiic to furm a judgment as to the expediency of the
State interfering in the matter,

4 The report itself 18 very brief, and merely gives an outline of the
plan which the Committec would desirc to see adopted.  The Royal
Academy of Music, which is organized under Royal Chartes, and
receives 500L per annum from the State, would be the natural centre
of a new system. The Committee would look for a considerable ’ar-
liamentary graot,” under the control of the executive, as the first
requisite for organizing afresh the musical education of the country.
In this way gratuitous instruction, on the French plun, might be given
to persous of’ great uatural powers, who would eagage to devote them.
selves to the public service as musical teachers, aud who, after thewr
cducation had been completed, would for some time reccive support
by means of scholarships Ziven away by competitive examinativn,
The instiwtion would also be open, on payment of moderate fecs, to
the general public. The preseat premises of the Royal Academy of
Music being unfit for their purpose, the Commitice propose that u site
should be obtained fron the Crown, and buildings be crected by
funds raised by subscription. It is believed, of course, 1l were these
suggestions adopted, the lovers of music in England would cor-
forward most liberally to assist in poviding a projer asylum for 1.
new Academy. The preseut state of music i Englaud is enougn
to show hew urgent some step in advance is needed. It we glance
over the names of the celebrated composers, singers, and performers
of the day, we sce many French, German, and Italian names for every
English name ; and this but faintly represents the immense defect of
trained teachers and performers which i3 to be found iu the iower
ranks of the musical profession. We cannot go into the details of the
foreign institutions which are given in the report, but one or two
instances will be enough to show that, to accourt for the inferiority
of Englaud in musical skill, we nced not assume that she is infesior
in musical taste or power. Our entire State contribution to musical
teaching ig, be it remembered, 5001 a-year. In France, the Govern.
ment maintaing the Conservatoire at Paris at 1 cost of nearly 80001,

r annum, besides giving subventions to various provincial places of
nstruction. Throughout Germany the musical academics, which are
all well endowed, receive likewise State assistance o a large extent.
In Ttaly, the three academies of Naples, Milan, and Florence receive
ilnl voaamool\.u proportions an sunusl graut {rom the State of more thag
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cnough tu aflirm the principie of State patronage 5 not envugh to be
of the slightest practical service. By gining nothing, we shoutd, at
all events, save a trtle; by gwing sumething substantial, we should,
at least, anccomplish a result; at preseut we sanction the vice of the
worst hind of patronge without achieving any of the good purposes
which 2 wise aund practical patronage gencrally secures.”—LEdu 1
tional 1imes, Loudon.

Physical Exercives and Recreation for Girly. (1)

Tn discussing this question, it is convenient to divide it into two
patts : tuking fist, physical exercises, which do not profess to be
play, though pleasure may be got out of thew by the way, as out of
other tasks dutifully pertormed ; and sccondly, recreation, in the
sense of amusement, including all sorts of active sports. The dis-
unction is not very detnitely marked; but may be made sufliviently
S0 fur our present purpose.

The physical exercises practised by girls, and not professing to be
play, are deillinyg, gymuastic and catisthenie exercises, duncing and
wihing.  Drilling is not much esteemed in yirls® schools. Gymnas-
tic and calistheme exercises buve greatmerits in the way of gning
strength and clasticity to the muscles, aud it is very desiruble that |
schoors shuuld be provided with the necessury appliances for them.
‘Thesystem of Dr. Rothand Mr. Tyleraie excelient, and may be leasned
from the bouvks published on the subject. These excreises may
aimost be regarded as play ; there is at feast no doubt that many giris
enjoy them very much, ‘Lhisis especially the case when they are
accompuuied by music, which, however, 1s uot essential.  Dancng
has suerits of its own, especially that of cultivating the musical sense.
Graceful motion—mclodious, in that it is moduluted to a tune, and
harsnonious, in that it is the common and mutual action of many
performers—is beautiful in itself, and if pursued for its beauty, and
w0t as an occasion of individuul displuy, can scarcely fail to be bene-
ticial to both mind und body.  Aud though it counts amonyg lessons,
and the practice of steps is certainly irksome work, it may be mades
dignificd kind of play in pluy hours. Walking can scarcely be dis-
pensed with, though, taken by itself; there is not much to be said in
tts fuvour. Its dullucss may be got over by yiving it an object, but
that is ditlicult in schools. Schovlmistresses cannot be perpetuslly
inventing errands, and the girls themselves are not likely 10 have
many, Much of course depends on the locality. Where itis possible
10 gt free country ranbles, they may be made very enjoyable, but
these are scarcely within reach of ordinary London schools.

_ The mcrely physical exercises secm all to share in one common
deficiency ; they want life and spirit.  They would be more beneficial
even to the body ifthey had more heart in them.  When the Lody is
languid or tired by swdy, » force of some kiud is required, either
that .f persuasion or command, or a sensc of duty, or the prospect
of pleasurable excitement, to impel & girl to tuke exercise. She
wauts either to go on with her Iessons or to do nothing. And con-
sidering how many things there aze, in school life as in all life, which
must be done as dutics, 1t seems very desirable that whatever form of
relaxation from ncisal work is adopted, it should be looked forward
10 as a pleasure, not as another and perhaps the most irksome task.
In order 10 inake play really interesting, it scems essential that it
should be competitive. Either it must bea game with sides, in which
one party or the other wins, or there must be something to be done,
soine feat to be performed.  All the most popular games contain this
clement of struggle, and it is a most important point 10 bear in mind,

{1) The following paper is an epitorae of the resalty obtrined in discute
sion of the subject at & meeting of the Loudon Associstion of School.
mistresees, 10th May, 1066



