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% when you have kissed your brother.”

28 ness in his voice.

THE CRITIC:
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expression on her brother's countenance, and his warning finger; ‘*it's

B eimply a legend, and I thought it would'please you and kill time.”

# Oh 1 I am so thankful it is not, dear, for verily I helieve I should bave
died with fright if I had believed it really, and scen anything, you know.”
« There 1s nothiog at Ravenscourt more uncaony than me,” Wally said,

B 2s the two girls wheeled him ioto his bed-chamber,

#t Well, children, I hear the waits or caroie, whatever they style them-

selves in the front of the house,” s1id a kind; cheery voice, as Sir Juhn

Ravenscourt popped his head into his son’s bed room to say good night.
“ Do let us go and listen,” Essy said, catching hold of her new friend.
* Not so fast, madcap,” her father replied. * I will take you both down

¢ 1 am chained here unable to move a leg,’” groaned Wally, rebelliously,
as old Dotayr the nurse entered to undress bim for the night ; ** a kind of pet
monkey to be pettud 2nd stared at.”

“ Wally, my boy, you paie us deeply to hear you talk so thoughtlessly,”

& eproved thebaronet.

*1'm no hypocrite,” retorted the lad, cartly.
“ But you are a chrisiian gentlemsan,” put in his father.
A gentlemab, yes in position and rank, but not in person,” he retorted

hitterly.

“ Who has rufiled you to-night, my boy ?” he asked, a wealth of tender-
“ I thought with 8o nice a girl as Miss Hamiyn to amuse
you both you would bo hsppy as birds."”
“ So we are, it is only one of my despondiog fits, zir,’”’ Wally ioterposcd.
“ Come, Miss Hamlyn,” Sir Jobn observed, holdiog out bis hand as he

# did the other to his little daughter, I will conduct you where you can
N Dot see and hear theso serensders.” '

Very diffidently she put her hand io his outstretche? brown one, thit

B the suo had tanned in ferce, torrid climes.

His eyes watched the dainty, supple form flit here and there in tha grand

' osk-panelled dining-room, followed by Issi, prepariog mulled wine for

tho siogers and musicians, and he thought the ancient room hsd never
appeared so bright and bomely since the day he last ssw his wife in the hey-
day of her matronhood.

#] had no idea she was so pretty and winning,” he thought. **The
rector never hinted that she was so sweet, though her liceage is,I know,
above reproach.”

When Sheila was daly installed in her chambar by Essy that night, she
glanced hurriedly round with a vague expression of nervousnces, as if she
expected to see a dark gloomy apartment that would scare her.

Her mignon face became merry once more at its dsinty brightoess, atits
ro8e silk curtains, and shrouds of lace, pure as snow, coveriog windows,
toilet-table, chaire, couches and ottomans, and the fragrant hot-house flowers
freshly gatbered in a vase on a table strewn with books.

¢ \What a-Jove of a room,"” she ejaculated with delight.
of you, dear Essy ; but is it really mine?$”

 Yes, because I love you,” she confessed candidly ; “it was mamma’s
boudoir, and.when I saw you and what a darling you were I—I1—"

« Had tbis bower of loveliness fitted up for me, eh 3

“ Well, yes, I didn't quite liks the one Mrs. Barlow ordered, you see.”

“ And all this has been goiog on while you have been inventing that
dreadful ghost story."

Essy was just abont {o blurt out in ber inpocent fasbion it was a true
legend of the house of Ravenscoart, when the memory of the dark forbid
ding look of her brother flashed upon her, and she said :

# Yes, it was 2 kind of fairy tale, you kuow, like the Arabian Nights.
They ssy I am rather good at telling them.”

“Please do not tell me any more, dear Essy,” she pleaded, as she
kissed her new little fricnd affectionately, and bade her good-night.

#\What a love of a place this is, cud what 2 pat Essy is to give mesuch
s room. Heigho! I am a lucky girl after al), to win their hesrts like this.
Fancy a ghost inhabitating a sweet place such as this, why it's preposterous,
it wss only Essy’s imagioation enlarging upon some absurd story frowm that
old nurse.” And with this thoroughly comforting idea she crept into tho
lace adorned bed and slept like .. top, as she termed it, till the next morn-
ing, when the madcap msde a roid sud jumped hike a kitten into bed beside
her, and wound her spare young arms, spare in their childish Jeanness,
around her neck a8 she chirped :

* Papa likes you vary much, so do 1, so does Wally. Come, kiss me
for that nice speech.”

The two young heads were blended into one as it were, the two shades
of hair mesking one harmonious whole, and two winsome faces, pure as the
snow that carpeted the carth, nestied together, makiag a sweet picture worthy
the study of a sculptor.

“Its too kind

CEAPIER 1I

There was a Jarge heap of evergreens piled up on the rug in the cosy
library, ready for the mumble fingers of Essy and Sheila to fashion into fan.
tastic wreaths aod other devices.  QOld Betsy, with her meat frilled cap of
snowy whiteness tied under her chin and twigkling grey eyes, aod a face
looking as fresh as a winter apple, was fussing about Wally, pattiog bis
pillows while she crooned an old carol of bygone days.

* What & buzziog old fly you are,” be said angratefuolly.

*Don't go for 10 say-that,” she pleaded. ¢ Why when you was a tiny
fellow you used to ask me to siog to you.”

“ Come and help us to thread thess ivy leaves,’’ Essy said, comiog to
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