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ToConnzsPonDnsiTs-letters addressed to cithc'r
th1e Edîtor or PubIlsher,as woeiI as Carninic.
tions întenulec for publication,rriustifvarIably.
bo pre.paid. CarrespaindentfllswiIalso bori n

mmld Ibatanea ndc, tha envolope shouid bo loit
open, and nt the cornear the worda, IlPrinter's
Copy"l writton and a two or Ove cent stRaap(ac.
,cordial; te t11e walglit of the communicatIon)
placed thereon will pay the postage.

Lxiu. J. B. VinEvxof Victoria, and Caoptain IH.
V. EDMoNýDs of Nsew Westmninsteor, are aur
anthrIîzed Agents for British Calumnbia.

lxr the opinion of mont people the British
NSavy ils not only the largest, but in propor-
tion ta thse intereste ta he defended the mont
efficient taking tbe British Iles alone, this

.y be true enough-but if the principlA in
ý,xtended to ber Colonial posscssionh and
dependenoles, il is most errofleous and un
vrarranted, as the following will conclusively
show:

"'A pamphlet bas appoared in Vienna
siving statistical details of the present naval
st..'angth of the principal European notions.
By it A.ustria is st.atd ta have altegether,
47 vesseis, furnished witli 250,guns, extent
of coast 240 miles. England, 475 veuisela,
carrying 6,250 guns; extent of Coast (ex-
cludingamall islands), 800 miles. Gernsany,
50 vossole, wvitb 438 guns; extent of cast,
216 miles. Russia, 297 vessels, witb 1,663
guna; extent Cf Coast (not including the
Caspiau and Glacial oceane), 681 miles. ltaly,
74 vesele, with 610guns; extent ofcoast,
718 miles. France, 336 vassae, with 1,6661
guas; extent cf coasi (net including Aige-iaI
endothler colonies). 465 miles. llollaLd,
113 vest.lsi with -81 guflS; extent ofowatt,
80 miles. Spain, 75 vessais,wvith 835 guns;
exfit cf guns (excluding colonies), 370
miles. Portugal. 48 veasis, itih 288 guns-.
exten t of Coast. 130 miles. Denmarlr, 33
vesseIs, vith 291 guns ;extent ef coast (ex.

cluding Iceltnd, Oreenlnd and smalt !B-
lande>. 320 msiles. Swcen nnit bbervay. 53
vesscis, tvith 4191 guise; extent ot cOnst.760
mies. Turkey. 110 vessels, viitu 1,282
glIns; exteist of onflaI (excluding Croe, the
Arclsipeoh.io, Asà itiNltor and l3arbary States),
3s3 rnikcs. hirece, *-0 vessoai, wthl 210
guise ; extent et cn lut, 250 aites. The pro
portion et expen'liture ous the navy te tlue
reset la exiieiiditturo is, in England, 13 04
per cent. ; Fî,net-, 3.55 per cînt. é,Iussia,
4 62; iTluriey, 3.75 ; (Jermnny, 3.51;- Italy,
3 .07 iAustria. .6.

Front this it vould appour that, Whli'
Austria lias one ioar vesse! and abouljîve
gune; te over-y fivo muiles et lier collet lie;
Germany, (.le iraï vessai ani Jight quils te
everyj/o&r lcil, Russia, ane twar vesse! and
fisc gurns te cvery twvo tjles, ltaly, Oise icat
vesselnr ncearly livelve guns te lnvmiles;
France, i ne icar vossel aîsd neanly lotir gars
ta every mile and an liait ef ber Coast;
Holland, twao war vessais assd uearly lwrent'y
lotir gun-j te evory ilirec iles ,Spain, one
icar vessai ana Ilfleugitits teeoveryfieemiles:
lartugzl, une iar vesselI and seten puits ta
ltr.e tieicsr .liumark, one war vassal anud

niuue guas te IcîL miles : Siveden, and Nerway,
ane, war vessai and îut'îuegUus to JourcemMiles,-
L'urkoy, an c ar vessaI aznd lejn pans te every
tlzree iniles. Greece, one wvar vessel and len
guîus te evcry mile and oise-touîtls, ivIile
Englauud lis &ne tar vessai and about ihir-
lecit gitits tho veîy mile and thuee fouillis of
tlie coast lino cf tha Britishi Isles.

