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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rn, 18806,

OQUR ATUTITUDE TO THE ANGLI
OAN CHURCH.
UR readers have, pethaps, in their fnterest
in the important subjects discussed in the
great Methodist Conference, overlooked the fact
that at the ssme time the Provincial Synod of
the Episcopatian Sody has been in session in
Montreat, The | xeedings of that Synod, in
addition to the interest which the dcliberations
of agreat body of Christians naturally excate,
posscss a special interest for us in that it has
nominated & conunittec “for the purpose of
canying out as far as may be practicable the
prayee of the memorial from the Diocese of
‘Foronto on the subject of Christian unity.”
We confess to some surprise and almost amuse-
ment at the action taken in Totonto by the men
who posed at the recent Dioctsan Syned as the
championy of Christian union, Lut none the less
were we willing to hear the proposals of these
High Churchmen, ard to give them earncst
consideration,

We do not wonder in the least that our Epis-
copalian (riends. have now begun to realize
something of the untenableness of their present
attitude towards the great evangelical denomina-
tions, who are the real strength of the Protestant
faith m this country. They . have .tried in vain
to retain the vantage ground held in the dark
days of the Family Compact. They have been
compelied to acknowledge the sceial equality of
those who in England they were bound to look
down upoa u‘mﬁglr.'_.‘ Dissenters.” They have
seen, the ‘tidiculousness of their assumption of
superiofity oveéd other denominations, whilc even
in the cepaus. they fank ‘below both Methodists
and / Preab ps, and inlall that speaks of
T  had growth are utterly put to shame

# These lessons have. doubtless
=R , and.if they lie; at.the root of
for Y Christian " unity,” some ativantage

AL me from the:appointment of their com
; e - appot eir ¢

" =**But from our point of, vicw_some plain truths

must: be stated to this committee in order to
uide its deliberations ; and we believe if it be
ound  willing .to . consider them, the Anglican
Church in Canada will be greatly strengthened
whatever: may become of the union proposals
First of all;then, the Anglican Church must be
ready (0 take its place “beside us as'a branch of
the Church of Christ, assuming no superiority as
to orders, and demanding no exclusive privileges
as a Church., The Bishop of Toronto, we take
occasion to say,-has done more injury to his
Church thanthe is aware of by drawing a dis.
tinction between ** the Church ” and the denomi.
nations.  And this offensive distinction is made
not by High Churchmen only. “We were sur.
prised to find that broad evangelical church.
mag, Hon. Edward Blake, lately falling into the
same crror, speaking of the Chwrch of England
and the Methodist. and Presbyterian denos:ina.
dions.  Unless, then;.our Episcopalian friends
wwill admit that these other bodies are on alevel
with'them as branches of the Church of Christ,
and that they themselves are merely one of the
denominations, it is utterly in vain for them to
come to us’with'offers of union. We tell them
frankly that” other .Churches have been greatly.
strengthened by this preposterous claim on their
Sensible peuple have been disgusted by
it, especially in .the face of the positions occu-
pied by the humbler bodies, which?have not
thought it necessary to -unchurch each other in
their zeal for their own principles. ' .

In the second: place, the Anglican: Church
must provide for Christian unity within her own
Qule' before she makes offers to other Churches.

Vho could draw up articles of agreement t0 be
submitted to us which the.-Anglican Churchas
a whole would be-ready to.accept for_ hersell?
We should need to know with which party in
-that Church’ we werelcoming Into closer relation:
ship~=whether ‘'with the Righ' Church or. the
Low, the Moderate or the Broad No Presby-
terian, at least, desires to unite with a Church
divided against itself, and that, unfortunately, is
the position of the Anglican Church to-day.

.See, for instance,. the amenities- between- the
Dominion Churchman: and. the Erangelical

CAurchman. Sce' the happy fraternal” feeling
between ‘L'rinity and Wychiffe colleges.  See the
debates in the Provincial Synod 0 largely taken
.up in discussions between the contending parties

.but little’ animated . by & loyal“and loving spirit
toward each other, ‘Inthe Church of England
in Great Britain this internal strife is waxing
hotter and hotter, and it looks as if the Anglican
Church het= were inclined to enter the lists with
as’ great eagerness. Surely it is a farce for a
Church 3o rent with buter strife to-hold cut to
other Churches offets of union. We must say
frankly, Let: us know your doctrines, {riends, for
we are aware you- have long ceased to hold and
teach the Thirty-nine Articles without reserva-
tion, and when you are agreed among yourselves

cven asto ritual,we will be ready to treat with you.
We offer here to divulge another secret for the
beneft of our Anglican friends, ‘Uhis internal
strife is helping other evangelical churches, and
unless these diwcords be healed the Angilean
Church fn Canada will soon have a much
smaller following than [t has at present, a tere
remnant of the body which once occupied g0
commanding a position fn the country.

