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Punctuality, hospitality, love of books, love of man, fidelity to promise,
conscientionsness, benevolence, large-niinded and large-hearted service to
humanity, have for centuries been family traits. Whio shial dare to say that
there is nothing in " blood" ?

'Williain Earl Dodge was a native of Hlartford, Conu., and born in
1805, so that; at the time of his death, in 1883, hoe wâs nearly sevcntv.
cight years of ýage. It is always important to know -%vlat are the earlî'
influences -%vhielh shape a man's future ; for -%ve are ail of us molded iargelV
by our environmient, even tho it bc principally by the heroîc resistancc
-which it compels to unfavorable and hindering influences. In Mr. Dodges
case the surroundings wvere helpful. Hie -%vas brouglit up in an atmosplierc
-%vlichl ivas at once full of the oxygen of business training and the perftime
of Christian faith. Hie wvas xnarked by a mind that was alert and a body
that ivas active ; hie craved knowledge, hie yearned for occupation, and he
]oved animais., and se hie -vas disposed to intelligence, industry, and
affection.

At his queenly inother's knee ho learned bis first lessons of faith ami
prayer, and both alphabets, the literai and the spiritual. lier mental equi-
poise, lier emotional tenderness, hier Cliristian devotion, lier sanctified eom-.
mon sense, loft lasting ixnpress on the plastiec day of his chuld-character.
lus father lielped to form studious habits, to direct his courses of readinr,
and te inculcate ideas of unselfishness; and service to liumanity iii the lad,
wvhose future neither parent hiad forecast enougli te prediet ; and bis iincle
by marriage, the remarkzable mian whose brain %vas thoughit by Professoýr
Bush to be the only adequate explanation o>f the brilliant meteorie displav
of 1837-Dr. Samuel ILI Cox-hiad soinewvhat te do i inspiring the bmoy'
botter nature, for ho resided at Dr. Cox's home for a tinie -%vlie at schio<d
in Mendhjain, N.c J.

Before Williami was fully thirteen lie was summonedl by bis fatiier ti,
the great metropolis, hceforth te bc so closely linked with lis naine and
fame, and school life w'as exchanged abruptly for a clerkship ini a dry.
goods house. lie sO commended Iiimselif te his employers that at the ecal
of bis first, ycar's work ho received a watch as a token of tlicir regard-
a significant token, for William E. Dodge wvas always a mn who wvas iup
to time. For a while financial straits, -%hich drove the family Io Coineti-
ctit, changed Williaxn's home and occupation ; and at Bozrahiville lie was
permittedl for tlie first, tiime to " stirt in buisiness" for himself, stockiu ap
showcase in his father*s country store, and, tho not yet fiftecn, bîîyin,,
and selliug on his oiyn accouint, and learning howv te adapt lîimself to his
customers. A year or two, pass, and tLhis saine boy William lias shown
enough capacity and eagacity to be trusted to go te J.ew York reguMlarlv
as the purchasiug agent of thc business. Meanwhile the bov's Culs-
tian character and activity were finding in the humble Newv. Engliand vil-
lage a congenial clime, for a revival turned the cotton-mili, of whicli lus
father aIse, lad charge, inte a place of prayer, and thc busines of tic


