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the Captain, with hor spread of canvas, and
hor retuat heighitof deck, was fitted to carry
tho same sail as other ships of hot size, and
to encounter tho gusts ana squalls to which
avery esquadron, sailinyg-ship, and indeed
every ship, 18 liablo, I mav ald that alter
tho Cuplaia way ordeved with her extent of
eanvas, I, knowiug well that the Jerenles
and Yonareh were prrfectly enpabloof carey-
g moro civas than had been given to
them, gave those two slips <quarer yards
and somewhit moo canvas in other ways,
m ovder to prevent fictitions vepresentia-
tions concerning the relative saiting qualities
of the various vessels.

From your scientitic practied kuowledge
and talent as o great shhiphuoilder, e you
aceount in any way for the cduse, or partial
ewso of, the Caplain foundering as she ded ?
—As 3001 as tho news of the Caplain's dis-
appoarance came to this country, 1 con-
cludod that she had capsized uunder the
pressure of hey canvas, amd while T Lolteve,
from such information as one can gather,
that it might have been quita practicable so
to spaco tho cruvas on the nig}st of hoerloss
as to save her, my copviction is that the
ovil day would haveonly been deferred, and
that thera was nothing in the management
of the Caplain on the night of her loas which
would have occasioned the loss of any other
ship in tho squadron. I thiuk theye issole
force in the suggestion of Messrs. Laird that
the ship was not in the sime condition at
the time of her loss as she had previously
been, but I do not consider any change of
condition would cscape the notice of the
captain and oflicers should contribute to the
loss of such a ship,

Captain Hancock : were any of the devis
tions from the origind design during her
construction, and which were not otjected to
in your office, of such a nniuve as to aceunt
for the great misealenltion in hes draught,
or materially affeet her stalality ? -1 mutst
answer this question under some disulvan-
tagey as I have no onpartunity o7 veferving
to the documents, but [ thirk it oxceeding-
ly likely that somo of tho minrrments
which were not objected to in our wiice did
contribute both to tho extra weight and to
the reduction of stability in the ship, such
for instance of the incransad heighit of puop
and foreeastle, and the increased breadih as
woll as height of the buriicane deck, but it
must be obvious to the coutt that it would
be entirely inudmissable in a case of this
kind for the Adwiralty officers to prohibit
Captain Coles and Messes. L:ivd fro.n giving
the poop and foracastle the height which
they decmead necessary, or to compel them
to fit a hurricane deck so navrow that the
ropas could not be worked upon it. In
overy casoe the suggestions for these spucial
variations emanaterd from Messrs, Lairda nd
Captain Coles,

Do you imagine from what you know of
the loss of the Capfain that it wasin asy
way attributable to either of the two ele-
ments of danger you have alluded to—the
sea bursting into the funnel cusing fiom the
leeward, or that a heavy sen »lupped to
windward added so lavgely to her topwaights
as to destroy her stalnlity 7—J have seen no
evidence to show that the funnel casings
were broken through, but I think it much
mare likely that she shipped a co.siderable
weight of sea to windward, than that the
pressure of wind, acting upon the under side
of the hurricane deck, seriousty contribu-
ted to her loss. Would not the effect of
wind under the hurricance deck, when the
ship was much heeled, have been less even
than it would have becu upon lier side had
her weather bulwark been ¢wrried up to her
burricave deck 7—I certainly think so, be-
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caugo the height exposed to the pressure of
the wind would be more incroassd by the
inclination in tho case of the side thanin the
casa of a central structure,

Captain Rice: I gather from your evidence
that no reduction of the munsts would have
made her n seawoithy ship. Is that so?—It
is. Have you any ranson to suppose that
Capinin Burgoyne was nware of your views
of tie unsenworthiness of the Caplain ?—
Yes; 1 spokoto Captain Burgoyne in the
senge in which [ havo answered the Court,
a8 far a3 apportunity ofered ; and when 1
left the Captain at Birkenliead, the last
tima I saw Captain Burgoyne, he huving
fieen all through the ship with me, [ snid to
him~ I don’t want tosay any more against
her, but I aw glad it s your fate and not
mine 10 go tosen in her.,”” 1 also know that
s friend of mine, an Admiral in the Service,
toak great pains to impress upon Capiain
Burgoyne that particulur danger of her cap-
sizing under the canvas o which reference
has been made, aud in mentioning his con
versations tome in writing to me on the
day the loss was mentioned, but bofore the
mode was known, hereferred to my remarks
on rigged ships with low freeboards, and
said be had dvawn the serious attention of
Captain Burgoyne to the position of the
ship’s deck, but the confidence of Captain
Burgoyno was such that it almost defied
criimsm, In this letter the Admiral in
question said he had no goubt she had cap-
sized from what he had read. Do you con-
sider that the Lords of the -Admiralty, who
ordered the construction of the Captain, re
jmoved, so far as the design is concerned,
. the controliership from Sir Speacer Robin-
“son to Captain Coles, und the chief constrac-
torship fiom yourself to Mesers. Laivd, and
that, in point ot fact, this responsibility rests
upon the board, who ovdered her construe-
tion, notwithstanding the kuowa abjection
of the Countroller und Chief Constructor 7—
Yes, and notwithstanding their own objec
tons 313 »; jor the Sea Lords of the Admiral
1y, without any axception I can remember,
hiwve been unfavorabls to the rigging of
ships witl low froeboard, although it is out
of iy pover to say whather this unfavour-
ableness arose to any extent from their ap-
prehension of danger. 1 caunot speak with
certunty, but I believe that from the time
when Captain Coles condemped the Munarch
as in 1o way representing his views, their
Lordships were strongly disposed, if not ac-
tually doterinined, to yield to the strongly
expressed opinions of some members cf Par-
liament, and to build a ship from Capiain
Coles’ designs, unless they were themselves
convinced that such a ship us be had pro-
posed must of necessity fail.
In fact, the Cupfain was built from a
strong outside pressure ?—I have no doubt.
{ had no objeciion to te trial of inclination,
and I was o fittle surprised that the Messrs.
Laird should have defesrred the vequest for
it until she was brought away from their
quict basin, where she had been lying for
many months; for it would have been quite
practicable to hiye sctiled any doubt which
_1nay have existed in their minds, if any ex-

