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VOLNEY FEKNER: A TRUR NARRATIVR,
Voluey Bekner was the son of a poor Irish eailor,
0d was born about the year 1748. He was taught
little of what ought to be known by thore destined to
live in & city 5 but a® soon as he could regulate hi own
movementy, his fathor taught him to struggle with the
waves, o to atlow himeelf to be born awsy-with them,
laughing at the storms of the air and the fury of the
sea. You should biave scen the father of Volney with
his son, then about three years of age, in the water;
the father supporting with one arm the little child, and
the latter endeavouring to imitate the movements of
his fathor, and to turn and return upon the water, un-
ttl e would be exbausted with fatigue. Voluey Bek.
ner, soon Lecame an indefatigable swimmer, for scarce.
Iy was ke five years old, when he could follow the ves-
«el on which s had been brought up, for the distance
of two leagues. Thus accustomed to snake & sport of
the dangers of the sea, Voluey Bekner became an jum-
portant personage, especially in slormy weather, None
of the crew could man the yards with such rapidity ;
he was always the first to ascend the mast, alwavs the
nost promptin gliding amongst the riggings and i his
arms were uot the stromgest in exccuting the evolu-
tions, his example wae 30 cncouraging that each one
secmed to redouble bis emulation, not to be conquered
by the intrepidity of so young a child. Morcover,
Volnoy Bekner was often able to render great servi-
ces by himself alone, Sometinies but a slight eflurt iy
required to frec a rope which merferss with the work-
iog of the sails : ke sprang with greater rapidity than
a mag could bave done; hy made his way through pia-
ces where it would have heen imposible for a man to
ha~e passed; and, quick in receiviug the word of com-
mand, and skillful in executing it, with a turn of the
band Volney bad repaired the mischicf, Subamissive
to all the iivations of his adventurous calling, accus-
tomed to logk dangers in the face without emotion, the
young esilor, who was a moral of obedience and cou-
rage, early understood that to be worthy of attaining
a rank—that is to tay, to bave the right of command.
ing in his turn—it was not suflicient that he should in-
apire those under Lis command with respect, and
show bimself the bravest among them; he must alsy by
best informed, inorder g0 descrve their contidence.
His father could only teach bim to be abrase man;
ard on this point the education of Volney Bekner was
perfect, s captain undertook to mako bim a well-
informed man, and by the age of twelve he had attain-
ed the rank of bead of the pilot apprentices. Mo had
double rations and doubls pay. “If” said the com-
mander of the vessel, “ thig little fellow continues to
conduct himself with the same bravery and prudence,
ha will, I am sure, attain a position far above mine.”
Thes turning towards Volney Bekner he added, ¢ Isis
not true, my lad, that you love glory ?”—« Yes, cap-
fain,” respectfully seplied the child,—¢« And do you
know wkat glory is 2” added the captain.—% It in® ye.
plicd the chily, « faithfully to serve one’s country, and
honourably to fulfil the duties of one's station,” »
During 3 voyage from Port ay Prince to France, it
bappened that the daughter of a rich American, who
Was on board with ler fatker and governcse, had made
her escape from the latter, who bad fallen asleep. The
htile girl imprudently went upon the deck; she play-
°d, she ran about : sho got her feet entangled in the
ropes, fcll down and tose again, laugling at the acci-
ent; she faced the billows, that covered ler with
*pray, and she laughed still louder than before. Tie
#ailors told her to take care, bat the child foresaw no
danger; she leaned over the deck,~the vessc] heaved,
the little American lost her balance, uttered a shriek,
and disappoared beneath the waters. A milor, per-
etiving lier fall, immediatcly leaped into the sea, plun-
2ed, and awimiming for a few fatboms, cavght the im-
prudent clild, and reappeared with her upon the
aurface of tLe waves. The sailor was the father of
Valney Bskner. Bat, in the meam time, the wind
bag veered, and although but a fow minutes had elip-
sed since the intrepid swimmer had plunged into the
water to rescue the child from inevitable deatb, the
vesel wasalceady & conviderable distance from him,
Nevertheless he atill swam on 3 & few effor!s more ard
be would restore 4o the arms of a despairing father,
who awaited bim on the deck, the cbild whom ho bad
believed lost to him forever, Alfat once the sailor
stopped, and cossed followirg the direct line; be
strupgled with the waves to take a contrary direction,
and shouted— Help ¢ belp! a shark!” It was, in-
deed, one of thase voracions and monstrous animals,
tbat was coming direct tawards bim, and threatened
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ly premed against Lis heart. The whole of the craw
wete asembled upon deck; thoy fired at the shark,
but the monster wae undinoayed, and continged (o
pursue his double prey, which he unceasingly harras-
sed. The sailor increased bis speed; but the shark
swarm still faster, sud every momont guined upon bhis
victim.  All who bebeld thig sight were struck with
#hoﬂor; tho despair of the American, who thue saw
kis child about to perish before his eyes, amounted
to madaess ; be wauled to throw himself into the wa.
tor but tha crew resttained him; he oftored the whole
of hie fortunc to any one who would kill the monster
Vo oue dared to atrempt g0 perilous an enterprise;
Lut at the very moment when the unfortunato father
beleved himzell abandoned by God and an, young
Volnay Bekner was reen in the distance, gliding Le.
neath the shark, and thrusting into his body, up to
the hilty a large and sharp dagoer with which he
wasarmed,  Noone had scen him plungs iuto the
gca; and if he was now recognized, it was by the vo-
locity of bis course through the water; for Volney
Bekuer wassoskiliul in this kind of excriise, that he
scemed more like a cavalier borne upon a fiery sieed,
than a man switnming, The shark, dreadfully wound.
ed, ceased to pursue the sailor, byt only to direct his
fury egainst a new viciim i be allowed not & moment’s
respite to bim who bad ctruck lim, By a gencrous
iwpube, Voluey Iickner, fearing lest the monster
wight hesitate between lim and bis father, directed
his course away from the vespel, whilst the sailor, who
#till protected the ittle American, gained the ahip,
However stont a swinamer our young pilot might be,
it wae impossible for him to maintain & longthened
contest with Lis torpib'e enemny.  When he perceived
that his father bad seized the rope thrown to him, he
then thought of Liy own safety. Darting from right
to left in ob! que lines, in order 1o embarcase the en-
emy, who was closo upon biny, be succeeded in reach-
ing tho rope.  He is saved ! was shouted with cn-
thusiasmn from the deck. The rape was hastily drawn
in, and already had it reached the beiglt of fifieen
feat above the surface of the water, when the shark
who had just disappeared, and had only dived, to take
a mare vigorous spring, darted in pursuit of the he-
rcic boy, caught bim by the middle of the body, and
snapped it in two. Thus dicd in 1969, inthe twellth
yearof his age, a ycuth as remarkable for bis wonder-
ful daring as for the gentlo virtues of obedience, filial
devotion, and a martyrlike fortitude of #pitit,—LFrom
the French of AMichacl Maeson,
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ENGLAND,
MR. GLADSTONE'S LECTURE.®

