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The Chîristian religion was introduccil int Seot.
land il% Cite course of the first century. Titue are
several old historians wlîo mntion that tic Apostli-
pîecclîr in l3rimain ; but thcre is noîhing ccrnaii on
record os to iylicîl)cà or nor dîey pencîraieid mfbi scat-
lanîd. Tihe înost geceraily rcccivcd opîtiion is, thai,
about the year 'JG, duriiig thé, perecution carried on
against the Christans by Domttian, Clic Roman eut-
peror, soinc Christians fird into Seotiand, and preacli-
cd thie gospel thoera, and broigh-t Ille nastives l lthe

kcnowicdg-e of Christ. Tiiese rire believced to have
becn sornie of Uhe disciples of the apostie John. This
opinion is founided, in part, on1 a tradition wilicl %vas
handed dowvn for severai ages amongst the Scottibli
Christians îteinseives. Aliliougit Johni and lits dis-
ciples lab.oredl principaily in tlic iast, il is agit imlmos-
sible tant sonse or Ilicin illiglit travcl ini tUe opposite
direction, gald bc driveit by pcrsecution into Scoil.tid.

The Scots, ait this tiime, %vcre attachicd to the idol-
atry of îC Druids, wlich, i one lune, îîrevailedl ex-
tcnsivcly over tUe Britishi Isies, as wvcll as over a
greal part of Europe. The Drnids wvere a sort of
priests who pcrforined tiicir rites, anid offéred up tutui
sacrifices ini graves of oak trccs, wlicnce their naine,
(front drus, un liait.) The oak %vas considercd by
thenm as the crillient, or rather thec rcsidence of the
Deily whion îiîey wogrshippýd. In soma parts of
Scotlond, pariicularly in soie of Clic islIands, die
remnaîn t0 titis day circles of linige mtolles or pillars
which arc supposait ta havc been crccted by ilte
Druids in Chir groces. Tiir religion certainly
of great anîiquity, is suîpposcl Io bava bcn tee
samne t0 wliîchtUic Jews so frequsiiîiy revoit cd iii
the days of Aliab, Ilatiass-,Ig, &c.; and fianîce suds
allusions as that in lsaiali 1. 129. Il Ttîcy slsai bc
ashamed of the oaks uviiich ye have desired," &c.
Their rites %vara often cruel oîîd loody, for wc reand
thaltlîey sometînies aîTerid up hunan sacrifices ta thec
Deity. Tiiere were severai circumrstaiices wlinch
causel Cheam ta bc higly respectaid, anid ta give îliem
a miost poverfui liold on Cte nîînds; of the people.
'%Vhile thcy tatîglît the î:iniorîolity of tlle seîul, lhey
aiso beliuved in and lauglit uts transmigration, oves
which thcy professeid to have tic power. Tlicy
werc likewisc skilicd in several branches of naturai
philosopiîy, winch enabledl theun t0 talie îî.lvatagtt.c oh
maany phenoinunat, whîicli wcrc the (ffccts of naî.ur.il
causes, te %ork upon thîe superstition of the people,
and to imprcss theosn wita thte icica tîtut îlîcy wcerc pos
sessed of supcrnaîural poever. Tiîcy beloiîged, nioie-
over, to tite best familles, ; nd in addition tethteir
bein- oflen cmploycd as I.iiators, tiîcy ivere the
judges or arbitra-ors an ail controveisics, publie and
private, and whocvcr dii. nlot subîniit te tlîcîr judge-
nient was hcld as iniiocis and accurscdl. Thcsc
things require te bc kept in mind, ins order t0 enable
us bettcr Co estimtuae the power tChat Cliristianity hll

la conend evith nt ils first introduction, as %vcll as ta
:uppîeciate the vaille or Iliot trinîpli tvliehl Clic gospel
obtaiicd oecr te dark superstition, oand Cite Iiorrid
rute or Paganisînl.

