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first of each month. Its object is the
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the proper conservation of the
same, together with timely articles
covering town-planning and public
health
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ALLUREMENT OF SPECU-
LATION

Few duys pass when farmers,
young an old, are not asked to
nvest in financial concerns, in
npﬁ'ululionu which dangle untold
riches before their longing eyes.
The agents are clever and per-
severing.  They have a thousand
strings to their bow. Town lots,
mining claims, natural gas and oil
wells, patents, are all means of
enticement, all the more alluring
sinee the risk which accompanies
them is hidden more or less honest-
ly under the name of some master
of finance, or by an advertisement
cleverly inserted in a conspicuous
place in a newspaper of wide eir-
culation. It is a veritable scourge,
a plague. One must live in the
country and hear the wails of the
vietims, to grasp the whole situa-
tion. 1 do not think that I exagger-
ate when I declare that in the one
county where I live, $100,000 and
more have simply been thrown
away by our farmers. Some of
these, seized by a fatal frenzy
have not hesitated to sell their
beautiful farms, the heritage re-
ceived from their forefathers, in
order to barter the value for a
serap of paper which guaranteed
them the ownership neither of an
inch of land nor a pennyweight of
silver,

Can this evil not be remedied ?
Is it necessary to leave the farmer
to learn wisdom at his own ex-
pense by becoming the prey of
greedy p{uuderem.’ Is it necessary
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Canada’s Fire Loss

Its Effect upon Production and Competition
for Foreign Trade

The fire loss of Canada has reached enormous proportions.
drain upon her financial resources constitute
no country can afford and still meet competi
footing.

The war has had far-reaching effects upon commerce.
countries, in greater or less degree, are realizing their latent powers,
productic g speeded up, resources are being developed, trade
openings are being sought and established. Prior to the war Canada
found hersell handicapped in any scheme of trade expansion by the
lower cost of production i+ Europe. It therefore follows that, with the
realization by European countries of their commercial possibilities,
this trade handicap will be greatly accentuated.

On the basis of uverages, and from the data available as to the
cost of insurance and upkeep of fire departments, the following
comparisons may be deduced :

For the past three years the average rate for fire insurance in
Canada has been $1.18 per $100 of insur k¢ wge rate in
Sweden is 40, in Austrin .30, in England .23, in Germany .22, in France
21, in Spain .19, and in Italy .19,

A Canadian employer of labour with 100 employees, earrying an
insurance of $50,000 on plant and buildings, and, assuming that
$2,000 insurance is carrvied or paid for by each employee on furniture
and dwelling, —or a total of $250,000—would, on the foregoing basis,
have to provide in wages and overhead charges $2,050. His compet
in Sweden would only require $1,000, in Austria $750, in England
in Germany 8550, in France $525, in Spain and Italy $4

For upkeep of fire departments Canada is ily taxed in com-
countries. In 1914, Paris, France, with u
population of i, had a total fire department expenditure of
approximately $656,479, or 23 cents per head.  Toronto, for the same
year, with a population of 470,144, spent $675,146 on her fire depart-
ment, equal to $1.43 per head.

The Toronto manufacturer—and this is only an example for all
Canada—has to provide for himself and family and for each employee
and his family $1.43 to cover fire department costs, as against the
23 cents his Paris competitor must provide; or, with an average of
five to a family, for his 100 employees, he would have to pay in salaries
and wages $722.15 as against $116.15 by his European competitor,

For insurance and upkeep of fire department the Toronto em-
er of 100 hands, as representative of Canadian industry, must pay
2 against $641 in Paris, a handieap equal to $30 per loyee,

The Census Report of 1911 gives 515,203 as the number of em-
ployees engaged in manufacturing in Canada; consequently at 830
per head, there is a handicap of 815,456,090 against Canadian manu-
facturers in the cost of fire insurance and municipal fire departments.

The salaries and wages paid to these 515,203 employees amounted
to $241,008416, an average of $467.80, or approximately $9.00 per
week.  The foregoing handieap of $30 per employee represents the
wages for 3.3 weeks of each employee,

In 1910 the produets of Canadian manufacturers were valued at
$1,165,975,639.  This charge for insurance and municipal fire protec-
tion therefore represents an added sax of 1.3 per cent upon Canada’s
entire output of manufactures,

The fact that much the larger portion of this amount is buried in

the pay-roll can be aceepted as the reason why our employers have
given so little attention to the question. The charge must be met,
however, whether by direet or indirect means.
Employers complain of the rising cost of manufacturing; em-
ployees complain of the rising cost of living and demand increased
wages. In view of the foregoing, employers should seriously consider
reduction of the burden imposed by the enormous destruction of our
created resources by fire—that their earnings may not be reduced by
these charges, and thus remove one of our heavy handicaps before
Canadian employers and employees meet world competition under the
new trade conditions which will develop after the war.—D.

economic loss which
nations on an equal

European

Ea

to allow him and
to be deceitfully allured from their
ancestral calling and brought to

‘hoquette, at Seventh

ruin ?—Mgr. C
Annual J’:m'vw of Commission of of paper, or other rubbish

Conservation.

Do not depend upon your land- flue

Jord to protect you. Ins our
home - from eellnrp?:uytﬁc,
and insist that unsafe conditions
be made safe.

|

Do not allow combustible rub-
bish to accumulate in or about the
house, but do not burn qunntil':le: have loft the farm can be indeced
fireplace or in the firebox of a stove ' Teturn to it, but everything
or furnace. The clog the possible must be done to make
, and the long flames farm work, tl]lg farm home and

It cannot be expected that any

The D

" vantage of the nation.

appreciable number of people who Pposes

Establishment
of Basic
Industries

P in In-
dustry Show Concurrent
Progress bsid

The remarkable economic eon-
ditions ereated by the war have
revealed the immensity of the
unsuspected  industr apport-
unities in Canada. Faets, hitherto
unknown or disregarded, are now
being considered by the manufac-
turer, producer and the public with
av to securing greater scientifie
upy tion, aecuracy and economy
in industry and the mavimum
return to Cuanadian capital and
labour. While it is essential to in-
vestigate and initiate methods to
eliminate waste in production, it is
equally important to study the
waste in industry due to purely
economic condit

of our natural resources to the ad-
L |

On uecount of the comparatively
small population of Canada, and
the consequently limited  home
market for our products, bhasie
ruther than subsidiary industries
should be primarily encouraged.
This object ‘m\"unu been achieved,
subsidiary industries will naturally
develop.

Recent developments in the min-
ing industry, the produets of which
are essential to near'y all forms of
manufacturing, exemplify the con-
e and sub-
progressive
idated Mining
and  Smelting  Company, Trail,
B. €., furnishes a specific instance.
For several years this company has
mined and smelted lead ores, and
operated the only. large lead refin-
ing plant in Canada. Sinee the war
three large Cottrell plants have
been installed and are recovering
valuable mineral from the smelter
gases,  Owing to the demand for
zine and copper in the manufaeture
of munitions, the company has
recently installed a zine plant, and
is also contemplating an electro-
Iytie copper refining plant,

As the zine process depends
upon a supply of sulphuric aeid,
the company has just completed a
sulphurie acid plant, having a
capacity of 10 tons of acid per day.
The sulphuric acid is made from
fume collected from the smelter.
Five tons of acid will be used in
the lead and zine refineries and the
remainder for commercial pur-
. A portion of the sulphurie
acid and refined zine will probably
be used in the manufacture of
galvanized iron in British Columbia.

The foregoing developments, ac-
tual and proposed, form a splendid
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