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THE INDIAN PROBLEM.

O missionary workert have a
stronger claim on the sympathy
of the Church than those amung the
indians of the Nonh-West,  The
minter chimate 1s unquestionably severe
The musion stations are uolated from
the scttlements, and sepzrated by mde
distances from onc another,  The work
11 on Canadun o1l and 1 thus entirely
stupped of what hutle romince suil
adheres 1o the Foregn Fueld, whi'e
the Indian, 23 we now find him, 18 one
of the most unpromusing subjects for
Chustian effort.  He has been, and
being, systematcally paupensed, with
the complete lots of manhood which
paupenzaticn inentably works. Where
brought 1nto contact with the baser
classes of the white populavon, he is
further degraded by their ices. The
ancient customs 1n regard, for example,
10 the communal lodge still prevak
Several familics are hudd'ed together
in one dwelling.  There 13 no separa.
tion of the sexes.  The marnage laws,
too, ate of the viles. sont.  Folypamy
fourshes and divotce 13 emsy. The
children, a0 may eauly be imagined,
are under no patental discipling, and
the good effect of 1he teaching, which
thee of them who attend school receive,
i1 effectually neutralized by the dormes-
tic disorder just noted.

The Govtrnment and the Churches
ahike regid education 23 the most
hapeful agency for the clemator of the
abosigines,  There have been tiumphs
of grace among the adult Indizes,

Theiewill baagain,.  Theword of God | POsw

it not bosnd, Bubarism, however
derse, cannot shut out the light of the
Gope). The grice of God en as
complish that hardest of all human

tasks, the wansformation of 3 pauper

intoa man  Direct evangelitle work
cannot be too urgently pursued among
our poor red brethren.  liut in the
children is the chiel hope, and the
problein which, vp to this ume, has
been only very partally solved, 1 how
1o get and keep the children under
rehgious and  cducational anfluences
Tt Depannient of Indian Affaire, In
s aeport for 388y, says =it s
pleanng tonote that, with the ¢nceprion
¢f the Blackfeet, the Indians of the
North West teem to be fully alne to
the smpottance of education,” (Page
aiv.) A study of the Reposts in detail
doet not howenrer sustain this gencraliza
ton  Indeed later on (page lanslnh
explicut mention s moade of *'the small
attendance of Jhildren at the scheols
established on the svanous Resener”
The asersge atterdance 15 only 1,452
wut of a totsl population of 24,311, and
ret quite seventeen for cach school.
The ordinary day school s carned on
under the greatest dilieutues  Oace of
our messtenaty teachers wrtes —* Not
a child would wver have come to Lthis
school, were it not that I could hire
them with the gifis of the Chutch, and
now they want money 1o be pad over
to them, If they allow the chitdren to
come Qs plain the hineg process s
not a progrestive one on our wude of
the questien ® | The boarding school
system promiscs somewhat briter It
separates the chiidren, for a Jergthened
petiod, from the demoralinng infiuences
of the camp, and secures regular atten-
dirce  ‘The cxpeniment of Rev. Hugh
McKay ot Round Lake has commend.
¢d Itscli to the Covernment ‘The
Indian Commussioner says of it-—*1
am duposed to think that more real
benefit has acerued to the Indian child-
ren from the expenditure of something
less than $1,500 during the past yearin
aspsung boardingschools than from
the sum of $10,500, which approximates
ocur expenditure on day schools.”  [tis
cvident that the Government must
prepare itself foran ampler expenditure
on the schools. Pethaps a few yeary
of this would reduce the present enot-
mous gratuities, No less than $484.-
122 is credited 1o “supplics for desutute
Indians” 10 Mamitoba and the Nornk.
West Terntorics atone last vear,

Could something not be done, also,
in the way of compcliing the sttendance
at tchoo! of all Indian chuldren for a
specified petiod each year?  The
matter, we are aware, is one of great
delicacy. Bu. it is of extreme urgency.
To depaganize and civilize the Indian
as rapidly as possible is our duty, as it
is evidently to our interest s well
Thatthe red men ate the wards of the
Government is no reason for theirbeing
left enurely at liberty in the matter of
the education of thar children  The
compulrory clauses of our Ilublic
Schoo! law would be unwotkable as yet
on the Indian Resenes, but every
posnble prassure should be brought to
beat upon the parents to have their
childien attend schoot, 2nd all potnible
inducements in the shape of rewards
for tegular attendance, ctc, should be
held our The Indian Department
contemplates the eatly maugutation of
a scheme, which, it 19 believed, looks
in the direction of the extension of the
hoarding and imdustnal school system.
It will be receaved by the Chueches
with satisfaiction, and will be an en.
coutagement tothe Churches to enlarge
ther educational wotk among the
Indians. There 1s very much sull to
be done. There are 10,000 Indiang
in British Columbia alone, and of these
only 06 are, as yet, entolled in the
schools, and only 5,951 in all, of the
tots! Indian populstion of 1he Domia.
jon, which numlxrs ta1,499. The
Churches and the Government will
find thewr resources taxed to the utmost
to compass the educabonal work
required.

