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Rea4iness for Death.
UXS'eON ?RZACLUED ,AT ALUSitTON, ONT., nY itEv. %fit. M. REID,

OZ<ONDAOA, KIN fNMO cirEiiffn-tnt TuIM VERY 8UD" DEAT't
QV MRS. TULOMAS An-MatR, A MEM1OEi tV Tua3

(PubaZished lq, mn-quai.)

Ts.xT.-Msatt. xxiv., 44 . lBe ye aIme ready."' 3uch of the
teaehing cf Jeans Christ t in vorils -,fsoiomn warnug aîid entreaty te
mon te bo roady fui lus comning. lu this andi the Allcn-îng chaptet
the tact cf Ilissutiden aud nnexpecd a-ivont anti iltaegrest impotance
cf betng naady (er at, are brougaîr botora us la parabla andti sîaa'lt,. m.st
impresive $'Idisauiiat lu theso saylligs cf Chai:t reýgarda.g Hia
second ceemlug thora Is nmach tuatery, and anly tbingd bard ta bo
underatoati. Ho> liora speaksin wends cf iviclieritug plaînuess aaîd

aenity agalalar the Jen-îjli nation for thai t salnns tilitch iras
tg bring Upoun tieni suci aw-tii snitoring anti dtojulationu. Muthl that
wus thqn frretolt i non- part cf the grtat ents of hii3tory. Wlîhat
Christ naidti rgardig the finai judguîent, fûuto rotvards anti punish-
mente concerna tas. %Viien lie cernes te us at death ont doom t3ilion
fixed for ever. Of that daty sud heur, and te nmarner ut fis cultalnjg
nuone eau toll. lJe!y Cut Ilun3ioif kîîaws tilts a-ful i srut. It a
Rapt laid evath divine wmsdonaaand profuud maervo. It i- % ieii lor us
that ut la se. lia tits uncrtainty le or safety aud useftlu'si. That
Christ n-il! coame andte cl! us te ouiï accoiut tea certain. Vî'hen a;id co
Ho walL came a net raveairti. Yhat 11o urgea Laro a that n-e, as Wrise
and faitlaful servants, .shoîtit Waready at Mi -oxaaîng. Tokton- eteîaly
IX1h9t tig roidincas Mienne 1s te ail cf tia very ftrat imaportantce.

I.-Tbere la roadiness cf Snxnz. %Vlacu a
mnan socs hinasoif te hoe a alner. iveak. udano,-
and unwertuay, anti by faitix acephs Jesîus -

c.hrist as lis nighteonisaess andi ata-ovgLi, thaî -,

rpan la ait that maoment sure.! frein the pciaty~
caf aie. go la le a 8apled 3tate. atad lin actuael
thouga cemoutary amuse ready te dlie. He la
justioi by faith, as A&brahamn n-a, and lhis .

faîtti a counteti or recironedte ilmn fur-
raghteeiisness. "go that beliovoîh on the

Sons ?aoh eteirval lite." Whou the jailor et
Philippi tiroir lits an-erd ta kilt himsoif, ho-
n-as nec an a bta.e cf roudinosi te dia. A vory
short tiwe aitar, ho üy Iat passed front tienith
note lite. lit the sace ofe bo hur ho w-as%
couverteti, anti is nen- le loe bathiaiq tho

wounds %whieh ho merciesly inficteti, Xcno -

cf us arc se carelois and laardeîaed as tilts
moan. yet n-e muet bo savrti aud ivado rcady
for dasth anti jndgtncut ira the sainema-y
This reudineas dmc net eonslst an beanR bonti
an a Chrîiata landi, or heing bnought np au s

eL:Irtstian home, or in making a vague contus-
fieon of faithi au Uanast as te S3arlour et the
world. A man may pleati ail thiat, anti much
more, aud atter ail bc majeiteti, shut eut from
the kîngdorm of heaven at Ian. âlero appear.
auce aud 1,rofcssie ara but znares anti ade woon Tili on niay lave togeihor, iorkr -. .-

togethur, anti te, ail appoarance bo much aliKe
iu msuy respects, and yet the one fi rcady
ati thoatior a net Ail the ton virgins%çrr %r. V x. M. Jb
veony auoh asiic, but ait the last testiaag crie,
n-hon the Bridegrooi ame, cnly Jlae of thym %çencad'iy, anti ieitig
roaîly they wnn au toi the niarniage teast, andi the door aras ihait!
IlCati cioremiiy Litowt tlaatthuy are neadyi"saqitontnakd
IL n-as pu*ttemoonc iiinaaivay car. Ïskoti ay friond, ifhlairoaily

knw wrfere ho %vas butinai for to.day. He ait that cf course ho diti.
After sanie tslk on the siatjeec; lie canietaseta ubi h wouid ' ranat anti
folsh of any in te bdu sîtting thora net knoiing exactè n-bore ho

