
LEAVES THEY HAVE TOUCIIED.

"lJ. Bapt. Ferrarii Hesperides, sive de Malorum Aureorurn culturl.
et usi Libri IV." In titis age of decadence in classical knowledge-
it iiay be necessary to say that the Hesperides were certain rnythic
ziymphis, daughters of Hesperus or the West, placed in charge of
gardons or islands productive of delicious fruits, but whose site was
kept secret. We have first, in Ferrarius' book, the %tory of the visit
of Hercules ta the gardon of the Hesperides in quest of the precious
fruits (Aurea Mala) ; theu cornes an accunt of the introduction of
these fruits, which are sttted ta be citrons, lemons, and oranges of
varions sorts, inato Italy, with inythological legends relating to that
introduction; and finalIy we have a dibcussion of the several varieties-
of the fruits just namned, their l)roperties and their proper treatment.
Interspersed are splendidly executed copperpiates of Hercules, fr-ont
the antique; eofavlgsa coins on whichi Hercules figures; ;]sa,
enibleznatic groups represonting the introduction of the A urea ila
into Italy; and thon spirited representatians of the different fruits
theniselves, soine ini each species Lsuining veiy cuvions ani even
grotesque forrns. The sketchesq or designs of the cmnbleuîatic groups
were contributed by artists of great eninience: anc is by Andreas
Sacchi; auather by Pietro Beretini di Cortona; anotiter by Francis
Albani; another by Philippus Galiardus; another by Gxuida Reni;
and another by Nicholas Poussin. The 1-lercules Farneso is by
Perier. Tiae etigraver in the niajority of cases is J3lonh:trz. It
appeara that «nido Reni hiad just died. A eulogy on his, skill and
genius is given. In Guido's plate, a Syren or N.Lereid is scen per-
forining on the v'ioliii. In the inid of an Italian there is umthing of
the ludicrous about the idea af a violin. Anigels in lmc.ven are oftelà
rcpresented ini sacred Art as playiug op that instrument.

Ferrarius dedicates lis work ta the city af Siens, bis native place.
Hercules, he says, prcsanitedI ta Kin- Eurysthcnes anly three of the
apples of the liesperides. He, Fcrrarius, affers ta zhc acceptance of
his fellow-Sienese an orchard full of thein. The Laugnage throughout
his great folio is remarkably easy snd good; uievcrthelcss, at the end
lie rhetoricallv professes ta have lowly thoughts of his Iitorary powers,
indulging at thie sanie tume in a plIay on his own naine. The-se -are bis
closing words : HSc habui "que e »alis autreis coetscribercS, nec elegan-
tins pote i ferreo stylo, FEizizita!us."

Often mnust H:orao WValpole have liftcd down this curions volumne
frorn its place; often must, bis hands and those af bis friends have


