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dored possiblo tho final advance of German
infantry, whoso provious losses, whilo sup-
ported only Ly divect avtillery fire, had been
torrible; also, at this critical juncture a mnss
of German guns advanced, and firing across
tho rond and rail, enfiladed the French left,
and throatoned to cut off theline of retreat.
In tho oarlior part of this battlo tho French
had tho superiority in number and position;
but were left by their generals with a most
inadequato supply of artillery-—ono of these
unncconntable mistakes which wmarked
French generalship,  \While Frossard's force
fought splendidly a1l day, seven divisions of
Bazamo's stood inactive ten miles fiom the
valloy of the Saar. The Germans having
turned the Freanch left by Forbach, the
ond division, sent by Buazaine, could not
cover tho rotroat of Frossard's utterly dis-
organized force,which rotreated tothe south
west, leaving open the road toSt. Avold and
Motz, Theu tho German armies witha cloud
of cavalry in their front, gradually brought
up their left flank. Tho small fortresses of
Phalsburg and Bitsche, especially the latter,
whoso guns commanded the line of rail to
the west, compelled them to make a con-
siderable defour, and leave behind a masking
force. They beld out for a long time, and
show the advantagoof even a small fort on
astrategic line of road or rail. Tho French
commanders proposed to abandon the
line of tho Moselle, leaving & garrison in
Metz with orders to defend or die,~the scat-
tered divisions concentrating at Chalons
(tho only safe point for conceniration) there
to fizht on their well known exercising
ground, where, history tells us, the fate of
Franco has beforo been decided in hor favor.
With Paris as a base, and reigforcements to
swell the army, the result of the war might
have been different ; but politicians stepped
in, nud decreed her 1uin. Bazaine, aproint
ed to tho chief comm nd remained at Metz
{whero the Emperor also linc.cd), hoping
to fall upon the divif.u German armies
crossing {0 the norta and south of Metz;
buttheir whole force passed to the south at
Ars, and Pont a Mousson, while Steinmetz
had occupied tho attention of the French by
the battlo of Courcelles. This was an obsti-
nate soldior’s battle, without any particular
display of tactical skill. Bazain> committed
an crror in fighting at all; having previously
detormined to retreat towards Verdun, he
should have done so, and left the protection
of hiis rear to the fortress, instead of fighting
2 battle with his army astride of tho AMos-
sello, and an cnemy whose object it was to
detain him. Thoe French engineers had un-
accouniably neglected to blow up the bridges
over the Aloselle, to thoe south, thongh they
destroyed some in their own line of retreat.
Bazaine's first march was 2 very shori one,
and impeded by an cnormous quantity of
baggage; he gives o further reason for de-
Iay in the fact that the Freanch intendence,
or control department, had stowed away six
million of cartridges without telling him
whero to find them, and moreover, had for-
gotten their whereabouis. This gave the
Germans time ; they pushed forward as f{ar
a3 Mars-le-Tour with cavalry and guns, and
struck the head of tho French advance, also
ayalry, apparently without guns. The
French prepared io charge; but the Ger-
man cavalry, who masked their guns, wheel-
ingright and left, opened out and left the
guns 1o work their deadly destiny, and thus
turn tho tide of French retreat.

At Vionville and Rezonville, in & some-
what similar manner, ithe French columns
were fiercely struck, and held by cavalry
and arlillery until tho infantry cameup. The
tuceess of the final infantry onslaught is at
tributed by Captain Hosier to tho Prussian

arlillery being ns usual ipassed on their
encmics’ flank. ‘The extraordinary mobility
of tho Prussianficld artillery, pringipally duo
to their system of earrying sufficient men on
limbers and gun-axlo seats, rendered pos-
siblo thelr stylo of vigorous avtillery action,
impossiblo to the French with theirantiquat.
ed system of carrying gunners on tho wag-
gons, or leaving them away behind out of
breath.

‘The Prussian cavalry sacrificed themsolves
with the samo heroic gallantry, as the Eng
lisii at Balaclava, with the differenco that
their self sacrifice had astrategic object and
result, viz, holding the YTrench for their
comrades to come up. One torriblo chargo
was made through two French batteries with
bodies of infantry in their rear, to bo finally
met by the hostllo cavalry, A littlo more
than a fourth of tho horsemen responded to
the regimental call at that night's bivouac.

