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where Fijian teachers have already been sacrificed.  Fifteen were asked for;
forty volunteered! eighicen were chosen, and sent forth,

Mission work in every country must mainly be done by the converts them.
selves, The foreigner is an expensive agent, with the many real and im-
aginary wants of himself and his family. His continuance is often inter-
rupted, and his stay shortened. And he can never manage the climate and
customs, or find out and adapt himself to th> nntive character, so welf g,
one of themselves. The native agent wus well-known before the gloroy:
change that bas rencwed him ovn the spot before their eyes : and he is o iy
ing specimen—well studied—of the power of the gospel to transforr. He g
already there without any expense, can be employed at small cost, and thy
raised mainly by those tor whose benefit he labors: und mission fundsare
not required for his remov-] and sustenance should he fail,

With only 9 white missionaries, we have 3,605 aative preachers: 5
ordained, who take full part in the work of the ministty with the Enghsh
missionary, 47 catechists, 983 head pretchers, with 1,019 ordinary local or Jay
preachers. There ure 1,268 chapels and othar preaching places; 28 Englnlh
church memb. , 27,097 full native church men:bers, These are well t:arcd
for by 8,480 devoted ciass-leaders.  There are 40,718 scholars in our 1,585 day
and Sunday-schocls, taught by 2,528 teachers; and 101,150 attendants on
public worship. The jubilee of the mission was lutely held. Fifty yeus
previously there was not a Christian in all Fiji ; then not an avowed heathen
lefit! Canibaiism has, for some years pari, been wholly extinct, and other
immemnorial customs of horrible cruelty and barbarism have disappeared,

Behold! what hath God wrought! A nation has been born at one:
«Instead of the thorn the fir tree came up: and instead of the brier came up
the myrtle tree : and it shall be to the Lord for ananse, foran everlasting sign
that shall not b cut off.” *“ The wilderness hasbecome a fruitful sield, and the
fruitful ficld is counted for a forest,” ¢ Blessed be the Lord Gol, the God
of Israel[and of all nations, gre.l and small], who only doeth wondrous
ithings. And blessed be His glorious name for ever: and let the whole carth
be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen.”

Thouih peor, the people are muost liberal in contribution: for carryw,
on their own work building all the schools and cLapels and teacher
houses; and they give generously, »t much personal sacrifice, to the generl
mission funds. Had it not Leen for ‘he business calamities that have cone
upon Fiji, as ubon most parts of the world, the a.ission promised well ere this
to have been self-supporting. Their deep poverty is borne well: and the
riches of their liberality abound. Iwasdelightednow to find them thoroughly
good nd fully devoted to God and His cause. Thew religiun is a grand
and powerful reality in very trying circumstances,

‘When this mission began, the Fijian language had never been written;
the missionaries, therefore, had to supply it with an alphobet, ind reduce
it to a written form, and then to set to work to explore its grammatwal
stricture, so as to give the peop'e in their own tongue the Word of God, and
furnish them with o useful literature. Very carly i the history of the mis
sion the printing-press was brought into use,

Whern our printer failed in that far-off and out-o.-the-way place we were
in great difficulty, as « new edition of the New Testament and other books
were argently required. We ordered a men from London who would rough
it, be content with the poor fure and small pay and har work we were ac-
customed {v, but such a man was not (ound, Then it cume to pass data




