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Marcy 24, 1573,

leta new era begin. To be called upon 8o
s00n aBain  to settlo & new Control question
is, nt first sight, somewhat nwe inspiring to
admit; but with all the experience of past
years befors ws—and the experience of
failure is tho most valuable kind af ex-
perience to bo had—with a host of excellent
officers at our disposal, anxious and ready
to render the most zoalous assistance in the
establishmentof a better state ofthings, and
with an honest desire on the part of all con-
cemned to placoe the Control Servico on such
a footing that it will be 2 model to other
armics and an ornament to our own, we do
pot balieve that a thorough reconstruction
of the Control Department need occupy nn
undue share of the time and attention of tho
authorities in Patl Mall.—Broad .1rrote.
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Washington, March 0.~A large and dis’
tinguished audionca assombled at Lincoln
Hall to night to hear the interesting andin
structive lecture of the Hou. A M. Wadulell
of North Carolinain regard to the settlement
ol this continent belore the discovery of
Colurabus, He had delivered it in several
of the Southern cities during the past sum-
mer, and was invited by the Jeading mem-
bers of the Senato and Houso of Representa-
tives to repeat 1t at the capital.

Begifining with an allusion to Vico's sys-
tem of ‘*historical returns,”? and giving
tioethe’s conception of thiat subject (the cir-
cular theory of civilization)in a few scntences,
tho lecturer sald that Lis investigation of
the subject under discussion was prompted
by a passage in Humbolt's ** Cosmos,” which

staled, asa fact, that the first voyage of the

Icclanders to Greenland in 983 ** was follow-
ed by voyages to North Carohina.”  Thix, he
s4id, excited bis curiosity and caused him to
read everything beariag on the suhject, the
result of his cooclusions beivg that Hum-
boidl's stalement was not only true, but Jess
than the whole truth, for, in his opinion,
the evidenco which he was about to oifer
cstablished the fict that voyages to and
setllements on the coast south of Chesa-
peake Bay were made by a Celtic race be-
fnrci» the dizcovery of Gireenland by Eric the
Red.

ito then briefly recounted tho several
voyages of the Northmen to the northern
partof America,beginning with Liel's vovage
m the year JUQJ. to Vineland or New Bog:
laud, giwving tho evidences on which ther
real occurrenca is based, iucluding the find-
ing of the Kuuic stone on one of the islands

in Baflia’s Bay, wiich attracted so mach at- .

tention ameong the learned when Rafa's great
work, * Antquitales Americans,” was pub-
Ishe lin 3837,

Leaving then the discoverics on the
norilzern coast he began the discussion of his
main subject, which was to prove that the
wouutry Iying betweon Virgima an { Florida
waz, before A D. 1000, settled by Christians,
was  designated Hvitramaunaland, or e
Lind of the White Men, aud was expressely
called Island 1t Altkia, or Great Ircland. fo
fortily Lis posttion he gave arapid sketch of
the wonderful literaturo of Icelawd, dis
tngurhing the prinaple Sagas which Leeat-
e of thesy mantimo eapeditions, and viude
«aling (heir autbentioity, particularly tho
¢ Landnamabok’ and tho * Lyrbigga Saga,”
the latter of which contains the romantic
story of Bloara, the champion of Breidasik,
who waa discovered in thns country of Great
frchnd thirty years afier his disappearance
from leeland, by Godhief Gudlangsen, who

vieted the country in lu2d. Many other |
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evidenees of a like kind wero produced. e
then, in allusion to the old story of Prince
Madoe's voyages to this continent, recited
soma remarkable facts gong to shiow that
the country was inhabited by a Celtio race at
avery early period, and gu 9 a very interest

ing account of the early avlizvtion of the
Irish raco, abont whom, he said, thero scemed
to he wwonderful misapprehension even among
enlightencd peoplo, Following this up with
an account of the riso and fall of free govern-
mont both in leeland and Greonland, he came
to discuss Columbus's voynges, So far from
meking any attempt to rob the latter of lus
glory ho gave him full credtt for his ¢ discov

ery.” and mentioned onv or two carious and
interesting anecdates connected with it

In voply to the very natural question of
what became of those carly settlers, he ob-
served that hisinalality to answer it furnish-
ed no argument agunst the fact that the
Irish did make voyages to this country. The
samo guestion, heo sitd, might, with egual
propriety, be asked 1a regard to whole races
who have extsted on each of the four conti-
nents; for instance, the “Mounted Builders”
on this conunent, whose moaurnents by
) thousands are still visiblo in mauny of the

