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SUPERSTITION IN CHINA.
(WhiIo wve do act doom IL bes~t ta have a separato department for tho IlYoung Folk%," we propose

to, have iii cach. number a, fow brief papers 8pecialiy îîdapted to*that dlass, hoping ta littercat thema in
missin 'ork.-ED8.]

Tho foiiowing latter trai 11ev. D. N. Lyon ive have proecrved for yenrs as one of the Most In-
tereBting and Instructive exhibitions of the superstitions prevalliag In China andi the difflculi es the
tuîsit4onaries iîad taconteaid-,wil. Duriag tie summner et 1576 therewere troublous limes i: Contrail
China. Persecution rnged, against Roman Catitolics mainly, but involving Protestants too-EnsD.

Perhaps the cause that gave tise ta so tinsettled a state oi things w-os the
threatened breach of peare betwveen Enlaîîd and China concerning the
Margery affiair. Bad and designing mcn took advaîîtage or the general ap-
preliension that; thiere -%voulci be Nvar, to keep the people iii a constant treilnor
af exciternent. The first mneans resoî-tedl to was ta cut off people's queues,
and circulate reports thiat it w-us done by evil sprites. The loss af a bit of a
queue wvas a harbinger af death to thie persan wituiî thirty days. The
priests, liowever, soon faund a r(unedy in the wvay of tharnus, ia the foarm of
a little yeliaw paper bearing sanie niystcriaus hlaracters. The spritcs ivho
did t1he iiiischief iverc said ta enianate, frai» us, thoughi iii 11angchow no sori-
aus dennstratianw'as mnade agittus. This excitemnent passed aver, and
wve wvere jut.t bcginning ta breathie easýily again, w'dîen another ruunr carne
sweeping- down fronti the north likie a gi-eat ti dal wavc-spri tes in the shape
of littie paper men entered peoles hanses at niglit and fell upan the basomns
of sleeping- innocents, g.raditally expanding titi the paon victimi was just
about cruslhed ta death. These paper men, it was said, Nvere sent out by
the nîissionaries. Tîva weels ugo ta-mnoi row 1 wzis out ta visit the ont-
station at Zaug-Peh, and faundf the wvholc cwintry in such an uiproar as 1 had
nevcî- seen beforie. The usuial rnens af warding aif ghaosts Nvas rosorted ta,
viz., beating af gong-. The people at cvery villazige arnd hiamlet lad a strongi
gruard, wvliî, thraughi thi, whale ni-lit, niarclied, arauinu bea.ting thiein gangs,
and once in a wlîile set tiing up sucli a lhowl as miade anc think that the de-
nions ai thliwer regians hiadbrokenl lose. Our cluapel is about a miile and

a hall froin the inarnket town af Zatig-Pehi, wherc the Aiorican B ptist Mis-
sion lias at chapel. On Saturday the Baptist native assistant caiue'to aur
clhapol and said that the people iii the town w-ere very iiiieh enraed and
huad stoned their ehapel and thireatenced ta tear it down and kzili t1ie Christ-
ians. On consuiltation with aur natives, it w-as, thanghit liust for nie ta o
to) the local niagistrate and asi: hiin ta quiet the pe-ople. I did sa, and
thaough the maitaewws iîtiiefat lionie, luis deputy sent sanie run-
nerS ta the town1 GiZag- andi told tce people they must by no meus
tonu the ioreign chtapt-l. On the return. of the niagistrute lie is.sued a

praramaonandi ail berîanie quiet. I caie liome an the ialiowingMonday,
anuu an Wednosday igh-t the Sing--z pwstor caie, saying that a niob liail
lauted tie chapel at thiat plat-e, anti w-as ouuly hindcrvd fraiteariug it dowiu
by tie appearanc> -of the local iiuarn with his soldiers. Thi- iiext Jay
Mr.Dodd and înyslf -weuit ta Uie Ta-tai livre iii tie rity, aîîd laid the cs
bt-fore Ihlmi. "%V( weu-e vv-ry wIl reeived, and lie l)roinisedt to dIo all ini
his poiv-x ta quiet tut' people andi restore us agaiu to aur ciilel as before.
Siiîce thiat tiii- a gi-t-t iiunber of proclamatioan-, have been issued hy the pr-o-
vinucial -over-ra nd effher mandarins, .xliingii ta tlue pt-ople thiat the so-
oery said to have beven prai-ticed w-as .oii btdly thue l<So'iety of the Wut
Lily,' and that the Chr-istian missionax-h-s have xîuthing ut aIf tu do0 Nvith iL
Sa Uhc excitcuuit, pso il, and wluat the devii dcsigted as a hindrance ta
the cause ai trufu wviIl rathler turn oîut for tue fut-therance ai the Gosj»tl."
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