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Boyen (Eastern Prussin) romain under
consideration, Schlesladt, Litchenberg, Lut.
aelstein, Matanl, Phasburg, Bitche and
Dredden will Lo supprosssed as forlified
towns immediately.  Tho places which are
to Vo transfornied according o the now sys.
temof fortifications are:—Metz, Diedonhofen,
Strasburg, Vieux-Biisach, Mayence, Calogne,
Wesel, G'ogau, Thorn, Posen and Konigs.
berg, Bramberg, hitherto an opan town will
become a fortress,  The works for the ug-
grandizement of Melz and Strasburg are
already commenced, those of Mayenco will
only ba undertaken in {he spring of the
present year. As will be seen by tho above
indieations, the plan of deience is concen.
trated on the Western and Bistern frontier,
nnd on the coast of the Buliic and North
Seas,  The Ministry will not ask for any
supplementary credit for the works of for

tification, the present funds being sufficient
for those commenced. At Mayence the ox-
pense will be provisionally met by the sale
of ground. The cost of twenty seven new
lield batterios will Le covered by the ordi
nary budget,

‘It is snnounced that the Prussian gov
ernment has definitely decided vpon the
construction of a canal which is to connect
together the North Sea aud the Baltic,
Plans of tho works required bave been al.
ready drawn up,and a commission composed

of Germun engineers and superior officers

appoirted 1o examine the plans on the spot,
80 as to make whatalterations might he re-
quired. ‘The members of the commission
ire expected at Kiel. Russia, it has been al.
leged, regards the project with considerable
Jjealousy, a8 a means by which Prussian in.
fluence may bo oxtended to the north of
Europe. Evidently Kiel, which is the head-
quarters of the Imperial German fleet, is de.
signed to assume great importance.”

Forewarned is forearmed; and if Eugland is
caught napping, the shopkeepers that have
brought her into cotitempt deserve to have
their profits lightened !

]

Tne abdicition of King AMapers was no
matter of suprise to those who knew any-
thing of the fuctions at the Spmish capital.
It is quite probably the outcrop of those
trigues which wi'l help to make Germany
the arbitress of Europe, and the leaders
of the Republicn puty will be used as the
tools of the despot.

Complications Likely to embarras<Engl ind
may soon arise out of this change of Gov r)
tnent in Spain. The Republican purty there
are in favor of a consohidation of the politj-
cal power of the Iberian peninsulu, The an
nexation of Portugal will, therefore, Le
attempted ; and in order to
siong British squadron is ready in the
Tagus. The reclamation of Gibraltar is ano-
ther article of the political creed of those
people ;and a good opportunity would be
atforded for Russia to  forward her own
schemes by another impertinent messnge to
Earl GraxviLLe, while the “man of blood
and ivon"
» fine chance is afforded for the illustration
of tho doctrines of tho peace-at-any.
price party, and itwould bea pity to lose
i,

The Indifferonce displayed by the Spanish

preveat tlus g »

stunds by as arbitrer | Altogether ;

people at ths abdiontion of thoir ItalianSov.
reign proves that he never occupied any very
prominent position in theic esteem,whileiit is
also evident that their natural character is
notexcitable,seemnyg thit they have accepted
tho situition as an ordinary oceurrence ;
and at the Liest accounts the peace of the
capital or country had not been disturbed,
What a splendid chauco it affords the astute

,pcople of thefr lnnds:r lo~l.‘n;‘co thon;

’nnl

to for
swear nllegitnes to the British Crown,

ho mtter wns brought up in the Britigh
Columbin Parlfament on tho 10th ultimo ;
an hon. member moveq () st tho Action: of
the United States authoritios -0 this respect
be brought to the nofice of the Daminion
Govornment. The Promior (Mr, DoCosmns)
stated that this had nlready been done,
¢ n memorial forwarded 1o Qttawn to be
transmitted thence to Englaud. The Hiitish

German Chancollor and ks Russian  col* ; Columbinns, the next neighbors of the
leagusstoout-mancuvre thoonly power that | San Juan islan Jers, are nmiturally somewhae

stands  betwoen them nnd
Spain could be bought with the promise of
Portugal and cession of Gibraltar,

anything else,” ;interestediin the promses.
)

This is what Cunada has reaped from tho

while the statesmanship of the Whig-Radicals on-l the

Troaty of Wushington would become waste | Manchester philosophors |

paporon the bait Leing held out that the
Yankees might acquire Cuba, The opportu.
nity is too templing 1o be allowed (o pass
awiy without some steps being taken.

