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Himself waat no human being ever assumed before. But He immediately
adds, ‘‘ This com:nandment have I received of my Father.’’ Because
of this commandment He was under Divine necessity, and sail : ‘¢ The
Son of man must de lifted up.” He could not withhold Himself from
the cross. And the more His life prevails in us, the more His will asserts
itself in us, the more unable shall we be to decline any service which He
enjoins upon us.

Thercfore, we believe that in this time, when the Lord is so powerfully
reaflirming His great commission through the Holy Ghost, and when He
is calling so loudly for men and money to execute that commission,
the greatest demand is for Christians who cannot say ‘‘no.”” Nota
grudging ‘¢ can,” but an irrepressible ‘‘ cannot’’ is most urgently required.
It is the Holy Spirit’s office to create a divine impulse, an irrepressible
spontaneity in the hearts of Christians. "With singular aptness the inward
operation of the Holy Ghost is compared to the working of wine. When
the outburst of Pentecostal fervor was witnessed by the spectators, they
exclaimed in mockery, ¢* These men are full of new wine.”” St, Paul, in
the Ephesians, uses a figure of speech embodying the same idea : ¢ Be
not drunken with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled with the Spirit.”
¢ God-intoxicated men’’ arc what is wanted ; the Spirit impelling Chris-
tians with the same spontancity as the intoxicant impels the drunkard wheo
is filled with wine, That wine is very stale and flat which cannot throw
ot the cork when the restraining wires are cut. And the effervescence of
tae Spirit is not powerful enough which only impels Christians to duty-
doing and divine drudgery, when God calls for irresistible being and doing
and giving.

‘¢ The prospect is as bright as the promises of God,’” was the answer of
Dr. Judson to one who, in his impatience for results, had asked him what
were the prospects on his field. Admirable reply ! To build on the prom-
ises of God is the mark of the highest missionary wisdom. A calculating
age, reckoning evermore on numbers and size and visibility, puts a great
tax on those who work by faith. *‘ Show us your success and we will give
you our money” is the constant challenge of worldly prudence. Nowhere
have we seen missionaries more deeply wounded than at this point. ‘¢ Ex-
hibit the results of your labor, count up your spiritual assets, give us
a catslogue of your converts,”” is the demand of a prudential Christi-
anity. If these are not forthcoming, then the laborer is discredited,
however faithful he may have been on his field.

The promises of God are certain, bat they do not mature in ninety days.
¢ Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the cvidence of things not
seen,” saith the Scripture. As the bank-bill stands for the coin wkich
constitutes its specie basis, so the promises of God stand for the sure and
certain performances of God ; and we want men on our missionary boards,
at home and on the fields abroad, who shall consider God’s promises ** as
good asgold,”’ and accept them as collateral for any loan of men and money,