Coming to the second question—licw are our colo.
nies to be governed ?  Mr. Gladstone found a reply in
the principle afivrded by the Greeks, as relatod in the
History Colobisution by the Hellenic race, and which
might be summed up in the terms perfect freedom,
and perfect self-goveroment.” Tracing the history of
our own colonies fiom the golden age in the reign of
the Stuarts, through the silver sges, just previous to
the American war, followed by the brazen age in 1783,
3ir. Gladstone brought it down to 1840, when better
things began to dawn.  “In this (the brazen age),”
be continued, “ the principle was that through a foolish
and obuoxious interfurence a generous nature should
be prevented fiom taking her own way, and eshould be
taught to take our way, to perfection. Tie idea came
10 be, that it was absolotely necessary that from a cer-
tain spot in the city of Longon the local affuirs of the
colonies should be directed, It was thought that we,
in England, must retain in oar bands, and on no ac-
count give to our colonies, the disposal of the wild
lands of the colonics; that besides the taxes raised by
tbe colonists themselves to support the loca! govern.
ment. we must bave annther set of revenues, called
Crown Revenues; that we must keep littlo stacding ar-
mies in the coloniesata great expense, and with the cer-
tainty of a great decrease in the efliciency of the army.
It was in consequence of 1his that the army of England,
when on the peace establshment, though small in num-
ber, had never been able 1o make a show in the field,
even proportioned to those reduced numbers. Ano-
ther mistakca notion of colonial policy was that they
thould be required to establish a civil list—a certain
range of salaries for their judges, governore, and other
officers, as if it was supposed that the colonists would
be such barbarians that they would not recognize the
necewity of baving Rovernwment, law, and order., If
they did understand government, law, and ovder, they
would provide judges and governors for thempelvas:
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but if they &id not understand {bem, (he way taken by
England was rot likely to make them usderstand
them. (Chesrs.) Another matter was that England
established for cach colony a certain tariff of differen.
tial duties ; she used to roquire the American colony
to pay an extea price for West Indian sugar,-and the
West Indians to pay an extra price for American weol,
instead of waking it an interchange of freedom. Ano-
ther notion was that it was necessary for Eugland to
nominate & legislative council for the colonies, as if' she
Lad an intercst in the regulation of tho debates of the
colony separate from the people of the colony, ‘Then,
again, we used to interfers coatinually with theie laws ;
their bille were sent home and frequently vetoed,