Tn the third place, before we can listen to
overtures ¢ Christlan unity we must have the
Protestantism of the Anglican Church clearly
demonstrated by the putting down of all ritual.
istic nonsense such as was referred to In the
Synod—the lighting of candles on the altar, the
appointinent of disguised monks and nuns under
the title of sistechoods and brothethoods ; and
many other abuses which are driving many of
the best Episcopalians out of the Church,
Presbyterians have no wish to draw near to the
Church of Rome, and they have no sympathy
whatever with  sacerdotalism, and they will
require a renunciation of all idolatrous rites and
ceremonies before entering on the question of
union.

But last of all, we will need to sce a very
marked revival of vital religion in the Anglican
Church before we desite any closer relationship,
We know what a large number of devoted and
noble men thete are 1n that communion, but we
also know that there arc signs of spiritual decay
in the Church as & whole, however it is to be
accounted for. When a religious census was
undertaken in Toronto some years ago, the
Anglican Church was invited to co-operate, but
refused to have anything to do withit. When
the returns came in, however, it was found that
there were more lapsed Episcopalians, or rather
Episcopalians not claiming connection with any
particular church, than of any other denomina:
tion. A list-of these people was made out at
the cost of much labour and expense and for-
warded tothe Bizh:g. This list, we undesstand,
was neveracknowledged by him in any way, and
we never heard whether any active steps were
taken to reach the lapsed ‘nasses with the Gos-
pel. But if we look at’the finances of the
Church as a proof of its vitality, we cannot con-
gratulate our friends on their condition. Inthe
whole diocese of Toronto they did not raise last
year as much for missions as the Presbyterian
churches of. the city, and the contributions of
the whole of the Episcopalian churches in this
city to missions did not amount to the sum con.
tributed either by St. Andrew’s or Knox Présby-
terian churches in Toronto for these schemes:
glone, . T

‘These strictures, we need hardly say, are
made in’ no hostile apirit, but mie honest state-
ments of facts which we believe must be dis-
cussed if there is to be any talk of union, or of 8
closer fellowship between ‘the 'Anglican an
the" other” branches ' of “the” Church . of “Christ.
We know well that strictures of .a similar-kind
may come from the other side, but if they come
we will try to 'say.-as we hope the Anglican
friends will say of this expression of our views,
& Faith{ul are the wounds of a friend.”

- - - ' ‘
SELF-8UPPORTING MISSIO{S'B.‘ -
YHE growing interest in foreign mission

work is manifesting itself in many ways, but
in none so evidently and emphatically as in the
willingness of large numbers- of devoted aen
and women to leave all to serve Christ in the
foreign field. To within very recent years mis-
sions have been supported
contributions {rom the home churches, but of
late some experiments . looking to a larger mea-
sure of self-support have .been successfully tried
and are commanding much attention both as to
their machinery and results,. ~ _
“The China Inland Mission, for instance, is an
evangelical, but undenominational”society, hav-
ing now about ‘'one hundred and’eighty male and
female missionaries’in. China. The - director,
Rev. J. Hudson: Taylor, is-a physician who
went to China about thirty years aga: '~
The missionaries of this society practise great
self-denisl 'in’ many ways; they receive only
about half ‘the salary usually paid to other.mis.
sionaries, and this only insured to them as funds
come in. . . .
: Bishop William .Taylor, of the M. E. Church,
now in Africa, has engaged for. sevenl
ears in founding e/ supporting missions, and
L.s been very successful. "His plan’is to place’
workers in’ the field, give them a ‘start, but let
them becume self-supporting as soon a3 possible.
The editor of the AMedical Missionary Record,
proposes & society to embrace. some of the fea.
tures of both the preceding, and have in it the
element of medical missions besides.

