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After hear'ng this several times, I dirccted my cyes toward
the speaker, who was galy dressed with a gold chain neross,
this bosom, und a showy ring on the httle finger of cnch hand.
* That's an excellent mdea 2 siwd he agon, just at the moment
I lifted up ny head, and 1 thea felt o desire to eateh one or
two of the many *“cxcelient adeas” that were falling around
me.

What a poor, perishing world is this, whether we consider
it an abuling place, or with respeet to the fulfilment of these
hopes which arc continually rising in our restiess hearts!  Every
day presents us with proofs that this is not *our rest,” and
every hour brings forth enough to convince us, that cur carthly
hopes, like bubbles on the running stream, only glitter onc
moment to burst into empty nothinguess in the next.  How
often ure we expecting much from sources that yield but little!

There may, or may not be wisdom in thus indulming in a
passing reficction, when relating a common.place oceurrence;
bat it is a habit of mine; and Old Humphrey cannot see, hear,
read, write, or converse, without now and then throwing w u
passing reflection,

Well, as I said, T was on the look out for * excellent idens.”
Thiese are not, cerkwinly very often to be met with, and you may
a8 well expect to see pinc.apples on blackberry bushes, as to hear
“excellent ideas” from the thoughtless and the vam: but the
old proverb says, It never rumns but it pours;" and however
acarce “ excellent ideas” muy be in pencral, yet f 1 meght jutige
by the exclumations that reached me, I was m a fur way of
falting in with a profusion of them,

Tuough I uppeared to pore aver my book, my ears were wide
open to what was gomg on at the other end of the room.

The conversation was on the subject of cigars, und one of the
party thought it would be no bad thing to take onc to church
with him the next time he went there.

* That's an excellent idea ! excluimed the one in the gold
chain.

The excellency of this idea did not at all strike me; on the
caontrary, it seemed to m.e to be thoughtless, silly, and profane. I,
however, etill kept my ears open.

# Tom,” said one of them soon after, * what do you think ? in
passing by the blind Scothiman at the Regent’s Park, I dropped
pebble stone nto his hat: ¢ Thank vou,’ said the old fellow, who
thought he had got a capital catch.”

“ An excellent idea P again cried out the one with the gold
chain,

The excellency of this idea was quite as indistinet to me as the
former one. I thought both the idea und the act were mean,
wanton, and cruel; but the conversatvm changed.

“How did you manage, Ned, with your watch 7 asked
one.

¢ Oh,"” teplied he who was addressed, « I persuaded the watch.
maker that it hud a aold hey toit when I hiitit wath b, o keep-
sike, that I would not bave parted with for double its vatue ; wnd
80 he was glad enough to get off without charging me any thing
fur the new spring.?

“ An cxcellent idea ! once more exclaimed the omumented
admirer of this fraudulent ingenuity.

Now, excellent as this was pronounced to be, it was nothing
less than impndenne, deceit, and dishonesty.

* Well,” thinks I, *+f Old Huruphrey bas not had quite enough
¢ axcelleet ideas’ for one day its a pity;” so drinking up the lust
drop that was left at the boitom of my colfegoup, | closed my
book, and walked away, musing on the weakness, the folly, the
heartlessness, and immorality of the world.

When a man peks up stones in good carnest 1o throw at lis
newghbours” windows, he may very soon break 2 great many
panes; and, in bke manner, when he sets ahout findiag fanh
with these around him, he is never at a los: for something to find
fault with, T soon made out a lang cutalogue, not of ** wdeas”
only, but of plans and wndertakmps, which, though envadercd
“excellent” by thousands of people, are weak, worthlvss, und
wicked. It was truly astinishing how elearly 1 saw the crrors
of others, how sagely I rflected on the matter, and how clo.
quently 1 reproved the folhes and frailtics of mankind.

At last 1t occurred to e, that it mught not be amiss, after
foing abroad so much, to come a liitle nearer home ; for perhaps

ought find i my own head and heart some * cacdllent deas,”
and adumrable undertakings, not & wha mare valuable than those
of my neighbours.

