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sinue in darkness, but even glory.in their ignorance,
as the meansa of safety, and a way of sure escape
from the wrath to-come—~who take -care not to
jearn their duty, that they. may not be obliged to
do their duty.” It seems almost impossible that
any man who lives in a christian land can dare to
plead this excuse, Have you not the faculties of
162500, underst.mdmrr, aud conscience ?  Is not the
l,m of God ‘set beture you in terms which none
cin misinderstand 7 Are not the precepts of the
Gospel, perspicuity itself 7 Is not eveiy daty ur-
ged upon you with a.frequency and ecarnestucss
which makes ignorance almost inpossible and neg-
ligence inexcusable? In some respects, jndeed,
this_preténded ignorance is worse than avowed
‘sin: for we. tllereby declare that the divine lai is
) 1mpetfect, and that many-important precepts have |}
Deen omitied by the Lawgiver.

We proceed now to.ong of the frequent pre-
tencés by Which men palliate their sins-~the force
of tempumon. This would be, indeed, an ample

_éxcuse, if témptations possessed any power to
conipel us tosin.. But this they cannot do.  What'
isthat mwhty poiver which men ascribe to - temp-
ttions, and which they aftirm none can resist ?

" Their power is- siall, indeed ; for they have no

_power except merely that of prcacmmw themselves
béfore us; if we only turn away our eyes, they are
emngmshed. But by a strange ta!lac.y, we ascribe

- to these lifeless insensible things what is really
mhe:eut in ourown minds: we persuade oursel\ ()

1 8in, and then imagine that rhey ey persuade us: we

< pirsue them; and then suppose that they have pur-
sued and. overlaken us : we exclaim that we are
tempted by God, when we are tcmptcd aid enticed

by our own Just; It is the utmost folly to speak of
bemg teinpted irresistibly. Al our tcmptatwns
wre of a finite ‘nature ; but our motives .to resis-
tance are infinite: Now, tio finite thing can over-

-come or influence the .mind irresistibly ; because

~wecan turn from it; and -contemplate somctlnng
greater- and more xmportanl.. Did Satan offer us
the whole world -as the price of sin, we would

) most Justly | incur the anger of God by coinpliance
with- his- solicitations ; “bécavse motives of ten

- thousand times greater force urgeus to obeilience.
How much more guilty inust he be who yieldsto a
far less temptatioti, some small portion—some mere
fraction of the world—some contemptible pleasure
orworthiesy attainment ! I need not speak of the
confusion which would be introduced into the mo-

. nl world if such. an excuse: were received. No

" ene sins witliout some inducemient ; fof this would

be to act - without inotive or. dcslgn. If then, the

. temptation- excused the sin, the divine law would

be rendered powerless at the very time: when its

303
power was most required. Some may say itis
unjust to place us amd temptations, and then pune
1sh us for yiclling to therr power, But the apoa-
tle conclusively auswers this objection ¢ No tewp-
tation betuls us, but what hus been endured by men
of like mfirmities with ousselves. The same grace
that supported them, is able to strengthen us for

the contest and the victory, and- to muke us stand
in the evil duy,

If temptation he no excitsé for sin, it must be
still more vain to plead the forceof long habits
{t-is true, that habit enslaves the mind so complete .
ly us often to urge it on to sin against all the.
warnings and expostulations of conscietice. But
docs this furnish any excuse for the sins to which
itleads 7 Sirely not,  ‘This well kuown puwer of
habit ought to have beena most urgent motive
toavoid those ¢hains and bonds, which almost no
human strength can shake off, when once fixed up-
on the soul At the very first temptation, this mo-.
tive should have urged us to resistance  at the:
second tetptation, it vughtto have oc(:mr'ed wi?.h
still more force ; und every successive sin into
which wefelly ought to have shewn us inore clear-
Iy the tnstant duty of flecing from the dangerous
cnt-m"lcmcut. Aud shall ‘a2 man come forward,
and’ plead us an apology for sin, that very thing:

which dught to have rendered sin faf more odious
and dt.teatublo in his sl"‘llt' Often. doés the.word.
of Gud assure us- that habit forins a high aggra-
vationof gwit,. «Can the Ethiopian chzml,e his
skin or tl:c ‘leapard his spots 2 How then siall- ye

who are accustomed to do evil, learn to do well
Hoiv obviousis this even to common reason. Do we
pay une debt by coutracting still deeper and heavier
oblirations? Does oire crime make a sinner, buta
unouannd crimes. a- saint.?” \What . father would
speak thus to-his rebellious child : « The first time
you offended ine, T was displeased ; the next time,
{ was less offended 3 and now that your sebellious
temper has been so conﬁrmed that you' canhot
movern or- control it, L am fot angry at all. » As
fur the somewhatsimilar excuse so often a.l!on'cd—-
the cotmmon custom of the world around ns—l
would merely observe that this only adds new gullt
to your -transgression, that you give your counte-
uance and encouragement to-a sinful custom, and
thus destroy not only your own soul, butso far. as
liesin you; the souis of & whele uexghbouthood or
nation, 1farebel stand-.alone, and lifs only. his
single hand against his king, lis feeble efforts may
be despised. But if he join ‘a host of: rebels and
swell the ranks of revolt, then he stands expooed~
to the vengeance of his prince. Shall not the num-
ber of his accomplices in crime, in place of excusing
his conduct, be an argumcnt for his condemmation.?