1st, Such'a society should: be composed of
self-denying men and womeén, some of whom
would zo into the -field, and others who would
stay home and eam:money to aid the work.

ad.: The missionaries should be, as far as pos-
sible, physiciant ;'able to cure bodily®ills, and
point their patients*to the Great Physician for
soul-healing, ' o !

3d. Everything possible should be done to
make the work se//supporting, and every man
and woman should. practise the - strictest econ-
omy all round. L .

. 4th. Itshould be’evangelical, but unsectarian,
slluwing the fullest liberty of action possible to
those in the field as to'mode of wrk, etc,

sth. Onlythose should be sllowed to Join who
afford good proof of fitness for the work in every
way—and give evidence: of beinglictuated by
self sacrificing motives. ‘ o

6th. The membership might include Mawag-
ing, Artive and Supporting raembers. . The office
work should’ be managed as far as possible
gratuitously. i : .

7th. Effort should be made to co-operhité as

far as poasible with™ other societies, but mission-

almost wholly by | M.

Newfoundland

aries should be sent chiefly (o unoccupled pos!.
tions, and only Adlp the people 1o help themsiter

8th. ‘L'tose entering the ficld should undes-
stand that th?r will alded only as faras
aclually needed, and the funds allow, and that
they will be expected 1o help the generat fund
and thus extend the work, if they receive more
than they may require. ) :

This plan will doubtless excite a good deal of
discussion as some of the proposals are quite
radical,  Ys there any reason why such mission.
aties shouid be medical men only? Why not
business men, and fradesmen of various kinds
as well2 We shall awalt further news of this
movem it with Interest.

Tur Methodist Conference continued In ses.
sion until this week, and during the past week
a large amount of most im‘pou.xm businesy has
been transacied, to much of which we can give
only the barest wention, A most interesting
occasion was the reception of the fratemal dele-
gates from the British Wesleyan Conference and
the Episcopal churches north and south, Rev,
1)r. Stephenson, Bishop Galloway and Dishop
{o;rc. ‘I'hie first of these mentioned that in the
ast five yeats, the Rritish church had a clear
increase of $5,613 members.  Dr, Joyce stated
that the church to which he.belonged had 22,
548 itinerant members and 4,024,424 commbi-
cants. Last year they had over 100,000 souls
converied, Biskop Galloway stated that the
AL E. Church (South) has 990,096 members, a
pet increase during the last quadrennium of
130,277. Both of the delegates declared that
their churches were pronounced in favour of Pro-
hibition. The motian to change the name of
an church from *“'Ihe Methodist Church” to
#The Methodist Church of Canada® was lost.
After a long debate it was decided to continue
the system of having two gencral supesintend-
ents, one for a period of eight years and the
other for four.years, who should supervise and
direct the work of the Church, and be ex
officio members of all boards and committees.
The repont of the committee on Book Publish-
ing interests commending the fidelity, diligence
and financial ability with which the affaits of the
book and publishing house have been managed
during the past quadrennium was adopted. The
publication of a hand-book of discipline was
considered premature.  The ‘following officers
were appointed : general superintendent for eight

ears, Dr. Carman, Belleville; for four years,

r.. Williams, Toronto ; book steward, western
section, Dr. Briggs ; eastern section, Rev, S. F.
Huestis ; editor of : the .CAristian Guardian,
Dr. - Dewart, by & large majority; editor of
AMethodist. Magasine and Sunday school publi-
cations, -Rev. De, Withrow ; editor of the
,Wesleyan, Halifax, Rev. Dr. Latham ; mission
secretary, -Rev~Dr.-Sutherland ;nlay. «treasuter
of -the. Mission Soclety, Mr. John - Macdonald,
Tortonto. The following extract from the report
on Statistics in addition to containing interest-
ing facts relating to members, also shows that
the difficulty of collecting trustworthy returns is
nnt confined to aur own Church: '

Thae committes tegret to any that several of the sched.
ulesfuroished by the Presldeats and Secretaries of annual
confetences were Incotrect, snd that we have had the
laborious task of gathering laformation to a grest extent
from the printed minutes. of the several annual Confere

ences. [n relation to the numerical and Anancial state of
the Church your committee report as follows 1

N Decrease. Increate,
Micisters and probation. . .
CM.iinen ninale cave né10 23 sess
Beesesesoniins 197,479 “ g;_,G;ﬁ

ew
Value of Church pro-

Foosos ceaes 1000 $0.898,043 $764,236
Sabbath schools...... 2,675 L H
Scholars “attending - N, v

school.....0 e +191,13¢ ‘16,123
Scholars  wreatiog - .