If it endded in abrogating the Washington
Treaty, we might possibly benefit thereby,
especiliy i it would lead to (ho revisal
of that ininuitous dGecision of the Kuisor s ro.
specting thelzland of SwnJuan,Theresidents
on thatisland areina peculiar position,if the
follow™ny extract from an oxchinge is cor.
vecl:—

“The British settlers on San Juan and
adjacent islands until recantly jointly occu.
pied by tho governwments of Grent Britain
and the Urited States, but now in tl.e undis
puted possession of the latter, haye been
oflicially notitied that unless they take the
oath of allegiance to the Uniteq States by a
given time, their property will be liable to
be junped by any American citizens whose
covetous desires might prompt them to do
80. The following is a copy of a notice, posted
by authority in various conspicuous places
on theisland in question ; » By virtue of a
tolegram dated Olympia, W. I, Des, 25th,
1372, Public notice is hereby given, that
all British settle.s on the late disputed
island, who wish 1o become Ameri
can citizens, in order (o prevent trouble
about their lund cliims, are requested to
meet the Clerk of the District Court of
Washington Territory, on Monday, January
6th, 1873, ut W. I, ’ ‘aylor's, San Juan town,
where the Clerke will administer the Qath
ot Allegiance, W. I, Taylor, acting N .R..N,
B.—Persons wishing 10 have thejr Natural-
ization Papers made out in proper form
can apply to lhoms G, Murpby, San
Juan lown.,” Lo Britis) Columbis pa
pers express some doubt as to the autheq.
ticity ol this notice. They cun scarcely
believe that the United States authorities
would attempt to employ uny such shurp
bracuice as chae referred 1o, to compel Brig
tolt ¢ettlers on tho lute disputed 1slunds
lorswear their ullegiance to their native lan
orran therisk o farfenting theirhomesfeads,
Ihere me on thuse islands upwards of .ons
hundred such seltlers, not including
thew tamilies, sonzo of whom have®heen on
their lauds for the pist Wwelve or fourteen
years, huve mude o teusive improvements
upon them, and all m gond faith, bLelieving
that the territory belonged o Britain, that
tho rights they hud acquired ta their lands
were svcure, and that they wouly be pro
tected in the peaceful enjryment of them.
The adverse decision given by the Emperor
of Germiny to Briwin's cliim to the sove:
reiguty of the islands 1n question, would
scarcely under the circumstances justify the
American Government jn employing any
uarbitrary means cither (o dispossess thoss

Tue London Tins, in itg great anxicty to
provide for the tuture welfare of Buitish
North Ameiica, h 8 been a steady advoeale
of aunexation to the United Slates, As a
good many sentimental Republicins look on
the eonstitutional regime of thit country ng
the most perfect in the worlid, wea would
recommeond to their ciwreful consideration
the peculiar plse of political morality a
purs Republic offers.

The Vices President of the United States,

who is also President of the Sennte,haa been
convicted of trking bribes of so Jow a value
as $1200, an 1 he is not alone; other mem-.
bers of thit illustrious boly are churged
with the same crime, and a conmitice of
the [louse of Representatives havo advised
the expulsion of two. Oye of those is Amss
from Al:lssnclnusscls, Besy Bucner's son-ine
law,

If the Zimes and the clique it represents
are enamored of the politictl institutions of
Yankeedom, they are perlectly welcome 1o
their love—they are not adwired in Cinada,
the following from a Monireal jowmal is
about the true position of affairs ;

“ Our Republican neighbor's
the line now find it necassiry to keep up
8 standing army of 30,000 men, and
the various appointments and stations
for it have just been arranged for the yeur.
Formerly one of the blessings enumerated
as accruing from aliepublicap!orm ofgovern:
ment was the non-necessity of keeping u
such costly institutions, the militia and
volunteer forces being depanded on to de.
fend the commonwealth in cae of danger.
Experience, however, shews that this. fine
theory will not bear to be put in practice. [t
is to be obseryed_that, the, United States
Arary is not kept up tizrough apprehension
of foreign invasion, but as a precaution
against outbreaks, the union of tha States
being nolonger a voluntary one, and Repuo-
lics not seeming to enjoy an immumty from
tntestine discord any more than monarchies
or empires. Thuse reflections seem to haye
struck the New Yerk Heralde, and looking
round at Canada it finds the latter has many
blessings that theAmerican Republic wants,
No standing Army Or navy ; taxes 80 small ag
not to be worth speaking about; a moderate
revenue tariff; murderers and other crimi*
nals punished ; judges incorruplible ; chesp
legislation and a public opinion that frowns
upon corruption—such are a few of tho ad-,
vaiitages conceded to Canada by our New

across

York contemporary, which altows that with-

.out an ary we are just as safe as though we