isted, by such u trial at Birkenlead, without
, waiting for remaining weights, the propor-
. tious of which are well known; but I cannot
"state 1o the Court what actual wcidents jive-
" vented the ship from being inclined before
_she went to sen, I am at a 10:8 to see what
; use the result of tha inclination could have

been put if it bad been obtained in Febru-
;ary, because the centreof gravity, as the
Court knows perfectly wall, is nov a thing
which can be moved nbout, except by intru-
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board, or by taking out of her some of the
weights which were essential to hor efficion-
cy. Moreover, nothing serious vested upon
the precise position of the contre of gravity,
inasmuch as the position, in so fa¢ as it
affocts the safaty of a ship, should be en-
sured in the design. B

On Tuesday, somoa additional evidenco
was taken. and Mr, James May, the gun.
ner of the Caplain, who occcupied n seat bo.
hind the Judge Advocate (Captain Blake,
R.M.LI, barrister-at law), throughout the
protracted proceedings, was then called up.
on for his defence. Tho surviving pelty
officers and crew, who are also nominally
* prisoners,” were mustered by the provost-
marshal, an important officinl in these trinls.
Mr. May, who wore two medals, presentad
to him by the Royal Humane Society for his
gollant conduct w saving life, read the fol-
Jowing brief defence :—* After all that has
been adduced in evidence, it is unnecessary
for me take up your time by further repeat-
g the loss of H.M.S. Captain. I, therafore,
beg to state that I have been twenty-three
years in the Navy, eleven yoars of which ay
a waresnt officer, but I am unable to pro-
duce testimontials for that period of service.
as | have unfortunately lost them in the
ship. I therefore place myself in the hands
of this most honorable Court, trusting that
they will exonorate ine, as well a3 the other
suryvivors, from all blame. Iwouldalsobag
leave to state that, with the assistance of
Jobn Heard, A.B., I succeeded in placing
Ceptain Burgoyne on the bottom of the
ateam pinuace, and that rfterwards 1, with
others, when in the launch, made another
attempt to sava bim, but unfortunately fail-
ad, and I regret to add that George Myers.
A.B., was unfortunately lost by being wash-
ad out of the boat ot this time. I slso wish
1o Lring to your favorable notice the excel,
lent conduct of the survivors when under
my charga both in the lauachand onshore,
more especially that of Charles Tregenna,
leading seamen, who for about ten hours so.
ably managed the steer oar, and upon whose
courage, to s cerain extent, our safety de-
pended : also that of James Ellis, gunner's
mate, who, as senior petly nfficer, asaisted.
moe in every way, The aurvivors and my-
self offer our most heartfelt gratitude for
the noblemessageof sympathy from her most
gracious Majesty, our beloved Queen, to the
widows, orphans, and relatives of our lste
shipmates. Wo also tender the same to our
nation for its noble act in coming to the aid
and relief of the futheriess and the widows,
and also o the captain, officers, and crew of
Her Majesty's ship Lord Warden, for their
generosity in subscribing a sum of money
for our immediate wants on our arrival mn
Eungland. In conclusion, on behglf of the
survivors and myselt, 1 bog to tender our
most sincare thanks for the great kindness
shown towards us during this present triual
by the president aid members of this most
honorable Court.”

The Court was cleared for ashort time,
and on being reopened by the President
(Admiral Siv Jawmes Hope, G.C.B., Naval
Commander-in Cluef at Portsmoutb) ar-
nounced that it was the intention of the
Court to adjourn from day to dey, for three
or four days, for the purpese of considering
the evidence, and dus notice would be given
a3 10 the time when judgment would be pro-
nounced.

The Court then adjourned.

(To bo continued.)

Sic Roaarick Murchizson has received a lot-

ducingadditional weightsinto the ship, which | tor from Alrica giving positive intelligence
was impractiouble in o ship of 80 low & {rae- from Dr. Livingstone.



