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65. Again, dwing the Peninsular Cam-
paign, necessity, arising from death losses,
obliged the Government to resoit to the
militia to fill up the l:ne regiments to war
strength; but tho system met with no fav-
our from the Duko of Wellington :—* Till
lately ’ (ho wrote, on Gth April 1810) “*do-
sertion from a Brilish army on sarvico was a
crimo nlmost unkno'sn; and I am concerned
to add that I have reason to believe that
many of thosewho have deserted have been
guilty of the worst desoription of that of-
fence, and have gone over to the enemy. I
attribute the prevalence of (his crimo ina
great measure to the bad descriplion of men
of which many of the regiments aro compos
ed almost entirely, and who have been re-
ceived principally from the Irish militia.”
He adds, ** A suflicient time has not elapsed
since theso men haveentered the regiments
of tho line to form their lwbits to regularity
and discipline.”

66. As these men had nuever been trained
in the regiments which they were sent
to serve, the clements of success found
in the regimental system, and in the
wmutual confidence resulting from know-
ledge of cachh other in ofticers and men
which that syslem insures, was want-
ing. The defects in the Spanish troops,
resulting from *“the want of discipline so
called—that is, the habits and spirit of sol-
diers—of command on oneside,and of obedi
enos on the otber--mutual confidence be-
tieen officers and men,"” wero apparent to
the Duke, and therefore, toinsure discipline

-in theae hybrid regiments, ho cstablished a
depot for recruits, as very necessary for bis
army in the field,tbat the men might acquire
‘- subordination and habits of obedience,
which can only be acquired to any useful
purpose in proportion ns soldiers h.ve con
fidence 1o their officers.”

67. When therefore LordCastlt reagh again
proposed tosend out the militix (as volun-
teers) to tho Peninsula, the Duke gave no
encouragement. ‘[ never’’ (wroto he, on
the 24th September 1613) * had under my
command more than one regiment of Eng-
lish militis, I found that, however, to be so
ontirely divested of interior economy and
real discipline and subordination, that how-
ever well tho soidiers may be disciplined,
as far as regards their exeiciso and move
ments, [ should very much doubt that a
large miliia army would be very useful in
the field for more than a momentary exer-
tion, To enter upon a war wilh infantry
regiments 8o composed msy involve a risk
not hitherto incurred, or incident to the old
system.”’

68. 1I. As lo Reserve.~As our military
system is based only on apecuniiry contract,
it differs esssentially from that of either
Franco or Prussis, and s3 lacks the sccurity
which conscription gives, by nuiking every
one who is on the conscription coll the sure-
ty, 50 o speak, for tho dueappearancs of all
those who are liable in a prior servico to
tho State. Membeis of the community who
are oxempt from military servico only, by
maintaining tho army in its integrity, be-
come jnformers against every deserter. Lis
esoape from punisbment becomes therefore
all'but imposaiblo, and his punishment car-
ries with it the strength of public opinion.
It may be donbted whethor these influences
would aid the Crowe in this couniry, or, on

suppoaling familics,* the parislies might not
raiso an oulcry, as in former wais, against
taking them from their homes to leavo thoir
wives and chiidren chargeablo on the poor
rates, Independently of these considerations
our reserves, consisling of the separate div:
isions, aro scattered about the United King:
dom, not regimented ~ or associnted ith
the lino regiments with which they are to
80rve

69. As lo the st Division.~Piior to tho
yen. 1842, every pensioner was deomed
liable to bo called out to nid the Stato in
war or rebellion, aud instances of this ser-
vice beiug required from 1715 to 1819 are
numerous. In thatyear(1842) SirR. Pecl's
administration obtained an Act for enrolling
a certain number of theso men for the de-
fonce of home and coloninl garrisons, und in
1859 Lord lferbert obtained an Act to per-
mit those who had served as soldiers (but
were not pensioners) to becomo a reserve
force. Under the present law, such men,
liraited in number to 20,000, men enter the
army for sexvice al home, when their gervices
are required by proclawmation,

70. Asto the 2nd D.eision.~In 1867 Lord
Derby's Administration obtained an Act for
enrolling men (who had formerly been sol*
diors) in a reserve, {0 servein the srmy on

Joreign eervice, and in 1870 this Resorve
sorvice was embraced in the Soldier's Army
Enlistment, so that he may serve (say) six
years in the army, and siX years in the Re-
serve. Tho pay and service for pension of
these men commenco upon Lheir entering
the Reserve. Their training is to be annual,
for 12 days, but so as not to interfero with
their industrial occupations,and their service
18 to be given whenever it is required by pro:
clamation.

71 ds fo the 3rd Dicision.—Nen [rom tho
militia, to the extent of one fourth of the
United Kimgdom, may maike enlistments
for fivo years 1o serve in the army for for:
eign service, when required so to do by pro-
clamation. These men receive annual
bounty for this engagement, but in all other
respects are trained and serve as militia-
men: their racancies not being filled up un-
tit they are catled from the wilitia into the
atmy. The number of men in the 2nd and
3cd Divisions is fixed at 60,000 under the 33
& 34 Vict. ¢, 67; aud assumivg the Reserves
to bo complete, their total strength would
be §0,060 men, equal 1o number to (and as
to 20 000 men, not materinlly varying from
the embodied service of) the militia.

