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FAUL ©LORYINU IR KEVELATIONS,

Paul's bodily sufferings woro the outward proofs ¢f his apostle.
ship, Tho rovelations which wero vouchsafed him were thy inward
proofs, The Iatier he conld refer to in a goneral way only, Ho
oould not ask his converts to follow his eostatio flight into the
thizd hoaven. Ho could not even provo to them tho fact of such
transcendent experiencos. But ho could at least remind them that
** tho thorn in the fleah," 8o familiur {0 thom, was no meaningloss
infliction. It bad a specific divine purposo, namely, to coontoract
any temptiation to spiritual pride that sach experiences might have
awakened in him. Bat the * thorn " also meant suffering, Saf-
foriog, then, whether inflioted by men or by tiod was ac essontial
proot of apostolic authority, and in this respect Paul yleriod that
ho surpasaed thoso whom he 1ronically called ** tho very chicfest,”
$he most superominent and inflated, of tho falseapostlcs at Corinth,

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lxwox IIL.—Pavt at Tus-sroxtca ANp Byrea, — Juiy IS,
(Acts x31i. 1-12,)

Gorren Text—** Thoy received the word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the Neriptures daily,”—Acts. xvii. 11,

Tiux asp Prack—About Al 51, 53, Thessalonica, modern
Baloniki : Berea, modern Verria; both cities of Macedonia,

Ismnotterion—Whea the magistrates, who had committed
Paul aud Nilas to prison, the next morning sent to release them,
probably becauss they knew that there bad been no adequato
ground for their action, they found themaclves confronted with
what might have proved a very scrious accusation against them-
selves, viz., that they had, without trial, scourged and cast into
prison Roman citizens.  Under the Reman law they were guilty of
a grave crime, and they hastened to the prison aud besonght them
to depart. Luke sccms to have remained at Ibilippi, but Paul,
with Nilas and Timothy, proceeded westward, as related in our
present lesaon.

VErsE 1 VERE—V. 1. * They."—Pavl and his company.
* Amphipoli.” — .\ city of Macedonia, an important Ronan mihtary
station.  “ \polloma.—A city of Macedonia on the route from
Philippi to Thessalonica. ** Theasalonica. "—.\n imprrtant uty of
Maocdonis, and capital of the proviace, ono hundred miles west of
Phulippi.

V.2 “Went in."~Tu their public meeting on the Nabbath
day. * Qut of tho Senptures.”—The Jewish Scrptures, the UM
Testament.

V. & ¢ Opemog. "—Esplamning, unfolding the meantog.
* Christ.”"~The Musaiah prommsed 1n the Senptures.  *¢ Muat
noeds.” —That 19, in order that the prophecies which the Jews
believed might be fultilled.

V. 4, “Someolthem."~0Of the Jewn. **U nrorted.”—Lscamo
vompanions and friends. ¢ Drevout tireeke.”—Grecks who had
forsaken idols and worshipped the ono God. **Chief women. '—
Women of noble rank.

V. 5. ¢ Assaalted the house of Jascn.”—From verse 71t Appears
thet P'anl and his company were entertained there.

V.6, * Found themn not.”—That is, they did not tind Paunl and
Mlas, who prubably bad been warned and were concealed elsewhere,
** Drow."—I'ragged, woplying viclence.  ** Certain brethren.”—
Chriaian brethren.  “ Tumned the worll upside down., —Ry
exciting the people, a teelimony to the esfest of tioapel preaclung.

V.7 “Uxsar"—The tule of the Roman emperor. * saying
there is anuther king.”"—~This was truc a-s far as that tho disciples
claimed Teeus =3 thesr King ; 1t way false in that Jhey reparded Hin
as a spuraiaal king, and 10 no rense opposed to UCesar.

V.n * Towubled the peeplo and the ruler-.”"— Last these dis.
turbances reperted to the Ronan authorities sheuld canse ther
privilegos to be taken axay.

V. u. * Takea seconity.”—A bonl that they wonld not dusturh
the poace.

V. o, v Imimediately aent away. —Leat they should auffer
violonco at the hanls of the mob, ¢ By might. "—As tho safeat
time, * Berea."—This was a walled town aixty miles west cf
Thesnalonica,

V.11 “These.” - Tt~ Tews «f Rerea. ** Moro nsble."—Lega
prejadiced and mere tar. - Revrioad the werd. —1he gospel an
preached by PPaa) Readipess ¢t nand. =T heir mindawrro cpen
to the truth, and ready G give 3t fair connderation.  * “earched
the Sunipiures Ao o Thessaivnis, s o berra, §au based ia
teachio,fm upe o the Nenptures, and 8o his hearers xearcicd oatudied)
the :riplures. " \Whetbrr tleae things wee po."— Whether
Paul's intorpretativn ~f theee N riplures was 1.ht.