Ia Lhe event cf a generai Europelau War
ase would bava against lier:
Germûny ...... 50 cbips 438 guns.
Itussia ........ 2L97 do . 1603 de
Austria ...... .. 47 dle 250 do

Total .... 394 do..2341 do
IL ioold bo reasonableo te imagine thal

Eastern intereats would band those throe
potiers against ber svbila abe would bave,
lier oivi fleet 475s sbps... 6,250 gun
France........336 dco .... 1,666 'dol
Italy .......... 14 do .... 610 dIo
Llolland ....... 113 do .... 981 do

Spi.....75 do .... 835 do
Potual....48 do ... 288 do

Denmark.....33 do ... 291 do
Sweden, &..c 53 do .... 491 cle
Turkey ........ 110 do ... 1,282 Il

Total .... 1,317 do 1-9 l269i do
Leaving out Greace if 20 ships and 210

guns as lilcely te be neutral in any centest.
But in reaiity the cst liue ot Engiand, or
rather the British Empire ie lwenty dîines ns
large as tisat witb %vbîcbh e scrodited in
the above category, aud tbe ivili ha bounc
te defend oecry inch ofet . StilI, bier
strongth lies in thse diplomatie effeot it pro.
duces as a factor in any possible conteat.
She is more b3aiiy armad tlian ber Doigts-
bora and linoti hein te use ber iveapons
batler. Wo cannot therefore, sympathise
with the alarmista at home as ta the pesai.
bility et a German inuvasion et Girant Britain,
nor ef atiy Chance fer repeating V.&N Tscome'a
ceiobrated achievement Lwo hundred years
ago when iluilami hâd a laîger Naval Force
than England thon possessed. The tolewing
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,reim Rrowi Arroi# of 8tis May sllons lb.
style e soricl and danger apprebended by
tho writero:

68 Mr. Gathorne Hardy bas assuraid us th&%
eur tirait line,"1 the floet, ils equi-vaient (0 a
continental army et 300.000 men. Au out
second lino le, te Bay the teast ef [t, a geed
deal lest nutnerius, wauld [t net lie uis vieil
te 8lrengthen the first by every availabi.
mea'is iii aur power ? ILi: soe two cen-
turies since theDuteli saiedi u~p the ljedway,
and, approaobing Chathamm, carried constat.
nation inta the very lienrt cf bhe Empire.
Tisat sas at a time vihen aur fle ns .U
poiverfül, accoîding te the science o! ie
day, as it is now. IL ebould never b. fer-
gotten tbat suai an avant as that te whieh
we allude has occurred in the bistory cf tble
country, and evcry mas nt aurilispotai
should bcecmployed ta avert the recurrence
ef suob a diaster. Ni'e contnt belp uhink-
ing tbatt the empîcyment or river and lier
bour gunlicats of an impîeved pattera weuld
double aur Ilfirst lino' of dotence, or, tlbe
moderate, ivould mako It equivalent, accord.
ing te Mr. Ilardy'e accentria mode ef calcu.
latîng. say to knalta.miliion cf mon. Thte
Germans; are greatly pleased with the happy
thouglit wbich, tbey have liad et putting a
couple of monitors, vbldli are practically
amaîl moving fartresises, on the Rhine. Thse
details et the construction of tbesa vesnais,

asgiven by the Colonge Gazette, are interest.
ing. Tbay are armoured with plates twonty.
four centimeters (about a lat) thiok, sud
have eaoh a revolving cupola containg two
bscavy bronze breech-loading guns. Thse
vessels are forty six mostres in length, and
the angines are ef 168-hoereepower. They
are reall1Y formidable boat, and we sbould
like te see a tew similar ta thein on thse
Timames, thse Medway, tse bleîsoy, ana ollmer
mnland nate@rs."

If @ver the Blritish Sleet is compeiled. ta
run csp British itivers-the real defence cf
the capital and tassas situated as iL is WUil
not test on wbat aur neighbors af thie United
States rather irreverently terma polly wags
(tedpsoles), but on heavy A.rtillery mountcd
on Moncriet gula carniages and fortifications
on bis plan-the guns te keep the vesseli
of Lhe enemy front enterng tisa river at aIl,
or if lie dees se, te, make his raturn lmppei.
sible-as the proposedt systeli af fortiiostien
wouid he fie pits on a large sicale without
parapets, embrasures, ambanliments orglacis
-ne seaman in his cases will carry bis vessai
vitbin range, ne malter hotv well she insy
ha armed. Il in easy ta undaerstand how
useraul ucl hoats as describad would be on
the Ithine, lise St. Lawrence, or anyfronuir
River, they wouid give the ownots iUn cossi-
mand froin tide water upwarde, and effectu.
ally prevent military eperations or coucell-
tration within five miles et the alluro; for u
allier purpese they are of little use, and
would he a doubtfal advantage on narroff
streanis like the Britishi Rivers. Frts> thse
tact thaï; ne general. combinatieon of Eur*
pean poivers can bo tormied au sianst Grest
]3îitain sirnilax' te the a?neZ neutrality of tisa
lait century, it wotsld appear that ehle là
holding ber own as a Naval Poster, relativell
to lier neiglibours and rivalo, as she is Mis-
treus of more than onefourth ef tha war sl!i
and nearly balfthe naval artilles7 aflOal'*
and shoea inn a vary short period d'lublô