n-as geieg, sud iathout a ticket. Faith iu Christ anid Ïtis tieiscd
wark ta ur thraugh ticket te glory. Hanîng this tacket, a n'an is

ready, anti norte eaui challenge bis prestampt;on cr Lis rigat ta travail
WVe eau knoir wath more certaanty n-hotlacr or nct n-e are tbas roady ta
die, than n-e cm n nbon n-e arc travelling if n-o shail aven ste aur
dasired destiatien. Thoera ara insny fatal accidents. Yes, diean
friands, %ra eau hoe rcady, sud it as for cur peaco and safety that we
kncw it. Jeans Chribt liera Payât te one anti ail of 'Ls, Ile yc aise
neatiy.' o liewl not ask us to e or n >bt n-bat is impassible. Tho aci.
as aura. Tho peower la et Ced. WVhoer quo,%tions titis, denies tbo
trutfi, kucîrs net tho Scniptaîres ner the pon-er et Ced. I he-eecb yen,
belieo uci the devis lie, anti the n-or'.' s tielaîcion. NVo eau hae roady
in tue way whicb Goti bas gracionsiy nade kenoio ta ais lu Christ
Jesns.

Il.-There fa readiness of CiimaAac'rr.u. WVo saiti tlaat ithen a nu
truy ballceas in the Lorti Jestns qLhrist, as olfereti ta film lu tho Gospel,

hl Y, justiflod andi saveti [rom the penalty cf san. D3y readiines cf
chatacter a ns as anitfieti antd savard from tixe pow-er afin t

Jiustificatien sud adoptiîon as btatet ina the $borter Catechisni, ara
sote cf Godts irWe grace. Ta as naany as neceiro Bina, CLrist gires the
rigbt, pan-en on pnivilega ta beceane the sons ai Cati.

Sauciicmtion tatlleîvcrk ci Goi'a frce graco, ivbencby n-e are renowcet
An thîo ivhala nîia it ar tie image cf Gel. The dulfertince betaveen
neadineas of atate sud ratuass of character, i3 tho différnce betvrcen
the yonng inaxperlencti Christian and tho mature ageti saint , the
dlffémencc betn-oen the Christian wh n-b laoriy anti alflsb, anti the
Chtistian -ha as hueavniy anti self.sacrifiaiug. Tise eue ijastlfied anti

ef

Ra

naveti fromn the penalty duo ta us for bin, anti la tlius far ready. The
other la sanottiieti aud saveti front the pawver of sin, sud fa thus far irfor death. It %vas mauy yeîs after fls conversion that 8t. Petit colid
ssy with fuit knowWegô andi asurmince, IlI knoiv wlîon 1 have beiev.

candi &m ptirsuaded th, tH iaable to kcee1 that whicb 1 have coin.
mitteI ta Ilîrnagainst that dey." I I was winen st. John j'ai about

niuety yêars of &go, that bc coutil say, IlThe.o thitil,3 have 1 wrlton,
utint yen, thstya niay know that 70 have eteritai 1.. To hiave thii%
&sýurauacc. tis readinsas cf character. la ivhAt %vû ail onght to srck, auit
not rest. satislict i vitiaout Ir. It is an titisp)eakabie eonilt ta hear aur
dcp)artiing friendsasay te us, Il I ani rcady," andi ta kiion- tbat we aise
are read>. 1 li not thc oppcrtiuiaty cf seting naucia of lier jyho lias%

lybadeaj andi ultexpectedly paçisd inte oteraalty Tliofa you Who
kneaî% lier bet ran tel a botter tlîan I cati koe ripe toie iras fer tiath. 1
sa-v lier riait an fleur boforcle fuhl MIsleer. Silo theas looketi éa qoli
as any oui hetu ai. hot ar. SMu hîoped ta bit eith itaSlhtre U.wo dey&

ait tae macranttnt ai the Luni"' Stippce. But iti sotceioie
re.e By lier otan coafebsoaî a a aatcaber of this Church, anud lier

consistent oltaracter, wo bellove alto nas rcady Il o e o is redy.,$
Is tho nwarni,îg lovîrag s'tnce of Jesus, te yoli, Lr borhiiqrl tist
us a a Churct aitti cul' 'rgation , ai.d to oery nOttinl~ tils nolg>jboîa
hulti. Let lis thuit AUtl the Utassun thos su cioarly anti imrosWea

)y taught by tiais dlspeiasatioii cf God's providence. Wc calinot tllu
whleh of us& ali be cailet iait. Let t.. then bce reatiy, not only in
statu, but tu cliaracter andi fi , ot ottl. joîtifieti, but &as sanatifieti.
Lot us lavea ail oui concernes tteasirai andi spiritueil, %n-lady arrangoti.
L.ot un bc ready, atiàd not le the teln virgins n-ho ail aisuubereti and
sllept. Lot lis bie like the n-fo anti faitlitfu servant ready, taitfng andi
watchhiia fer the coing cf aur Lord. Bleased.in<ieed fa that servant
whcna lits Lord n-hon lie comoth allait finti se doing.