Wiat an ignorant, vain, presumptuous, and inconsistent being
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it man! How much he knows of others, how httle of himsoll
How quick is he to condemn the fanlts of his fellow sinners, an
haw sllmv to amend his own! I had worked myvself up to a
steh of virtuons indigmation s T had arruigned others of maaifold
uusdemeanowrs, and performed the offices of jury und judge to
iny own satisfaction, dispesing of every cace us 1 thoughi proper.
Yot tnay be sure that I folt a hittle hughomnded ;5 but when 1
bronght up Old Humphrey himself to the bar, I was roon hum-
bled even to the dust,

s bud enough,” said I, ¢ when the youny act a f{oolish
purt, thinking that *exccllent,’ which is unworthy, and pursning
folly instead of wisdon : but what exeuse has he whose huirs are
grey, who bas had the expericnee of a lengthened life fo nssist
him, and who has long tuken upon him to mstruct others in the
way they should ge? What excuse has such # one as Old
Huamphrey to offer, when the light, hotlow, fiothy things of tune
are estimuted by him as * very excellent,’ und pursued with more
ardour than the things of cternity 7

Of all ploughing and harrowing, the ploughing and harrowing
of our own hearts is the hardest work, and I think U may add, it
prepares for the richust harvest, T felt determined 1o give myself
na guarter. I bad been fierce as a hon in my attack, bat was
tame as a lamb when obhged to defend myself; and after half an
honr's ririd examination of my own hearst, you might have trod-
den on the toes of Old Humphirey without his reproaching you ;
so mmch was he humbled in his own estimation.

1t may be that you alsn have been pluming yourself on some
“excellent ideas,”” which will no more bear the test of Chrstian
congideration than ssme of mine, If 1t them so, try, at leust
avoid itterness, and o manifest a forbe bey spirit towards an
offtnding  brother.  If we have both arind, let us both try
w amend together; for however * errellent” our “ idess™
may be, one practical illustration of exceChnstan  principle
of forbearunce and charity will be worth the ell.

MOTHER'S DEPARTMENT.

S
A Nation’s true glory.

“These are my jewels,” said an lustrious lady of antiquity,
painting to her well.educated children,  And could every mother
with the Bible in her hand and her children before her realize that
through its mfluence, these may be made jewels of the bryltest
luster, not merely to honor her who brought them to the light but
to add to a nation’s grandeur, and to a Savior's crown of glory,
would she not ptize the Bible and prize her children more” than
ever 2 A nution’s highest glory is to be attained, not by wealth
and outward splendor, not by an array of mulitary power, but by
the ultiphention of nmmottal minds, properly cnlightened, and
trunsformed into the moral umage of their Maker. It is thus
which cunsuitates the glory and the honor of © the nations of them
that are saved”  And what spectacles can imagination pant,
wore sublime, than that of a_great nation, all instracted from
childhvod m the Jangnage and spirit of the Bible: all thought to
revernee and obey its Divine Awthor, and to love their neighbor
as themselves 7 And can be be a gond citizen, who would in any
way hinder such a result !—who would not inenleate upon the
young and ns.ng milhons the preeepts of the saered volume 7 In.
unite Wisdow has ordained, * Thou shalt teach them diligently
unty thy children, and shalt talk of them when thon sittest in
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way.” ¢ Reirch the
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye bave etemal life® And can
he be a goud subject of human government, who would despise or
ncgleet this beacvolent injunction of the Kng of kings? Infi
nire Intihgence has testificd, * The law of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul ; the testimonies of the Lord are sure, making
wise the simple ; the statues of the Lord are nght, rejoicing the
heart ; the commandment of the Lord 1s pure, enlightening the
eyus ; the fear of the Lard is clean, enduring for ever; the judg-
wents of the Lord are trae, and rightrous altogether; more to be
dusired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold.”  These di-
vine sentiments arc corroborated by the expenence and testimony
of ealightencd millions in bouth worlds,  Who, thep, that loves hus
country, nis children, or his Almighty Benefactor, would not, in
every step of education, inculeate those everlusting truths, which
thas impart light, freedom, punity and joy 3 which make good eiti-
zens both here and hercafter : and wineh, in the sight of Heaves,
are more precious to man than mountains of gold 7



