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Trxr,—Matt, xxiv., 44: *“Be yo also roady.” BMuch of tho
teaching of Jesus Chrst ts1n wonds 2fsolomn warning and entreaty to
men 10 bo ready fur Hiscoming. In this and tho following chaptot
the fact of Hissudden and unexpectad advont and tho great impotianco
of betng ready (or 1t, are brought beforo us 1n parabloand sumtle, most
improssivo and sisnificant. In theso sagiugs of Chust regarding His
socond coming thers i3 mauch mystery, and many things hard to bo
understood. Ho hore speaks in words of withering plainucss and
noverity sgaingt the Jowish nation for that aunfaithfuiucss which was
tg bring upoo then such awful sufering and desolation.  Much that
was thon foretold is now part of tho great ovents of history, What
Christ aaid regarding the final judgmient, futuro rewards aud punish-
ments concerng us, \When Ho comes to us at death our doom 13 thon
fixed for over,  Of that day and hour, and the maancr of His comtng,
no one can toll, Valy God Humsolf kuows thie awful secret. It 1s
kopt kid with divine wisdom and profound reserve, It iy «.ell for us
that it is so. Iu this uncertainty is our safoty and usefulucss. That
Christ will como and call us to our account 13 cortain.  When apd now
Ho will como 13 not rovealed.  What Ho urges hore is that we, a3 wiso
and faithful servants, should be ready at His coming. To know cicasly
wchat this roadiness means1s to all of the very firat importance.

L.—Thero is roadiness of STatE, When'a
man s00s himsolf to bo a sinnor, weak, undone,
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saved from tho penalty dus to us for sin, and isthua far ready. The
otheris sanctified aud saved from tho power of ain, and is thus far i

for death, It was mauy years after his conversion that St. Paul conld
eay with full knowledge and assurance, * I know whom I have believ.
ed, and am porsuaded that He is able to keep that which I have com.
mitted to Him against that day.” It was wnen St. John was about

nivety years of age, that ho could say, ** Theso things have I written,

unto you, that yo may kuow that yo have eternal }ito.”  To have thia
assucance, this readiness of character, is what we allought to scek, and
not rest eatistied without it, It is an unspeakable comtort to hear our
departing friends say to us, ** Iam ready,” and to know that we also
arorcady. [ had not thco?pormnity of sceing much of her who has
80 suddenly and unexpeostedly passed inte oternity  Thoso of you who
knew hier best can tell better than [ can how ripo sho was for death. 1
saw ler haif an hour Leforo sho foll asleep.  Sho then looked o3 well
as any ono herv at horage.  Sho hoped to be with us here two daya
alter at the sacrament of the Lond's Suppet. But it was ondercd othes

wise, By her ownoonfession as a meinber of this Church, aud her
consistont oharacter, wo beliove shio was road{. **Bo yo also ready,”
18 tho warniug, Joring vuice of Jesus, to yon, her serroning rolatizes, to
us asa Churcﬁ and congregation , and to overy soul in this neighbour

hood.  Let us then all Ieatu the Jussun thus so cloarly and impressive

1y {aught by this dispensation of God's providonce. Wo cannot tell
which of ua hail bo called next. Lot o then bo ready, vot only in
state, but in character and lifo, not ou!, justifiod, but also sanctitied,
Lot us have all our concerns tempural and spiritual, wisely arranged.
Lot ua bo ready, aud not Like the ten virging who all sluwbered and
slept. Lot us bo like tho wise and faithfu. sorvant, ready, waiting and
watching for the coming of our Lonl, Blessed.indced 1s that servant,
whom his Lord whon Ho comeoth shall find 8o doing.

I1L. ~This rcadincas will not intorfere with our dutics in this
life, but fit us mwic and more for thom. Many accm to imagine
thai a devoted attrchmoent to Christ and His cause and a watohful,
prayerful attitude of soul wi!l unfit men for
the atern, hard, uphill duties of lifo. To the

and unworthy, and by faith acc.pts Jesus
Ghrist as his nghteousnoss and strepgth, that
man 13at that moment saved from tho peaalry
of sin. He is in a sared state, and in actual
though elementary seuse ready to die. Ho 18
justitied by faith, a3 Abraham was, and s
faith 1s counted or reckoned to hin for
nghteousness. ‘' Ho that behiovoth on the
Son Aath oternal life.” When tho jailer at
Philippi drew hts sword to kill himself, he
was not 1n A stase of readiness to dio. A vory
short timo after, hoby faith passed from death
untolife. In the space of one hour he was
converted, aud is now in love bathing the
wounds which he mercilessly wflicted. None
of us are so carcless and hardencd as this
1aan, yot we must be saved and wade ready
for doath aad judgment in the same way
This readiness does not consist 1n being born
1 a Christian land, or being brought up in a
Christian homo, ot in making a vague confes.
ston of faith 1 Christ as tho Saviour of the
world. A man may plead all that, aud much
more, and after all be rojected, shut out from
‘the kingdom of heaven at last. alero appear-
ance and profcssion are but snares and a
delusion, vo mon may live together, work

