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The specimens marked 1,2, 3, 4 have been characterized by the late
Dr. Thomas Thomson, Professor of Chemistry in the University of
Glasgow, as new species, Although the Doctor hits been o powerful
leader and contributer to chemical science for mote than forty yeam,

ret his decisions coucerning these minerals have been denounced by

r. Hunt, Chemist to the Geological survey of this provinee, as
ultogethier erroucous.  In the Geolugical repurt for 1847 aud 1848, Mr.
Hunt says that the Perthite of Dr. S homeon is “nothing more than a
reddish felspar ;' thut from the Doctor’s anulysis it would appear that
this mineral, wnlike other felspars, cuntains no potassium, wlach is,
according to him, replaced by caleinm @ and it was upon this chemieal
difference, privcipally, that he predicated its distinctiess as a species.
It has, however, been avadyzed by my pupil, Mr. Hartly, in the labo-
ratory of the survey, and the results shiew that st contans both potas-
sium and sodinm, aud is indeed quite: similar fn composition ta other
felspars.”” 1 have no apparatus fit for delieate analysis; but if I had
and were ever so ca mh‘c, would feel no small reluctance in venturing
to dizpute Mr. Hartley s investigations, but would be inclined to put
more contidence in ]))octnr Thomson’s statements than in Mr. Hunt’s
pupil.  In October, 1849, I was fivored with a letter and special
nmiessenger from . Silliinan, Jaor, in which be says, « 1 propose to
make some new analyses of the minerals deseribed Ly Dr. 'l“:mns:m
as new species, and will feel particularly indebted to you for authentic
specimens of them 7 ] sent the Professor the specimens hie wanted
and begged that he would favor me with the results of his analysis,
In his reply he says: * L am unable at present to give you my own
opinious of the species; I have, however, put them into the hands of
my brother-in-law, Mr, Dana. who is now preparing for the third
edition of his mincralogy, to be iscued next spring, and they will get
Jjustice donce them ? Jt is only lately 1 got a chance of sceing the
third edition of Dana’s Mineralogy, and do not observe that it gives
any new analysis of these minerals—itiefers the reader to the Canata
authontics, Mr. Hartley and Mr. Hunt, for information I am sairy to
observe mn this book that even the localities of the winerals are not
correct—it gives the locality of Perthite and Bytownite as heing in
Bathurst, and they are seseral miles distant from the township,  Since
my carrespondence  with Professor Stllinnm, I have got Mr. Logan’s
report for 1850 and 1851, wherein Mr. Hunt again deciares Dr, Thom-
san’s decisions incorrect, and when speaking of the Perthite, he says:
The colors of thix felspar become mwch darker by cxposure to the action
of the weather, the anatytical results which follow were obtaived from
treshly broken light colored fragmente, and  the mieral rendered, &e.,
abe.  Mr. Hunt was with me at the loeality of the Perthite, examined
the surface of the rock and the mineral in situ with apparent attention,
and, after haviug done this, how he ean state that this mineral becomes
darker by exposuie to the action of the weather is very extraordinary.
Whenever the mineral is exposed to the weather, 1t becomes of a
light colur, and, in some places, bleached almost white; such light
colored specimeny, must be pattally decomposed, and therefore uatit
for giving by analysts, the several constituents of the mineral. ‘1he
specimens marked 3 were taken by me from the surface of the rock
where they were expused, to the weather, and will speak for tham-
selves.  Mr. Hunt further observesthat  the quantity ot Potash present
in, and the extensive depositof this felspar, atre such as make it worthy
of attention, as an cconomical source of this alkali, which in propors
tion as wood becomes scaree, is increasing in value so much asto make
its extraction from its mineral constituents a source of profit??  Now,
as this mineral is only to be found mized up with a kind of granite
which vecupies a bit of surface no more (the proprictor of the fand
tuforms tue) Jhau four acres, these four acres must afford a very great
quantity of potash indeed, or the demand must be very swmall, if it
will yield a sufticient supply when our woods are all gone—the pro-
cers of extracting the alkalt, too, from the rocks, must be less expen-
sive and less laborious than it is at present. Yossibly this is
not the ouly locality of the felspar; but I have yet to learn
whether this mineral has been found in  any other place. The
external characters of the Perthite differ from those of other fels-
pars, and Mr. Huut gives it no eredit for being new on this account ;