P2 Ll {5 ¢85 the General Militic.—Theso
forces are regulated by thelaw of 1502 and
1809, and, & vast number of liter Statutes
which need consolidation.  ‘Fhe number
assigned toench kingdom has Leenincroascd

* Tuo papatance of tho wrarriage gquaestlon, as
affecting tle ¢ reserve” men, apprars to bave ox-
caped thie notlce 1L desecves, and j et it would Le
ascrious ovil i our wirs were to bs fought by
men leaving wivesand famUles at Liome charge-
able on local or Imoerlal fund«, Such h-ynot
hitherto been penrtited, On the centrary, thie
rule of Parliment bs_beent to saclude mon who
have more than on child, even o1 (he general
militia, 2 tnle wh rh has ouly once been tem-

rartly re axed, yiz. in 1797, by the 87 Geo. 3, .

3, sce. 8. Under the sresont Ballol Law noon-
can he taken as a con. eript or substf ute whotsn
Hoor Man with more han oue chi d (sce 12 Gew.

, € 00, sx 41 and 13, anad v carlier Act X (co. 3,

c. 107, s< 21 and 27). Other timllar restrictions
arc (0 be found 1n 43 Geo, 3. ¢, 82, «.6, and c, 94, <,

10,

To mecet the hardship thrown on parjshes hav-
ing to maintatn these wives and chlidrer, the
charge was iirsL transicrrod to ine county rtes
by 48 Qco. 3, ¢. 47, 5. 9, and then (in the year 1815)
to the Imperfal ‘Freasury by the 65 (iro. 3, ¢. 63,

8.3,
1f1ho wives avd childron f roservo men on
service are malntained by the State, cana ke
obligation to the same relatives of afl other sol-
aters fighting in tho roziment be igrored s and, 1€

to 80,000 for England, 10,000 for Scotland,
and 30,000 for Ircland in peace, and on pin
clamation, in war, to 120,000, 15,000, ani
45,000 respoctively.

73. Since 1852 the mien havo been raised
by voluntary enlistment at a statuto
bounty of 61. & man, paid by the Treasury.
and permilled with tho sapction of they
militin officers, o pass into the army ; but iy
1860, somewhat inconsistently with thse
arrangements, the dMilitin Law was amendel
by onabling the Crown, at individual or
local cost, to apply tho ballot, under whicy
persons bolween 18 and 30 years of age
may bo brought into the ranks of the mui,
at a noinimum period of (say) six weeks afte:
the quotas and divisions of counlies are set
tled by the executive Government.

74. Sieco the ballot wasin operation ,thess
alterations in the fundamental conditions .
the militia service have been made, ncreas
ing first, tho area, second, tho occasion-, .
third, tho ferm of embodied servico.

1. Under tho law prior to 1839, the e,
of militia service was limited to the ku, ¢ |
for which the force was raised, and great .
position had been raised in Parliamertyy
any fitempt to alter or extend this nres
Uowever, in 1859, with litllo opposition,
Lord Herbert induced Parlinment to ke
tho militia of each kingdom interchangeable,
80 that an Eoglish (embodied) regiumen
may at any time bo sent to garrison Irclag,
or a Ncotch rogiment brought into Lo
land.

2. Puior to 1870 the embodied service
the militia could only be called for upon ¢
cassions stated plainly and definitely on it
Statule Book, and it wasnot otherwise wib
in tho control of the Crown. In the Au.
1802 these were, ‘finvasion, or im.unes
danger Lhereof, or of rebellion,” eventssp
parent (o every subject, In 185}, “we
with apy foreign Power,” was add«
and in 1S70 these landmarks of mun
sorvizce were removed by enabling theCron
to proclatm & orisis *‘of imminent natii
dangor, or of great emergency,”” am) to ..
out and embody the militia.

3. The Act of 1757 was for lhree yews
only, but this period has been extendels
five years:

T0. 1V, As lo the Volunteer Foice, twins
ing the Yeomanry Cavalry.—Tho Vol
teer Act, 1863, which docs not catend i
Ireland, has consolidated the law as apys
cable to the volunteer force,and en les it
Crown “onactual orapprehiended wvasws.
of any part of the United Kwmgdom trec
out the vo'uuteers and to have thew ledb
any part of theat Butiin,  Ustil tius sz
mons be given the sorvice is voluntary, s
on 14 days’ notice. may Lo withdrawal
oach volunteer, so that the Crown haw
legal secusity wheo 1 “any national danges.
great emergeudy'” happens, that the lee
my not have disppeared,  The yeomsy
are serving under the law of 1504, andlie’
anlending statates, which have no. b
consolidated.

76 Such Demny our present naldary s
tem, let me now revert to the sabectd
conectiption; would the Governtent izt
of peace, with so wany thousand mens
arms under voluatuy engagement to sew
the Crown, be justitied in putting the bkt
in forco against any of Her Mujesty'seh
jrets, and, if g0, for what service?

77. 1n the firse place, is consciiption, v
substitution, tho cheapest wothad of obt2
ing soldiers, or without substiion, et
that could be justified but under thesd
sternest necessity ? ’

**Con¢cription,” wroto tho late Mr. Jit
R Qodley (a namo that will ever bo held?

- the contrery, whether, in tho case of mar
ried men settled in civil employments and

not, whai will become of the estabilsthiod regula-
tions ns to roldlers marringes ?

rospect by thoso who served with iz