V. 12 **Honorable woman, '—~Women of zoble rask.

Tuevante.—Tho guiding hand of God may load us about, but it
nover leads wrong. Paul and his companions journoyed one
hundred miles to roach Thessalonica. Instoad of a fow womon, as
they found in P’hilippi, there wore at that city somo thirty thousand
Jows. In place of a humble “ place of prayer,” near the river, as
the women had in Philippi, they had a synagogue, all fitted for the
worship of God, To them Paul carricd the precious truth of the
gospel. He carried no pow text-book of now doctrines and
coremonies unto thom. He opened tho sacred SNcriptures, which
overy loyal Jew accepted as his Bible. He did not commaund
sileoce whilo ho presented his views, but with them ho madoa
rovicw, a study, a scarch of their Scriptures, 1o testitied that the
son of Mary, Jeasus of Nazaroth, answered the whole demand of
their Scriptures, and was the Messiah. By personal experienco he
had proved the livine power of Jesus, and in His name offered
salvation by faith onto the Jows. Ie sliowed unto them the one
atep necdiul to put thom in poascasion oi tho salvation of Jeaus
For threo wecks ho tarried for tho purpose of instructing his poople
in tho affairs which concerned their eternal welfare.

Tho eathered fruit was small in comparison with that at
Phalippi. yet it was precious cnough to engage tho apostles three
Nabbath.days. There wero a fow among the vast number who
belioved. Among the Jews were a largo number of Gentilo
proselytes. Thcese were gathered into the ark of safety. Though
the Tewish church had received them as converts from idolatry,
they could not retain their membership when thoy saw, a atep
higher, a salvation from sin as presented by thoapostles.

The reflex action, which came as tho result of rejocted light,
camo upon the apostles in hot persecution. Tho unbelieving Jews
wero roady to defend tho interests of a nation, a goveromens *they
hated, rather than let tho preachers of truth go uninjured, or « .-
tinuo to multiply their converts from their synagogue. Candid
investigation would havo clcarod tho apostles, and brought disgrace
upon them, had thoy proceeded justly. They therefore resorted to
tho disgraceful mezaaros of co-operating with a mob, made up from
a company of vagabonds, men whose busincss it was to stir up con-
fusion and croate a panic, They made actual disorder and uproar,
in their effort to nrove tho reality of what was merely imagined
trouble. They brought greater condemnativn vpon themselves and
drove from their oudat their *rucst friends.  The apostles were not

* commissionad to compel men to accept Christ, and their duty was

done, and their way open to go to another field.

Tho contrast between the Jows of Thessalonica and these of
Berea was marked. Qaly a fow miles divided theso two congrega-
tions, but their attitnde toward tho apostles was widely different.
The samo custom was observed in Berea as in other places. The
ayaagogue was the first place where Paul presented Christ. The
poople were as gincero as they professed to bo. They searched
their Scriptoros, to know if surely tho apostles were (God's true
acreants, unfolding the meaning of His Word. In tho search they
were enlightened. I'aul counted their honesty a mark of nobility.
The anme might bo said to-day, for it is not the truly geod or wise-
hearted people who masko light of the Scripturee. Theresnlits wero
eyually different. A large number believed, in Beres, among tho
Jewr, and with them Geatile proselytes, which were Grocks.
Each successive jourucy to new fields proved to Paul the truth of
what the Lord had declared at the timo of his conversion, for
aurcly he found how great things he must suffer for Chriat's sake.
How marvelous tho graco that kept him stcadfast in every new
conflict.
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WHAT ANY ONE CAN DO.

Deep down in Lillian Fargo's beart thero was a Jongiog to do
someiung to make somo oue happy.

*1- * ooly knew what I oounld do,” she said solily to herself,
one eatly epring morninZ, as she atood before a Jittle bed of
weedland violets, which oconpied a sheltersd corner of the flowar-
xarden.

A little cld woman cams down thoe quiel village street and
paused at the gate for a little chat with Miss Fargo.

“It'e tod bxd abont Dick Willard,” she remsrkod. ** Xou
kouw ho s beea sick 30 long, an’ e was took worse last night. an’
the doz.or says he csn't 1aat muoh longar. I'm jist goin’ down %o
tce 1! I oan do anythiog.”

** Wait jutt one minnte, please,” said Lillian, as ahe plocked &
litile bunch of tha blus violels, the dew still aparkling on their