What of the paupetiring of the
Indian and his prefligate manal re
fatonstupa? We se¢ no tcason why
the Government should not deal with
shese latter firmly.  As to his roainten-
ance, the sooner the Indian ccatceto
be a beggar the better,  He cannot be
allowed to starve, but indiscriminate
distnbution of clothing only intensifics
the evil. Rer. G. A. laidd, our mis-
sionary on Cot€s Rescrve, while asking
from the W.F.M.S. aslarge a supply of
cicthing for hit 1ndians as the preced
ing year, adds ;=

4T would sugeest that 33 much as
ble of it beleft urnmade. Do not
allos the Ldwes 10 mike up any new
garments fur these Reserves, but just

send the materialy, a1 the women here
are very well a'A¢ to make their own

clothes. T with youto give me authority

to get the peopls to work for thar
clothing, xhen [ seo it to do 30 |
mean, to g6t thera 1o do work wbout
the boarding school, hauling and <hop

ping wood, and an;lhlng ¢lte | may
sequire  Indicnmingte giving is p0Y
good, Tt fostess Lamness and a spunt
of dependence  [tisa thame for able

bodied mwen and woinen to be {dlo haif
therr ime and depend on the Church
for their clothes. Of course, we will
give to the old people, the childien «f
school age, and the small children, a3
before, but the socner we give the mon
and wonicn to understard that work 13
required, the better, ‘They wiil impaove
owch more eapidly.”

The tzze policy of the Government
and the missionarics 1s plainly In the
hire indicated by Mr Laund, In faq,
the sooner the Induan cn be tam
formed ato a atizen, with a Gtaen's
nghts, and & cibizen’s responnbilitics,
the better for all concerned  The
young should be steadiy trainzd in that
dinection  In the meastime the whul
question of the duticultics bescetting the
Indian wotk is wotrthy of more atten
tion than ft has recaived from our
Chuttan people.  The missionanies:
too,desen ¢ muchmore hearty sympaihy
and support  Some of them, as the
wot. tr quoted carly §n this article, el
the discouragements most keenly, D
with that same worker they brasely
exclam —='*At times the difliculins
and discouragements may daunt the
stoutest heatt and the niost hving faua
Bat God 15 greater than our hearts and
widerthan our thoughts, and we belise
inulumate teiumph.”

A Se——

DR. REIDS8 LETTER.

E, willingly gue space to the letta

from Rev, Dr. Reid in another
column, and need scarcely assure the
witer of 1it, of out readers geeenally,
that, 1n our notice of the Blue aok,
we uere animated only by the ot
friengly spatit to the Ldutors and tothe
vanous conveners of Doards and Com
mittees who are rcaponsible for the
Reports.  Que desire, as theirs, istosce
the work of the Church placed before
the people tn the comp'etest form pot-
sible.  We were glad to find o few
defects, and these so small,in a book
30 large and made up of such diverse
matenalr.  We spoke of these minor
defects frankly, as our habit [sin regard
to all matters where Nicedly critienn
is called for. OQur single aim was to
2id 1a the perfecting of the annual pub-
lished recurds of the Assembly.

1. As to the “somewhat tardy ap-
pearance ™ of the Blue Mook, which Dr
Reid alsoregrets, we said nothing which
would jmiply that the Editors wete re.
sponsidle for the detay. We did not
suppose they wete, Ther umiform
record, during now well-nigh half aren-
tury of service, hasbeen that of prompt.
ness and dispatch inthe business of the
Assersbly and the Chureh,  Our read.
ert it be grateful 1o Dr. Reid for the
information gaven as to the causes of
the delay,  We direct special attenuon
to the fact mentioned as onc of the
causes, namely, that while the larger
portion of the book is printed in To
ronto, some of the Reports arc panted
in Montreal and others in Halifax, mak.
ing 1t somewhat troublesome to collect
allthe Reports and arrange themn one
volume. Such a scattering of the punt.
ing is surelynot necessary, Ttcan hardly
be the most economical method  We
note, also, that it has produced 1n the
wolurae fn queshion & consprcuous
blemith—at least theee different colours
and quatitics of paper.  This is, how.
cver, a point of lesser impostance in
compatison whh the delay in publea.
tion,