States. Analogous cases of still later date
' ara not wanting. As an illustration, White’s
, eolony of 119 persons, 17 of whom were wo-
, wmen, were certainly left in North Carolina in
. 1587, Thae is n fuct which nobody would
_deny; but they were never heard of after-

wards, and, although it is reasonable to sup

pose thoy were killed by Indians, still nobody

knows such to be the fact. We only know
! thoy were thero and disappestred, and that
'

is what we know, and all we know, about the
. early lrish voyagers. As vet it is impossible
‘o tell, with any degree of certainty, what
" became of them ; 1t must remiin a matter
! of speculation, But thereis an eqnally dithi-
| cult. question involved in the discussion,
which these doubters entirely overlook, and
which is now respectfully submitted to them,
'viz: Whero did the children with fair com
i plexion, blue »yes, and auburn ke, found
' aboutRoanoke Island, in the year 1584, come
from? Theo fact that they were there sanoot
Lo denied. Itis as well established as any
{ other fact of bistory. Of course they were
not full blooded aborigines, but must have
descended from a Caucasian on oneside 5
lbut. tucre i3 no other record of o visit by
' Buropeans to that part of the coast before
{ 1584, oxcept that concerning the Soandina.
vians from the Ockaey Islands and lceland,
who did not attempt + cettlement; snd
' these Scandinavian, themselves tesiify toa
; atill earlicr Irish emigration.

o continued with many other evidences,
‘and quoted DBaron Humboldts protest
‘agiinst **the rejecting spirit” in regard to
i such things. e then discussed the cemains
- of various sorts not of Indian origin which

havo been found in tins country, particalarly

tho iron implements; but before gotng into
! that he called attention to the discorory of
tho Pha'gician stone 1n Brazil last year, giv
ing an account of an cxpedition to that
country five hundred years befero the
Christian era.

tho Carolina co-st he mentioned thatofa
Iargo akeleton of a man which was found
near Wilmington many °ears ago, around
the waist of which was a capper girdle bear-
ing an unknown inscription. 1t was just
such ag ono as mesls ho description of a
Xandinavian warnor The cwidences of
mining 1n an early :go which have been
foand in western North Carolina were also
discussed. The lzcturer clesed with a recap
itulation of alt the points in the lestimony,

Among tho strango things discoverad on‘

————
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which, when grouped togethor, apprared
very {ormidable,

The foregoingisa very brief synopsis of
the facts contmned in tius novel and inter-
esting discourse, which was listened to at-
teatively by a large and Inghly cultivated
audiencs,—JV, 17 Sui.
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DYNAMITE CARTRIDGES,

ThaVedette Austrian Journal gives the fol-
fowring results of experiments carried out at
Brettenzee, Austria, June 2ith, 1873 :—
Dynamile cartiidges, 2 Ibs, in weight, were
used for these experiments, being the same
as thoso eupplied to the cavalry pioneers.
‘The tin cylindtical boxes containing the
dynimite wero of two kinds, one having a
cirenlur section witha diameterof 3.5 inches,
the others having an elliptical section. The
latter, owing to their flit sharg, are wnore
easily carried.  ‘The exast object of the ex-
periments twas to instituto a comparison
between their destructive effect, and that of
the cartridges with a circular section. The
raileoad  which was »xperimented on had
been constructed with much care by engi-
neer soldiers, the material employed, rails
and slippers, was, moreover, of the very
best quality.

First, abox having a circular seclion was
placed against exach of the rails of the read,
at the poiat where two join, and each was
igmted separately. In both cases the fishe
plates and slippers were completely torn
apart, the rails were raised up and beat up*
wards from the middle, tho total displace:
ment being from nine to twelvo inches, and
they wero cracked in various places. ‘I'wo
of tho railway engweers declarod that tho
road was sufliciently injuced to throw a train
off the hine.

‘T'vo cartridges having an elliptical sectisn
were then tried.  Tho finst had the longer
axis verlicil,the second hai the zhorter axis
vertical.  In both cares, but more especially
in tho sccond one, the effect produced twas
very superiw to that shich had been obe
tainerd walt tho boxes having a circular sec
tion. Tho fishplates and s part of the
flange of the rails right up to the end bolts
were throsn 19 some distance.  The experr-
ment was renewed by plrang an elhipueat
cartnidge in such a way that the larger axis
of tho clipze mule an angle of forty five
degrees with the rail.  The result was stull
more suprisiog. Tho extremities of two
adjourning mils as well as tne fishplates
which united them,were in some mauner re
duced to powder. Some largo pieces wera
thrown fifty yards, otherz, smualler, as for
wstanco the heads of the boles, fell X0
races off.  Consequently, it is advisable to
keep some wistancs off, when experiments
of ths kind are being made. A now attempt
was then made  with two cartridges placed
towards tho centro of the rails. Toofirat
had its generating pownts  placed perpendy
cularly to the direciion of tho ralroad; the
second was, on the contrary, nlacad paralicl
ta thorail, Tho first madea round bole in
the mil, 3nd lifted the flinge, and it pro-
duced relatively but little effect.  The
sccond completely troke a pieco of the ral
off the somo length as its own. Fiaally, a
cartridge were placed upon a slipper 3 feet
from the rail, and parallel toit. Experi
ments made in France had, it bad been sad,
led to the pref-~caco being given 0 asim-
ilar way of placing the cartridge, but the
officers present wero considerably surprised
at this statement. Tho result put an cud
to alt donbts on the sutject ; for at the ter
mination of the explosion the rail remined
perfectly intact ; tho slipper alono was brok-