IS T 3'4¢ -”nw
holast. who  have
" “taken tots! abetin.

ence pledge.... .., 31,380
5.S. papers taken..... 229,639

The western sectlon, has §5° probationers at college,
104 a1 work, 934 efeciive, 184 scperannusted, and 39
supply ministets, & totaf strength of 1,386, Torento Coa-.
ference contributes 12 probationers at college, 33 atwotk,
201 egeoc;he. 41 superannosted, and § sopply pi?mup.
8 tot .- :

The ct:?esr.n section: returns 8 probationers at college,
41 :.Y:t‘h. 189 effective, sod 36 supersanuated minlsters,

t & _ A
* The m::ateﬂhlp tetvens give tha western section s
total of 13,235 members on telal and 150,831 full mem.
bers, a total of 164,066 £.763 lucal and 48}
exbotters, a total of a..go; £.008 3968 females, a
lonl&l‘tsgo‘; :m:d °4 fe3 ' members, 443 local
members o0 Sl
rnr.bus.“l;! exhoduf'&’uueud 109 female
taderh. " . b . :
“The cantern section 153 on trisl ‘and 30,28t
full members, 19§ to;w“prm& ; ETh] e_xhonu’s?'qgo
males and 338 female leaders, - : :

me 3?5;':.":}‘? t .h 15, q;i::i;h

1 . .
::dhte.lud as:s.ua;-xm.gmzoi 3&‘59.
The average altendance is 23,596, and 6,177 have taken
1be tola] abstinence pladge, and $21,219 was raised by
the scholass. o :
In order to .the work of education along
the lines laid down:by the conference,' it was
decided to appoint a General Secretary of Educa-
tion, and“Rev. John'Potts, D.D., Toronto, was
unanimomly elected to the poution. Afteran
inferesting . debate it was decided to appaint a
supetintendent of North-west missions. .In the
course of the debate frequent.reference was
made to the surprising growth of - Presbyterian.
ism in the North-west, and .the” success of our
system had-no'doubt .much ‘influence in detet.
mining the action of the conference. ""A dele-
gate in urging the appointment of & superintend-
ent of -missions, stated.that if such an. officer
were not appointed that country would be com-
pietely lost to Methodism ' before: the next
General Conference. Dt, Douglas, of Montreal
made s strong appéal_in behalf of Quebec and
ore launching, out in the
new, direction. “The greatest ecclesiastical

despotism on the face ¢f. the earth nearer home

TR - A - p————

Toeoato Conlerence has 3.991 wment

had to be fought.’"The proposal to lengthen the
Im:oral term to four'years was at first carsied,
wl the decision belng taconsidered It was de-
cided by a vote of 13t to 77 to adhero to the
former term, three years,