‘Tho French fought with tho determined
fury of their race, and inflicted terrible loss
on their enemies, considering that they had
gained a victory ; but as corps nfter corps
came into position on their left, and wheeled
up, the German army, which ot first looked
northward, finished tho fight with its front
to the Rbine ; while Bazaine had been com
pelled to fight with his face towards Chalons
and Paris his lino of retreat, just a fortnight
from tho opening affair at Saarbruck. After
theso bloody struggles at Mars-LaTours,
Vionvillo and Rezonville, Bazaine took up a
position at Graveloite, e had been nearly
taken prisoner by the rapid German advance
whose guns actually opened fire on the rear
of the Emperor’s escort as he left the army
with bis son. The taclical advantages of
Gravelotic as n defensivo position showed
skill in tho sclection of ground, tor which
Marshal Bazaipe is famouns. It is a Jong ridge
tho topof whichforms an open natural glacis;
the crest was strongly intrenched, and his
artillery there posted ; the left rests on
densely wooded ravines, running down to
the Moselle ; and one of these parallel to
tho faco of the position, is difficult to cross
except by theroad running at right angles
to the French front, which was swept with
gans, and the firo of a fortified farm-house.
‘The Prussians lost terribly in repeated at-
tempts to attack by thisroad. The difficul
ties of assault on the left of tho position
reudered it almost entirely an artillery so
tion, where 84 Prussian guns wero deployed
by a most spirited manceuyre. Thoy gallop*
ed up a lano through ono of these raviues,
which concealed them fill they reached tho
plateai south of Gravelotte. ‘The guns were
crowded, to avoid drawing fice by extending
in front of tho village, which was used as a
field hospital ; and tho loss of the Prussisn
artillery hero is evident from the mounds of
carth that mark their resting place—* man
end horse in one red burial blent.” The
threo leading batteries wero met by the fire
of four smitrailleurs ; but concentrating their
whole firo on the nearest, thero remained no-
thing but wreck after a single round. The
second and third were treated to o similar
dosc of concentration, and the fourlh retired
procipitately {o avoid annihilation,

This concentration of fire, to bo produced
in tho heat of battle, must be inculcated and
practiced in peace. The whole 84 thus con.
centrated on tho French guns, silenced them
in succession. This sort of advanco of the
right men, at the right {ime in the right
place, was in & great measuro duo fo the ex-
cellent maps served out to artillery com-
manders by tho Prussian War-Offico. 1 was
favored with the loan of ono of theso that
belonged to a caplain ol artillery ; it was a
pliotograph-copy of the map of tho French
survey. They wero turned out in Prussia

by thousands long beforo tho war; and,
though it folded up so as to {it tho pocket,
it was 80 clear that by its aid any average
artillory commander could act with tronch.
ant cortainty. Among tho sayings of sol-
dicrs worth remembering is that of Marshal
Saxo, that *f tho first requiroments of an
army wero logg, tho 2ndlogs, and the 3rd
logs.,” It is equivalent tothat of Welling
ton, who reiterated ¢¢ Loots ;' with us it
might possibly bo ‘ snowshoes.” Prussian
ofticers reiterate *f maps —accurate maps
distributed (o squadron-leaders, and bat-
tory commanders. Tho infantry working in
larger units, do not require so many, except
on outpests, The French resisted evory as-
sault, until as usual outflanked by the Prus-
sinns—tho Quards andr Saxons—whose ar-
tillery, occupying the hill at St. <Privat, at
right angles to the French positien, enfilad.
ed it, and rendered possiblo the steady ad-
vanco of the infantry. It is worthy of note
that the isolaled attompts of German artil-
lery to advance in the open to close range,
600 yards, against infantry in shelter
trenches, resulted in artillery destruction.
On one of these occasions, a single gun, one
ofticer and threo gunners alone remainoed ;
and when ordered to retire, the young sub.
altern’s reply, from the midst of his dying
comrades, was: “Tell General, Steinmotz,
that where gunshave advanced, there also
can infantry ; let him send supports to mo;
I will not rotire to them ; rather wmill 1 dio
on my gun-carriage and rest here with my
comrades.”” Ho was as good as his word :
be did not retivo from his position until ne
had expended his last shot, and brought his
gun, which he had worked with tho assis.
tance of his three gunners, safely out of ac
tion, fortho infantry did not como forward
until much Iater,

Tho final catasirophe of S2dan was tho
greatest triumph of the German arlilery.
When that fatal morning dawned the unfor-
tunate French saw, from cvery gentlo hill 6f
tho ampbitheatro that surrounded them,
tho white pufls that showed the trial shots
of tho German guns. Their concentrated
firoc was unendurablo, and onfiladed each
face of the old fortress situated ina basin;
and thus a fortress and an army fell before
tho field guns of an army wiclded with stra-
tegicskill. Of course wo must not forget
that it was political interferenco that dictat
cd o movement on a line that endedin a
fight with a neutral instead of & friendly ter-
ritory in the rear.

Not much artillery incident of valueis to
be gained by following tho struggles of the.
brave but ignorant and uudisciplined levie,,
en masse, who organised by eloquent arocats,
tried in vain fo oppose tho national army of
a people who for half a century had patient-
ly practised tho art of war in peace, and
wero not too effiminato to ignore tho duty
of personal servico without exception, for
peasant, peer or prince.

{To be contlnued.)

Yowser oF Tue Press.~I love to hear the
rumblingof the steam power press, better
than the raltloand roar of artillery. It is
silently aitacking and vanquishing tho Mala-
koffs of vice, and Rodans of ovil, and its par-
allels and appro- shies cannot bo resisted: 1
liko the click of the typein tho composjug
stick. Detter than the click of a musket in
the hands of a soldier. It bears a leaden
messenger of deadlier power, of sublimer
force, and surer aim, which will hit its mark,
{hough =« thousand years pass awayl—

Chavin.