honcat, straightforward mar of Lusiaess, or
any man, the Scriptures distinctly declars
that ** godliness {s profitablo for a/l things,
having promise of tho lifo which now ls, aud
of that which is fo come,” If a mun wishes
to make tho best of botl. orlds, and have
real saccess, the wisest and happieat courso
to take is to Lo a devoted Christisn and thua
ready for death, Thia doos not mean that
we aro to bo always thinking of death and
the gravo, and saying we are ready, and live
as if walking among ton,bs and dead mon's
bones. Ho 1s not a good, brave, succesaful
soldier who thinks much of tho shot and
shell and the dead bodies on tho-battleficld,
To do sr would unfi¢ him for the fight and
focur tho displeasaro of the general. His
oye inust bo open to overy movemont, and
his 2ar to tho sound of the trumpet, Readi.
vess 13 tho indisponsabls condition of ever

good soldier of Jesus Chnat, A faithful,
cheorful attention to “ur present duty fa
our best preparation to meet Him. I tho
fiold, at the mill, in the store, in the busy
markat, in the quict home ; whatever, whero
ever our duty is, there wo can bo ready,
there wo_can work out our salvation, there

together, and to all appearance be much alike
in many respects, and yet the one is ready
and thoothors not. Al tho ten virgins woro
vory much aliko, but »t the last testing crisis, .
when the Bridegroom came, ouly fire of thom wero ready, and Leing
roady they weat 1 to the warnago feast, and the door was shut!
** Can ons reaily Inow that they aro ready 1 13 a question often asked.
It was pu? to moonce 1 a ranway car. 1 asked my friend if ho really
know where he was buuud for to-day. Ho said that of course he did.
After somo talk on tho subject, ho confessed that it wonld *  miad and
foolish of auy man to ba sitting there not knowing exacti, whero he
was going, aud without a ticket. Faith in Christ and His finished
work 18 our through ticket to glory. Having this ticket, & man is
ready, and nonc can chaltonge his presumption or Lis right to travel.
Wo can know with more certainty whotlier or not we aro.thus ready to
die, than we can know when wo are travelling 1f wo shall ever sco our
desirod destination. There are wany fatat accidents. Yes, dear
friends, wo can bo ready, and 1t 1 for our peaco and safety that wo
know it. Jusus Christ hero gays to one and all of uy, ** Be ye also
ready.” He will not ask us to do or t0 ba what is impossible. Thoaot
is ours. Tho power is of God. Whoovor quostions this, denies the
truth, knows not the Scnptures nor the pover of God. I bescech you,
beliovo not the dovil's e, and tho worlit's delusion. We can bo ready
in the way which God has graciously .nade known to us in Christ
Jesus,

I1.—There is veadiness of CHARACTER.  Wo said that when a man
truly belioves in the Lord Jesus Christ, as offercd to him in the Gospel,
he 13 justified and saved from the penalty of sin. By readiness of
character & man 1s sanctified and saved from tho power of sin.

Jystification and adoytion as stated 1n the Shorter Catechism, are
acts of God’s fxgo srace.  To asmany as receive Him, Clrist gives the
Tight, power or privilege to becomo the sons of God.

Sauctitication istho work ot God’s freo grace, wheroby wo aro renowed
in the whole man after the imago of God. The dilference between
roadiness of state and readiness of character, is the difference between
the young inexperienced Chnistian and tho maturo aged saint, the
- difference betwoen the Christian who is worldly and sclfish, and the
Christian who s hearenly and self-sacrificing. The onois justified and
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wo can Zght the good fight of faith, thero
wo can work out tho drama of our mortal
life, however humble or uncventful, Jesuns
comes and calls many thus engaged, as our
departed friend was in her chair at her work, with needlea in her
hand. May tho Lord, when ho comes, find us all as faithful in
the dischmxi,f: of the duties of our calling. The circumstances in
which our Lord may find us are of loss iinportance than our readi
ness to meot Him,

Doubtless many of us here to day ¢can #ay in humble, simple
faith in Christ and His finished work, woe aro ready.

Some of you would iike to say s0, but you say you do not feel
so. Whaeevar does feel ready to die wher in the bloom and prime
of lifs, when all is well an 1 hopeful, and, as far as wo can sce, shere
is work to 1o nnd strength to doit? But mark, my dear hearers,
the words o! Christ here ars not fecl you are ready, but * Bo ye
also roady.” Bo yo ready, not because you aro young or old or in
the prime of lifo, but becauss deatb may come to you at any mo
ment, as it came to'ber who is gone, and seal your doom forever. An
old man whom I knew dicd suddenly, and a friend of his said he
bad_little time granted him to propare for death and jadgment.
“Why, how old was he when he died 1" it was asked, * Sixty-
four,” was the answer, This mou, like many more, overlooked the
fact that his doparted friend had at least fifty years to propare.

Many men prepare and arrengo tho things that are the most
uncertain in this life and neglect tho ono thing nocdful, of wkich
alone wo can bo certain. Oh, my friends, bo wise. Be ready.
Thero miny Lie some one hero to-day who hus nover given this all.
importaut matter a serious thought. Vou may havo had no thoughts
about death till to-day. For you to die iy a vague, perhaps a per-
adventure, & leap in the dark. I bessech you, for tho safoty of
your soul, faco this awful question, and settle it now. Accept
God’s plan of salvation, By(}aith in Christ and His finished work
you ¢an be ready to mect Bim at any timo when Hoe comes to call
youhoaco, Tho trumpet call 8 oace again heard in our nidst.
Let mio, in tho name of Christ, the Captain of our salvationgeound
it out lond and 1lear : ** Be ye also ready; for in an hour thit ye
think not the Son of Man cometh,” Amen. . .




