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exrsin on her brother's counitenance, and bis warning finger; "iîs
eipyalegend, and 1 thougbt il would pcaae you and killtlime."l

"Ohrly, , 1 amn so tbankful il la not, dear, for verily I believe I should bave
died with fright if I had believed it reailly, and sceu anything, you know."

Il There id nothing ai Ravenscourt more uncanny than me," Wally eaid,
as the two girls wheeled hlm ioto his bed-cbambor.

IlWell, cbildren, I hear the. waits or caroir, wbatevcr they style %hein-
selves in the front af tihe house,'" siid a kind, cheer>' voice, as Sir ) ihn
Ravcnscoiirt popped his head int hi; son'e btd rooru ta say good nigh!.

"Do let us go and listen," Essy said, catching bold of ber new friend.
"Not so fast, madcap," ber tather repicd. * 1 wili take you both down

when you have kissed your brother."
Il1 amn chained here unable to move a leg,I'grosned Wally, rebciliously,

as oia 13otz,- the nurse entered to undresa him fozz the nighi; "la kind of pet
monkey to bc pett-id zud stared at."

..Waily, my boy, Soit pain us deep>' to bear you taik s0 thoughtleasly,"
reproved ibe baronet. . eîc h ld uiy

"Irn no hypocrite," eotdhelculy
"But you are a chrisian gentlemen," put in bis fâtber.
"A gentleman, yes in position and rank, but flot ins person," bce rclorted

hitteriy.
IIWbo bas rufiled you to-night, my boy ?II be askcd, a weaith of tender-

ness in bis voice. III tbought with so nice a girl as Miss Hamiyn to amuse
you both you would bc bsppy as birds."

"So we are, it is only one of my desponding fits, -ir," NVaily ioîerpostd.
"Corne, Miss Harniyn," Sir John observed, holding out bis band as be

did the other to bis little daughter. 11I will conduct you wbere you can
botb sec and beax tbeso erenaders."

Vcry diffidentiy sbe put ber band in bis outsîretche-! brown one, thit
the sun b.d lanned in fierce, torrid climes.

Ris cyca watcbed the dainty, suppie borrn lit bere and there in the grand
oak-panellcd dining-rooni, foilowed by Esct, preparing mullcd wine for'
the singers; and musicians, and hc thought ibc ancient room b.d neyer
appeared so brigbt and bomely since tbe day hc lasi siw bis wife ini the bey.
day of ber matronhood.

IlI had no idea she was so prctty and winning," be thought. IIThe
rectornever bintcd tbat sbe was rio sweet, tbough ber lineage is, I know,
above reproacb."

Wben Sheila was dnly installedl in ber chamb.-r by Essy that nigbt, she
gianced hurriediy round with a vague expression of nervousnces, as if she
expected te sec a dark gloomy aparîmnent that wouid scare ber.

Hler mignon face became merry once more at ils dainty bri&btncss, ai ils
rose siik curtaine, and sbroude of lace, pure as suow, covering windowsQ,
toilet-table, chairs, couches aud ottomans, and the fragrant, bot-bouse flowcrs
fre3h]y gatbcrcd in a vase on a table strewn with books.

"What a. love of a room," she ejaculated with deiight. l Is too kind
of Son, dear Essy ; but is it really mine 1"

IIYes, becanse I love yon," she confessed candidly; "i was mamrna's
boudoir, andwben I saw you and wbat a darling you were I-1-"

"H Iad Ibis bowcr of loveliness fitted up for me, eh V"
"Well, yes' I didh't, quite like the ont bits. Barlow ordered, Sou sec."
"And ail ibis bas been going on whilc you have becu invenhing that

dreadful ghoat story."
Esay was just about to blurt ont in ber innocent fazbion it was a truc

legend of the house of Ravenscoutir, wben the memory of the dark foibid
ding look of ber brother fiaulied upon ber, and bbc sid :

IlYes, it wss a kind of fiir>' talc, Son know, liko Lb: Arabian Nigbis.
The>' say 1 amn rallher good ai telling tbem."

diPiease do flot teit me any more, dear Essy,"' she plcadod, as aie
kissed ber new little fricnd affc-ctionately, and bade bier good-nigbî.

,"Wbat a love o! a place tutu is, and whai a pet Esy is to give mue such
a zoom. Hleigho 11 amn a lucky girl alter ail, to win thuir hearts l1kc Ibis.
FaucY a Rhost inbabitating a sweet place such as ibis, why ii's preosrus
it wos anly Essy's imaRination enlarging upon some absurd story fromthai
old nun-e." And wiih ibis îhorougbly comforling ide& ahe crept into tho
lace adorned bcd and 3lept ik- 1: top, as she termed it. tili tbe nexi mos-n*ing, when the madcap mide a raid a.d jumiped like a kitten into bcd beside
ber, and wound ber spare young armç, sparc lu their cbildish leanuess,
aroutnd ber ncck as she cbirped :

IPapa likes you vas-y much, so do 1, so dots Wally. Corne, Iris mue
for that nico speech."

The two young beids were blended int one as it were, the two shades
of hais- making ont barmonious whole, and two winsomc faces, pure as Ibo
anow that carpeîed the oarib, nestied togetber, making a sweei pictnro worthy
the slnd>' cf a 6culptor.

CHAPIER II.

Tisesc was a large houp cf evergreens piled up on the rug in the cosy
!ibrary, ready for the nimble fingers of Essy and Sheila te fashion into fan.
tastic wreatbu and other devices. Old Betoy, with ber neat frilled cap -)f
snowy whitences tied under ber cian and twinkling gre>' cye, and a face
iooking as fsh au a winter apple, was fussixsg about Wially, patisgbi
pillows while abo crocnied an aid cas-ai cf bygono days.

Wbat a buing old fljy yen-are," lic suid ungrainuly.
"Doo' go for to say. ibat," she pleadcd. IlWhy when you was à tiny

fellow Son used ta ask mue ta sing to yen."1
"Corne and bclp nto t îhrad ihcao ivy lcaves," Eesy sid, coming le

ber rescue.
(To Uz olne.
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