III. -Tisa rradîneis ill! not letarfere %vith our duties in titis
life, but fit us naulo andi more for themn. Many secnm ta Imagine
thaL a duvotcd attpnchieeot te, Christ 'nid is cause anti a watoiini,

prayerful attitude cf soul wi!i un lit mon for
tho staru, hard, uphill duties of fic. To the
lieneat, atralghtforward aa of business, ot
any nian, the Scrap.tures dlstlnctly deciare

' thiat Ilgodlioncs le profitable for ail thinga,
liaving promaise of tho life which nou, la, aud
cf that whlc la ta corne. " iL1 a man n-la
ta malle the boit of boti, ontis, and have

reai a-icccss, the wlspat snd happist 'curie
tu taire la te bo a Jevoted Chrisianu and thusready for death. This doas flot meau that
we arc le o lways thinking cf death and

t the grave. and saying %-e are ready anti line
as If waikiq amnien tonbs anÎ4 dt mon%

. ~ bancs. He ia net a gooti. brave, successfui
~. sabdier n-be thinka rnuch of tho sbat andi
* shell and the deati hodies oit thîe.battlefiold.

To do at- n-ould unfit Maim fer the flRht and
teur the dispîcasureocf the genoral. Hie

.<~ oye mnust hco pen ta overy niovernant, anti
bis car te, the saunai cf tho trumpet. Raai.
tins la tho indisponbabti conditiona ef overy
Rond soidior of Jeans Christ. A faltbful,
clierful attontion ta -,ut proscrit duty La
aur besL preparation ta nacct Mlin. 1. thre

-. fild, at the miii, In the store, in the busy
markî5t, in the quiet homo ; %vhatevor, n-hare
avoir aur duty ia, thore wo cati bo resdy,
thora we tau work out our saivatient, there
w ceaui Cght the gooti figbt cf f siLf, tlioro

n-c can l9verk out tho drania cf aur motai
EID, 0oN.ZAGÂ. fle, hoivever humble or umioventful. Jeas

cerns$ andi culte nasny tlius engagea, es Our
departtil frian utina in hon chair et ber work, îvltb neediles in bier
bond. Mtay the Lard, n-bon ho contes, finti ue ail as faithiol in
thte tischan>i of the dutiesi cf aur caliag. 'lhe circumaitances in
which our Lard niay findt us are cf leasâ linportanco than Our rcadi
ness ta incet Hlm.

Datîhtless muany cf us bore ta day caui say In humble, simple
faitb in Christt andi His fluliheti wark, n-a arc resdy.

Sante cf yen %vouid fllke te say se, but yen amy yen do net fe
no. IVboever de tee! ready ta die n-ber in the bioomn andi prime
oif life, n-hon ail is %vaolt an i bepeful. anti, se fer asw iecan see, there
in wvork te 3e ted strength ta do iL?1 Bait mark, voy dea flern,tue oaran o' Christ bore are net fool yen are ncady, but IlBc yo
aiseq rovily.' Be yo ready. flot because yen are ycuig or ciii er in
the prime cf lite, but because death miay corne te yen at any ma.
ment, asi h carme Lober W-ho la gene, and soui your doorn for ove. An
oid sann nhem 1 knew dioti auddeeiy, anti a fricoti cf lis saud ha
ha'! littIa tinte granteti hlm te, prepano fer deatb anti jotigment.

IlbVy, how cobi n-as he -hleu hae dicti 1" it iras asiced, Il Sixty-
fontr,' %vas the axaawcr. Thais niau, fllke aany mare, ci-ericoketi the
fact thiat laie dopartcd fricndtied at toast fifty yoars ta propane.

Mauy me preparo andi arrange the tiaings tlîft are the moiL
uncertîan tis lîfe anti negleat th bcitee tbing noedful, cf whicli
atone ive catn bo certain. Oh, my f riends, bc ivise. Be rcady.
Theo niay bc sarie ono bao ta-day n-ho bas nover givert this ail.
important miatter a serionîs Lhought. sen may bava hati no tboughti
about deaýh tii! ta.tiay. For yen t'> die lb a vague, perlîs a Ver-
ativenture, a laap in tha dsrk. 1 buesoeh yen, fer tho satety cf
yaur seul, face thia an-fui question, andi settle iL noiv. Accept

Gùd*a plan cf salvation. Dy taith in Christ and i finisiieti n-rk
yen eau ho ready te utoat Biin at any tîmo n-hon lia crnmes tel cati
yen ficace. Tho trumeipt caui :a oco again hboird ln aur iniact.
Let nlic, in theante cf Crist, tha ('aptain, of oen salvatioe.suuaj
it out leid and - ear. " lBe yenaet roady ; for in an heur tlu.t ye
think net the Son cf Man comuet.b." Auten.
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