‘Cur question of I'rohlbliion oceuples, at the
present moment, difticult geound. “I'he Scott
Act, though widely carried, has, from a variety of
eauses, been only panially successful.  ‘The
liquor Interest is detcomined that the Act ghall
be thoroughly discredited, and through its
influence political rartics are so manipulated,
that neither the Dominlon nor tho Oniario
Governments have done what the good men in
thems wonld wish 10 see done towards the proper
enforcement of the Act. ‘Thesameliquor interest
has sct its face steadfastly against any progress
toward entite Prohibition ; and political parties
are «n careful of their necks to overlook a
menace from any quarter.  ‘The Alliance Con.
vention in‘lorontoast week discussed the whole
situation with upusual frankness.  ‘Lhe proposal
in the direction of a ‘Fhird Party brought the
question of the relation of present partics to
I'rohibition to the front, and the short-comings
of the partics were dealt with by the various
speakers without gloves,  There was a generous
acknowledgement as well, of what the parties
had at various times done lor the temperance
cause. ‘The discussion was outspoken in all
truth ; but there was at no' time any danger of
ill-fecling or of disruption on_political lines.
Prohibiuon was before panty with all, The con-
clusions rcached were in the rightdine. Demand
js to be made, @t @ nght, of the Dominion
Government that the fines accruing from the
Scott Act shall be applicd directly to its enforce-
ment, It is conlur}: to all fairness that that
Government should have witheld these moneys
from their proper purposc for a single day. The
local Government was to be deputationizedt with
a view to the more uniform appointment of
officials in sympathy with the Act, and to the
suppression of: the system of outrage which has
everywhere attended the enforcement of the Act.
The ¢ Third Party” movement received little
countenance. The wiser policy was decided
on of organizing the temperance vote and bring-
ing it to bear on municipal and Rarliamenury
elections. The enforcement of the Scott Act
depends largely on sympathetic County Councils
and local members, and the perfecting of that
Act and the furthering of Prohibition legislation
by filling up the Parliament at Cutawa with
Prohibit?onim. The first blows are to be struck
at the municipal elections in January, The tem.
perance people ought to make it go hard with
Anti-Scolt Act reeves, Proper or%anization in
the municipal elections will prepare for the Par.
llamentasy elections to follow. Only Prohibi-
tionist through_ pary, patliaments will. give full
effect to prescnt legislation.. This will, prepare
the way for the extermination of the traffic, for.
which al) good men long. '

Ttk Provincial Synod of the Episcopal Church
of Canada, composed of the eight dioceses,
Montreal, Quebec, Toronte, Huton,.Ontario,
Niagara, Nova Scotia and 'Fredericton, met in
Montreal on the 7th .inst, and continued in
session seven days. We regret that the limits
of our space prevent us at present giving even a
summary of the proceedings.’ One feature of
special interest was the proposal for ynion with
other Churches to which we refer. in another
place. The report for the past three years shows
that the receipts for domestic missions were
$16,907, and for foreign missions §$16,453, mak-
ing a total of $43,960. "The proposition for the
establishment of ‘a ‘missionary brothethood, in
imitation of the Jesuits, conforming'to a rule of.
celibacy, was withdrawn, . The, canon. proposed.
by the Bishop of Quebec that no degrees in divin.-
ity be recognized except those conferred by the
three universities in the ecclesiastical provinces—
a blow aimed at Montreal College which recently,
applied for degrce-conferring powers, and ‘which-
revealed the love ‘existing between- the’ High
Church party and’ the Low Church party—was:
shelved for three years.  The . following . resolu-
tion,.proposed by.Dr. Carry was passed almost
‘unanimously : ' o
‘of late years, in diffcrent quariers and’

;s okhvet 1iquids' than wine have been
ﬂloyed in the sscrament of the Holy. Communion,

tha lawfuloess of wioe, 23 osually uaderstood, d
fot the sume, thereby affecting. the taality of the sacra.

, and greatly the pesce of the charch,.
this Proviacial 5 fecly bound to express its strongest:
disappeobation of sach wasuthorfeed acts, and does hereby
sdmonish the elergy of thus ecclesiastical province tomake
no lanowatlon In 0 sacred a matier as the elements
divioely ordaiaed in this holy sacrament, and to adhete
faithfolly to the castom and traditlon of the Catholic
Chorch ln'the same: T e

. FroM.the london.Christian we leamn that at-
the last annual convention®of the British. Wo-
men's Temperance Association, a society' nim.
bering 16,000 women, the following resolution
wasy’ pawsed: Resolred, That the British Wo.
men's Temperance Associstion +do - cordially
respond -to the proposition of the American-
Women's Christian Temperance Union'for s
wotld.wide federation of all \yo{ni,ul iutghre_ued;n-
‘any phast ot temperance wor out the
whole world,'under the name of u:zuﬁ World's
Women's, Temperance Union,” and we do here-
by ratity our part.in the same.  Mrs. Margaret,
B. Lucas, a sister of Mr. John Bright, ls Presiv
dent, and Miss Frances E, Willard, President of
the American Women's 'Christian Temperance -
Union, numbering 260,000 ' women, is Vice:
President. "The motto of this World's Union is
“For God and Home and, Humanity ;- the
methods. ate preventive, educational, ¢ it
tic, ‘social, and legal, and the time of united
prayer-is noontide. Thbe hope is that .such &
concert of action may eventually bc secured’

among the women of every land as to circle the!

o