That the gospel evas preiîy gencr.rlly rccivcd in
Scotlaid liefore lthe close of th second century, is
,inferred froin îî,î incidentai expression of Tertullian,
%vite iloîirislcd itîhoet ligie ligne. lii speaking or Illte
propagation of tige gospel, lic includes aiongst Chose
cotiitiries îvlicl were tien convertcd ta tie faith of
Christ, avait tliose parts; of Eritain whîicli lîad provcd
inaccessible te the Roulait orgis Tiiere cao bc tno
dotibt as I10 11 [voîlits rcfereiîe npplics, for it is a
%v'ell known filet Chtat Clie wlole iî.land lîad ait tItis
tigne: Uco subjectid te ice Roman arms, except thie
paris iilab.icd by lthe Scots,-tlîe more souîlicril and ,

somîli casîciit distits of wliaî is nolv called Scotiand, '

uîîîa whiico lite Ronians fiaid made incursionis, bain.-
tilio% oucîipîcd Uy thec Picîs.

Il tige beginuiîg of lthe thiird century. Clîrisîianity
tvas publicly jîrofessedl lt Scotiand. TUe flrst of lime
Scottist lciîîgs wlio cnbraced it %vas Donatld I., wvho,
in iilIe ycar 203, %vas pîtblir'y and solcinly baptizrd,
along wav iitls tineemi, and a nunîbecr of lus nobles. '
Thîis circuinsîaîîee shiows iliat hy wviîmmsevcr the
gospel %vas first introduccd itute Scoiand, it il ust
bave existed tUcre for sote considerable Lime prcvious
te titis pcriod. The gospel dues îlot, in generai, loy
huold, ini tic first inistance, oit(tie g; cal, or (lie îtiiilt;-
or tige noble of this worid. It niast frûqîîentiy %worke f
its way upwvards froin the litbier classes of Society.i$
Titis would especially bc the case nt tUaI tigne ini
S3coîlaîîd, wheira th Dr,îid prists bc!ong-ed t0 dt
iligliîzst anmd mitî powm'.-fili fimo l;ies i n theuait(], and 4
*îs luigl, ilatît al y Uc expecîcul, %vou'd give it Ilîcîr
iiiost deciîed oilposition ; andl ils b2ing enibrac.d b>,

îlcKi~ and the nobles, is a irrtiy roretidxl

tige fâec îiî.î at least a co,îsiderable masls of thec pcop4p
uvere ire.îdy leaveneid by it. The brittging about e1ý*
suait a c!Ilztle as titis must have been the eeork «Il.
se le colisiderable ligne, antd, ailticgli ail oîher evi-k
dciîce wcrec w.iiing, this circumstanc«! of ilseif wotffl
pîiîvc Ilit the dmie ossignaid for lthe first plantiîîg û:
Ciiristiaznity it he counîtry is pretty neor the trutà
Aid Mvieîn wc consider that, even in the luneasgîe
sueli a change %vas %vrotîtgit alpoet a people, Whîo, 1ý
colanon wt inany calier Eturopezan nations, wcrcmd
a z rude anîd barbarous stalag anîd %verc, nsorcovttr,
eniiggcd ini freqteitt ndi bloody wors, and who wtcu,~
field ini suubjeccioîi by ait artfmfl cie:n prieeî>ioo!;'
wlio wiclde-d a poverful influence over Chacir supers:-'ý
tutus înliiîîis, the ficl spcalis not o littlc fer the dcvott*!
ze.ti, and utwca.ried diligence of lite flrst Chtristie
leaciters, by wvioo, under lte Divinte blessing, suc:
aeclînge %vas eiferîrdl.

Tie inîcrests of Ciîristianiîy wcre zealouslys-
portail by Donald. Hc inîcnded ta have extirpait
lte heaalîco rites ana ceremonies of lte Druids, a

te have piaîtiîc Christianiîy ini every part cf hîs
minions. The d1csign wos favored by the nobIýi.


