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from your hearts to be made partak-]of God,” taught by Hisholy Chureh,

ers of her preciousgifis; and “the
h%]l;fs of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God.”
g Cor. iv. 4,) shone unto you.—

or God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, ‘hath
shined in your hearts, to give the
Eﬁht of the knowledge of the glory
of God, in the face of Christ Jesus.”
{b. v. 6.)

‘This “admirable light” (1 Pet.
ii. 9) you received with unspeaka-
ble joy, my dearly beloved child-
ren; your eyes were opened, and
you saw before your eyes the ark
of the New Testament, the beloved
spouse of Christ, the One, Holy,

atholic, Apostolic Church, the
Church of the living God, “the pil-
lar and ground of the truth” (1
Tim. iii. 18,) that Holy Church
which Jesus Christ himself hath es-
tablished, with which He promised
to be “ all days, even to the con-
summation of the world.” Matth.
xxyiii. 20.) .

‘Al your desires were then turn-
“ed towards that Holy Church, which
hath ¢ promise of the life that now
is, and of that which is to come.”
(1 Tim. iv. 8.) And as “faith com-
eth by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. x. 17,) you
heard with docile hearts the word
of Christ, which "He commissioned
his dpostles, and their successors, in
the sacred minisiry to “go and
teach all natioms.” (Matth. xxviii.
19.) “Thus, * when you had re-
ceived of us the hearing of the word

“ you received it, not as the . word
of men, but (as it is, indeed) the
word of God, who worketh in you
that have believed.” [1 Thess. ii.
18.] Then, by many tears, many
sighs, and prayers, you prepared
yourselves for the new life, which
you have this day received in the
sacrament of baptism. :

¢ Thanks be to God, for His un-
speakable gift.” [2 Cor. ix. 15.]

‘“'This is the day which the Lord
hath made ; let us be glad, and re-
joice therein.”

¢ For He that is mighty hath done
great things” to you, my dear chiid-
ren, ¢ and holy is His name.” [St.
Luke i. 49.]

You who “have been baptised in
Christ” this day, ‘‘have put on
Christ.” [Gal. ii1. 27.] Now “you
are washed,” now “you are sanc-
tified,” now ¢ you are justified in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and in the spirit of our God,” (I
Cor. vi. 11.) Now God the Fa-
ther Almighty only sees in you
vessels of election. For *there is
new no condemnation to them that
are in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. viii.
1.) Your souls are adorned with
the precious gifts of divine faith,

hope, and charity. You are cloth--.

ed with “the wedding garment”

(Matt. 22,) the robe of inriocence ;'

—you are living memberg of the
mystical body of Christ. “ You are

come to Mount_Sion, and to the.

city of the living God, the heaven—

ly‘{erusdem, and the company of