though thoy wore perloclly suited for the colonies,

And, laatly, wo exerciseid patronage in thote colonies,
appointing o office abroud a set of men who wers rot
quite presentablo at bome, tut who woto thought quite

good enough 1o hold offi zcs with substantial salarics in

some colony. How did this modern colonial policy

came into operation? ‘Ihey must consider, firsl, of
what the colonice consisted-—of thres classes, to noae
of’ whick free institutions would be very weful; they

wers slave colonier, conquered colonies, ang penai

colenies. England lad no freo colonies then, therefore

be was far from greatly cemuring the statesmen of the

time when this system came into vogue, lla thought

it was the fault or the consequence of the American

war. ‘There was no man more likely than M. Ditt to

extend a free system of government to our colenies, if

circumstances were favourable ; but they were not,

because the colonies were not free, and on aecount of

the war jut concluded. Those were unavoidable

evilsand calamitics. But what wero tho conscquences

of the policy ho bal heen describing? Ie would

only mention one—tke rebellion of Cunada in 1887

and 1838, when the colonists took up arms (o enforce

& number of demards, not onc of which would have

been refused by England two hundred years or one

hundred and fifty vears before, To say nothing of the

strife and bitternces caused by this rebellion, it cost

Eugland £4,000,000 cr £5,000,000, and, almoet imme.

distely after the sebellion was put down, she began to

concede all the demands made by the colomisty one

afier another, not from terrar, but because, on looking

at themn seriously, they were found to bo for the inte.
sest of that colony. Ite jnterest could not élash wWith

Vuts: the interest of England was in the prosperity of
Canada, and the Lest way 10 the affections of the colo-

nists was by doing that which promoted that prosperity,
There was only one other cars illosteaticg the conse.

queace of the meddling colonial policy to which be

would allude. In Lower Canada the people, who con-

sisted chiefly of Frenchmen, resisted s, 066 in arms,

and were put down by our eoldiary, Some time after,

in 1848, & bill was introduced in Canada, called the

Canada Rebellion Losses Bill, the object of which wae

to give compensation at the public expense (o some of
those who bad suflered loses in the rebellion in re-
sisting the Queen’s troops. This would surcly be a

very bad precedent. What effect would it bave on

tie authority of law and the discipline of the amy i,
Alter rebels had been pot down, they were 1o be come

pensated by Act of Parliament for thejr losses? Bt
look atit from the rebels’ point of view, They said

they rebelled for matters which the Government had
sinve decided to be necersary for them. Here wasa

difliculty, and be felt it to be so. Many good mer
thouglt the bill ought to pas, and i did pase; gnd

Euglantd was obliged to put ber dignity into her pocket.
(Cheers an-l Inughter.) The general effect of the con-

tinuance of this false system of goveraing the colonies

in Downingtreet was to alienate the bearts of the

people from this country. A number of people in

each colony, consisting of the Government officers and

their immediate friends, and sometimes & newspaper or
two, called themselves the British party, while all the

Test of the community were anti-Britieh. The little
body of ofticial wen, with another Jittle body of indivi-
duale picked oot of the community, were pulling and
tugging ons way, supported by the Britist Govern-
ment, aad on tbe other side was the whole of the com-
awunity. That was the way in which the colonies had
besn menaged. Now this was all charged, and ste
principle was fully rpcognized that the Jocal affuirs of
froe solonies should be sdministered by thomeslver.
He was glsd now to discharge a debt of justice, for
there were wen in advance of their fellow-legistators
in respect of the colonies. He montioned them be-
cavee be differed from them in politieal opirions, and,
wmoreover, as the time of the greatest political

in the peign of Charles IL, which he had mentioned,
waz an eminently Tory time, Lo thought he shoukl rea-,
dor their dae to persods of an oppesite—nawely, o