yet says that a mineral he found in 1847, at the grand Calumet on the
tiawa, gives &y analgsis the same constitution as chlorite, the prin-
«aple diffierence heing inthe proportion of wuter, and “that the harduess
eompletely distinguishes 1t from chlorite, and constitutes it a new and
slistinet apacies’? Thusitseemshardness,and other external or physical
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charncters (independent of chemicul annlysis) nre quite sufficlent to
coufer on this mineral the dignity of a new speeics; whilst the Per.
thite (notwithstanding its peculiar external and phyeical characters)
gets no credit for these, but is condermned to the p{cb(-inn rank of come
mon falspar. Much can Le said abont Mr. Hunt’s treatment of the
ather three minerals, but 1 feel 1 am encioaching on your time and
patience. You will much obl ge me by giving we your opinion of
the red colored mineral, No. 5, and also of No. 20.
I awm, Sir, your ob’dt. servant,
JAMES WILSON.
Proxl1l. Crorr,
Corresponding See, Canadian Tustitute,
Toronto,

Notices of Books,

Tellers from Fgurt, Ethiopia axd the peninsula of Sinai, by Dr. Richard
Lepsins, with cxtracts from his chronolegy of the Enmppdians, with refer-
ctece to the Foaodur of the Isvaclifes. Teevised by the Author; Trandated
:,.rd/r]‘.{mmru and Jolanna B Horner: pp. 578, London, Henry @. Bohn,

.

Egypt and Ethiopia, still Jands of mystery, notwithstandiog all that
has been thought, suid and written respecting them, are partially
unveiled to us in these interesting and erudite letters, coupled with
the startling fact that the discoveries of Dr. Lepsius add not less than
TWO THOUSAND YEARS to the generally assumied period of man’s
cxistence ou carth, and plice the perivd of the first Manethonic Dynasty
Vetween thre¢ and four thousand years befure Christ. Not Jess
ivteresting is the discovery of the true position of Sivar, which has
been for so many centuries hidden as it were behind a cloud.

The origin of these letters is too interesting to be passed over without
recognition, and before offering any ilwetrations of their varied
contents, we will give the account of Dr. Lepsius’s object of the
expedition, and the meaus by which it was accomplished,

The object of the scientific expedition, which the King of Prussia
gent to Lavptin the year 1812, was to investigate and collect, with an
historical and antiquarian view, the ancient Egy ptisn monuments in
the Nile Valley aud upon the peninsula of Sinm—~It was fitted out
and sustained for more than three years by the munificence of the
King, and cujoy ed aninterruptedly his graciocs favour aud sympathy—
#s well as the most active and kind attention fiom Alexander Von
Humbolds, and by @ rate union of fortunate circumstances—it attained
the purpescs they had iu view as completely as could be expected.

We shall probably find space to give a more complete account of
the 1esults attained by this expedition in future numbess of the jour-
nal—let it suflice at present fo present a few of the most striking.

The mest important results we obtauned, therefore, were in chro-
nology snd history.  The Pyramid-ficldsof Memphis gave usa notion
of the civilization of Euypt in those primitive times, which is
pictorially presented to us in 00 large drawings, and will be
considered in dutuze as the first section 1n that portiou of the history
of mau, capuable of investigation, and must be regarded with the
greatest interest,

Those carliest Dyrasties of Egy ptian dominion, now afford us more
than a banicn series of uln]»:\,kiua!, and doubtful names, They are
not ouly fice frum every real donbt and arranged in the order and the
epochs of time, which hase been determined by a eritical examination
Lt by <howing us the floutiching condition ‘of the people in tho&;
times, hoth i the affairs of the statg, civil affairs, and in the arts the:-
have receir ed an mtellectual and frequently a very indis idual historieal
1eality.  We bave alieady mentioned the discovery of five different
barial-plices of the 6th Dynacty in cential Egy ptand what we obtained
from them. The prosperous times of the new monarchy, viz.: the
period of splendour jo the Thebaid as well as the Dynasties which
fullow ed, were necessarily more or less completed and verified.  Even
the Ptolemics, with whom we appear to Il))e perfectly acquainted in
the clear narratives of Grecian histary, have come forward in a new
light through the Egyptun representations and inscriptions, and their
deficiences have been filled up by persons who were hithe:to cog-
sidered doubtfn], and were hardly mentioned by the Greeks, Lastly
on the Egy ptian monumeats we beheld the Roman Emperors in still
greater and almost unbroken series, in their capaeity of Egyptian
governors, and lhc.}' have been carried dowa since Carracalla who had
Jitherto heen considered as the last name written in heroglyphics,
through two additional later Emperors as far as Decius, by which'
means the whole Egyptian monumental history has been extendeq
for & series of years in the other direetion,



