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Flower Culture.
GALDEX NOTES FOR JULY.

Those wlio require fine plants of :nignonette for antumn and
eatly winter flowering ouglit to make two sowings of »eed, the
first one about the middle of June, and the second atsut the
wlldle of July. For several years I Lave adopted thic following
mncthiod, and have always fouud it to answer satisfactorily : Take
as wany six-lnch pots as there are speciiens required, and after
draluing them well, fill to within an inchi of the top with a wix-
ture of Joxin and rotten wanure, well broken up ; press it down
rathier finnly and sow the seed Wilnly, and cover lightly with
fincly sifted soll.  Place them in a slhiady place, citlier in a frawe
or under hand lights,  After the seedlings are up, give more air
night and dax.  The plants will soon become strong enough for
the first thlaning to take place, whicli shionld conslst of tlhc weak-
cst plants, In ashost time a second thinning will Le required,
leaving from nino to eleven of tho strongest plauts at regular dis-
tanuces over the surfaceof thepot.  These may beallowed to grow
until they have rootad well, but at the same time they must not
Be allowed to get pot-bound, as If 30, thestems become Hiand, they
will attempt to bloom, and thelr future growtl will be chiecked in
consequence. At thlsstagethey will befit to put into the potsin
which they are Intended to flower.  This large shift Is necessary,
beeause mignonctte does not thrive well wlien frequerntly shifted.
I use eleven nch or twelve inch pots, fuside measurement.  They
alioull Le pesfectly deafued and quite clean. Astoscil, I have
tried several wmixtures, but liave found none to equal turly loan
twelre wonths old and decayed, and which Lias been frequently
sakal with fanugan! liquid manure. This will, without any
addition, grow the plants well. Pot than finuly and water at
once ; keep the sun foom them, and stand tlie plants out-doors on
& €00l botton: of aslhies and protected from strong winds. Stake
cack plant finuly at fiosy, aud when they liave grown an inch or
two, take out the top of every shoot 5 this will cause them to
Ureak two inclies or thireg Inclics down thie stewm.  These shools,
{n due the, will nead stopping and 1ying as the plants advance,
until they liave formed the ontline of good specimens, when they
are allt wad 10 flower. At the latter part of the summer, when
the plants are taken uuder cover, they shionld havea light, airy
place 1a a greenliouse temperature. A aaterpillar very similar in
odot * o tlie Toliage, aind at first very small, will commit sad havoe

i not watclied and de-
stroyed. When the
plants are well set with
bloom a top-dressing of
rotten wmanure should
ba given to thew, aml
when the surface roots
finltheir way into this,
weak liquid wanure
shonld be appllediwice
a week, which will as-
sist the plants when
floweting, and give a
good: returnt for the
labor bestowed upon
them.

THE MARIGOLD.

The true Marizuld,
Calendula officinalis, is
indigenousto the south
of Europe, aud las
Jong Leen cultivated for
its medicinal qualities,
as well as for a pot-
herb. The genus Tag-
etes is a native of Mexico and of South Awerica, whence a few
yearssince it was brought to France. It is not without its falk-
lore—tle French call it soucis (cares), and it is carefully ex-
cluded from the flowers with which the country folks tell their
fortunes. The Calenduls isalso In disfavor for this purpose, as
it is considered unfavorable to faithiful Jove—its langusge being
variously giveln as * jealous Jova? and * contempt.”

The Germans give the Calendul a pretly name, ringel-blume,
ring-flower, while by sowe authiors its language is given as ““ sacred
affection.”” e are told that it was callied Calendula because
sowe of the species were supposed 10 be in Llossom every mouth
of the calendar. The poets loved tlie flower ; the “‘anrdent Nari-
gold,”” Keats called it.  Shakespeare numbers it with thie flow<rs
of *‘middle sumwmer.”

4 The Marigold tha gees to Led with the sas,
And with Rim 1ises weeplag.'’ ~

The ease with which this flower is cultivated shonld be one of
its recommendations for a prominent place in the garden. A
well prepared bed of good rich soll in whick to transplant from
thie Liot-bed, or in wi.ich to sow the carlier varietics Isall that is
necessary. While some of the Tagcles varieties are belter
planted in the Liot-bed, the Calendulas way be sawn iu the open
ground, and once established will sclf-sow, furuishing plenty of*
material for ribbon-beds. 1 saw an extrewely effective bed of
this sort last season. It ran parallel with a hiedge at the foot of a
aloping lane ; two rows of Eupliorbia, or Mednsa-hicad sored the
ULackground, and two rows of Calendulas the foreground. The
contrast between the palegreen and suow white of thie Eupliorbia
marginata and the dedicale bat briliiant yellow and orange of the
Caleinlulas was cliaruing.  Au oval bed of the Calendulas bor-
dered with scariet Phlox is effective.—1ick’s Nagazine.

THE EVERLASTING PTEA.

The Everlasting Iea is one of the most omamental climbing
pants in cultivation. It is an exceedingly hanly as well as a
showy plant. DBoth the while and rose-colored varieties have
long been 1u cultination —how loug it is Impomible 10 say—but
the striped varicties are of wore recent origin. The xtme Ever-
lasting Poa is In reference to its perennial cliaracter in contradis-
tinclion tothe annual duration of the Sweet Peo. It is readily
distinguishied from the lalter at a glance, In consequence of the
racemmes being manyflowesed instead of only two-flowered
Generowsly treated, it will grow cight foet or ten feet high,




