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SKBTCH OF THK HISTORY OF THE CHURCI OF
SCOTLAXD.

The Christian religion was introduced into Scot-
land in the course of the fiest centary.  There are
several old historians who mention that the Apostles
preached in Britin; but there is nothing ceriain on
record as to whether or not they penctrated into Scot-
Jand. The most gencrally received opwion is, thar,
about the year 96, during the persccution carried on
agamst the Christians by Domitian, the Rowan em-
peror, some Christians fled into Scottand, and preach-
ed the gospel there, and bronght the natives to the
knowledge of Clrist. These are believed to have
been some of the disciples of the apostie John,  Tins
opinton is founded, in part, ona tradition which was
handed down for several ages amongst the Scottish
Christians themselves.  Although John and his dus-
ciples labored principafly in the East, it is not impos-
sible taat some of them might travel in the apposite
direction, and bedriven by persecution into Scottaud.

The Scots, at this time, were attached to the idol-
atry of the Druids, which, at one time, prevailed ex-
tensively over the Butish Isles, as well as over a
great part of Europe. ‘The Druids were a sort of
priests who performed their rites, and offered up theiy
sacrifices in groves of oak trees, whence their name,
(from drus, un oak.) Tucoak was considered by
them as the emblem, or rather the residence of the
Deity whom they worshippsd. In some parts of
Scotland, particularly in some of the islands, there
remain to this day ciccles of huge stones or pillars
which are supposed to have been crccted by the
Druids in their groves. Thew religion certainly
of great antiquity, is supposed to have bzen the
same to which the Jews so frequently revolted in
the days of Ahab, Manassch, &ec.; and hence such
allusions as that in Ismah 1. 29, * They shall be
ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired,” &c.
Their rites were often cruel and bloody, for we read
that they sometimes otfered up human sacrifices to the
Deity.,  There were several curcumstances which
caused them to be lghly respected, and to give them
a most powerful hold on the nunds of the people.
While they taught the mmortality of the soul, they
also belicved in and taught s transmigration, ove
which they professed to have the power. They
were hikewise skiled in several brauches of naturai
philosophy, which enabled them to take advantage of
raany phenomena, which were the cffects of natural
causes, to work upon the superstition of the people,
and to impress them witih the idea thut they were pos
sessed of supernatural power.  They belonged, more-
over, to the best families; and in addition to their
being often employed as l:gisiators, they were the
Jjudges or arbitrators i all controveisies, public and
private, and whoever dih not submit to ther judge-
ment was held as impious and accursed, These
things require to be kept in mind, in order to enable
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to contend with at its first introduction, as well asto ¢
appieciate the value of that trinmph which the gospel

obtawed over the dark superstition, and the horrid .
vites of Paganism. :

That the gospel was pretty generally received in
Scotland hefore the close of the second century, is
mferced from an incidental expression of Tertullian,
who flourished aiout that time.  In speaking of the
propagation of the gospel, he includes amongst those
countries which were then converted to the faith of .
Chnist, cven those parts of Britain which had proved .*:
inaccessible to the Roman arms  There can be no
doubt as to whom this reference applics, for it is a
well known fact that the whole island had at this
time been subjected to the Roman arms, except the
parts nhab.ted by the Scots,—the more southern and
south castern distiicts of what is now called Scotland,
wito whica the Romans had made incursions, being
then orcupied by the Picts.

It the begimug of the thivd century, Christianity
was publicly professed 1n Scotland.  The first of tue
Scottish kings who cmbraced it was Donald I, who, -
in the year 203, was public'y and solemuly bapuzcd
along with his Queen, and a number of his nobles.
Tlus circumstance shows that by whomsoever the ,;
wospel was first introduced into Scotland, it must
have existed there for some considerable time prevnous
to this period.  The gospel does not, in gencral, :1;,
tiold, in the first instance, on the gicat, or the miglhty,
or the noble of tins world. It most frequently worke f§
its way upwards from the humbler classes of society.
This would cspecinily be the case at that time i ¥
Scotland, where the Druid pricsts belonged to the -
uighest and most powerful fanities in the land, and,
as might nawmaily be expected, wou'd give it ther
most dcnded opposition 5 and its being cmbracod b) RO
the King and the nobles, is a pretty correct index lo\”::
the fact that at least a considerable mass of the people -3
were already leavened by it.  The bringing about o'~ 4
such a change as this must have been the work ot
sone considerable time, and, although all other evi
dence were wanting, this circumstance of itself woulig;
prove that the date assigned for the first planting ¢
Christianity in the country is pretty near the trathfras
Aad when we consider that, even inthe time assigned f Y
such a change was wrought upon a people, who, =
comumnon with many other European nations, were i
a rude and barbarous state, and were, moreoverf”s
engaged in frequent and bloody wars, and who we:
hcld in subjection by an artful heathen pricsthoos’
who wiclded a powerful influence over their superss;
tious minds, the fact speaks not a little for the devote
zeal, and unwearied diligence of the ficst Christ
teachers, by whom, under the Divine blessing, suc
achnnf'c was cffected.
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us better to estimate the power that Christianity had

minions. The design was favored by the nobxlx“ ,




