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distributed to a much larger number, who receive the benefit of exer-
cise and experience, and are commonly bound closer to their faith,
while deep interest in missions is easily maintained at home. Every
community contains several who have been abroad; one or more have
recently taken their departure and presently will return to tell the
thrilling story of their adventures.

‘We have seen that the Mormon elder is expected not only to bap-
tize, but also to bring home his trophies. And a few words concern-
ing the gatheringshould beadded. It wasfound soon after the Great
Basin was reached that Europe was so remote and the difficulties o
appalling of a journey from thence, that something potent in the way
of impulse must be supplied or else the ¢ valleys of the mountains”
would never become the abode of the saints. And so the Perpetual
Emigration Fund Society was contrived, which eversince 1549 has
loaned or given pecuniary assistance to tens of thousands of the indi-
gent.  Companies of emigrants have been organized and led through
all the long and perilous journey by those who had influence and knew
the way. Vessels were chartered, and in later years emigrant tramns
upon the railroads, and so the cheapest possible rates were secured.
Fifty dollars would pay the passage from Liverpool to Council
Bluffs. And then both the spiritual and the carnal were appealed to
stimulate the faithful to transfer themselves to Utah. They were to
press on at once, not only fer heaven, but also for Salt Lake asa
very important station on the road. And success for a season was
well-nigh overwhelming. So many would flock to Zion that the ut-
most of available ways and means proved insufficient. And then it
was that Brigham in the plentitude of his wisdom hit upon his
famous “ hand-cart scheme,” and announced it as of origin celestial.
The saints were to dispense with wagons and almost all worldly
goods, and to trudge the entire 1,000 miles from the Missouri, male
and female, old and young, and, morcover, cach one push before him
a cart loaded down with about eighty pounds of baggage, food, cte
The storms should not harm them, their garments should not wax old,
the feeblest should renew his strength, ete.  But, alas, the outcome
was different.  Mishap followed blunder in long succession. Frost
and hunger together heset the poor wretches in the mountains, and
scores perished and their bodies became food for wolves.

Even the failures met with by Mormon missionaries, the imita-
tions which beset the progress of that church, barriers to its spread
found to be impassable, are full of instruction to the student of mis-
sions.  As the first suggestive fact of this kind, in every case the
clders have made their aclievements by working up a “ boom.” Or,
the uniform course of things was as follows: Tnder theirpreaching a
tide of interest would set in, would rise presently to a flocd, aud then
was certain to subside never to lift its front again. Examples are