2. D, Rad admits the correctness
of out statement n regard to the ine
completeness of the Alphabeticsl Lin
of Minnters, and fully accounts for the
omissiont by the explanation that, in
making it up, the * List of TProbatwon-
ers® was not taken into acocount, but
only the Presbytery Rolls, as furmished
by the Synod Clerks.  Thisas precusely
the point of out criticsm, What, on
the face of it, purpottsto bean * Alpha.
betical List of Ministers of the Pecshy:
ter'an Church-in Canada,” should in.
clude ali the ordained ministers of the
Church, Wesimply called attertioato
the factthat some “who happentobe on
the list of probationens ™ were et out,
The omission would appear tolieatthe
door of Prevbytery Clerks, or, perhapn,
rather at the doot of the Anembly it
self, which, 30 far as we know, hasgiren
no explicit instructions as to whether
the names of ministers without charge,
who are secking a setilement, are to
appeat at the foot of the Roll or not
The practice of Presbyteries in this

mattet varies, as may be seen by com-

panng the List of Probanoners (Appen.
dix No. 24, page iv), with the Roudsof
the several Presbytencs later In the
solume (Appendix No. ap). Ttishardly
aight that certain wortby brethren, some
of whom have senved the Church faith-
flly for years, thould find no place in
the published official list of the aunis
ters of the Church,

3 Do Rad agrees with us 38 1o the
value of full and complete obituary
adtices.  “ Itis” he says, *'of course
desirable that there should be detals of
the ives and labours of our deceased
minsters”  He  quenions, however,
*“whether the Minutes of the Generat
Assemibly should be the place in which
thed detaled notices should appear”
The proper place for such notices we
need not discust just now . but, as a
matter of fact, there 1 no sccunty that
they wutl appear, either in Presbytery or
Syrnod Records, 1nd the present nicthed
of buef noetices 1 the Assembly min
utes, 31 all readers of the notices (Ap
(endix No. 28), will agree, is unsius
factory. ‘The favlt 13 not with the
Clerks of Assembly. who have doulit
less made the best of the materais at
thewr hand  But ot 18 hadly to the
credit of the Church, that it coctents
aeelf with such necessanly imperfecy
notices of the deccascd standard bear
as  Itisoot fair to demand of the
Clerks of Assembly bricks without stzaw
A Standing Committee of the Assembly
specnally charged with this matter might
aniner the purpose, or, perthaps, the
newly organized  Hhstoncal  Soaicty
might be entrusted with the matter of
obituanes.

4 Our suggestion at to the tabulat.
ing of the List of changes was made
solely (n the interests of consenience,
| o? example, If one withes to inspect
the hit of ordimations, irductions,
deathe, cte., as at present gawven, he
mait look in a3 many places as there
ate Synods. A tabulated statement,
while taking LY no more space, would
geeatly flacilitate referenze by including
all the details under cach heading in
one view.

We give room for the conclading
quotation from the Juferior with | *eas-
ute. Itin no way traverses the state-
mernts of our previous arhicle.  Indeed
it 1910 singular agreement with them.
Qut cloting words were as follows —
“Lhese {the defects, etc, rematked
upon), are, owever, minor points. The
bock, at a whole, it creditable 10 the
experienced Clerks under whose care it
1s brought out, and to the Conveners of
the many Committcet whose reports
appear i it, It i the record of 2
year's important work by the Church,
which affordt reasonable gound for
satisfaciion and ptide. The Lord bath
done grzat things for us and by us,
whereof we are glad.”

Tug annval Drovincial Sabbath
School Conventton which assembles
next Tuesday, {16th nst), and two
following diys at Kingston promises to
be of unususl interest and profit. On
the programme are to be found the
wellknown names of Dishop Vincent,
DD, M. W F, Crafts, New York;
ex Mayor Howland, 1{on. S. H. Blle,
QC, Jas. 1. Hughes, and othets. The
applications of delegates already re-
ceired indicate that Kingston willharea
Lusy week,for which the people arerask.
ing the mott hospitable preparations.
Should any ntending delegates not
have recaved programme and applica.
tion form, they should apply at onee to
Mr. J. J. Woodhouss, PO, box s5zs,
Toronto

Tux r¢port of the opening proceed-

ings of Knox College to which we
devote much space will be tead with
general interest,  Itis very satulactory
to notice that the Co'lege enters upon
anather year of wark for the Church
under mesz favourable ansplees, and
thit steps are being takento tender the
instituuon better equipped for sts work,
The College a3 well as the Church is
to be congratalated in having in Tro-
fessor Gregg soable and sympathetic a
chronicier of its annals.
We have received too late for inser-
tion in this issue a long leuter, beating
date Acgust 13, from Rev. John
Jamieson, of Tamsui, Formosa. The
letter, which is chiefly a reviewof T,
Mackay's work in Formoss, ard a state.
ment of Mr. Jamicson®s relation thereto
together with an expression of bis views
regarding the future condact of the
Misslon, will appeat next week.

oz you read our Poblishen'

Special Ofers in anothet colomn?

Contributod

LAY ELEMENT IN CONGRE
GATIONS
AY REY. W 3 M'RIBUIN, H.A
(Comeluded )

But now let us note buetly the hind-
rances to Chrshian wuik of which the
reports to our General Assebly speak
with such constancy of iteratlon and
teiteration frotn yeartoyear.  Of thiese
the first named ts * strong dnink,* * des.
ccration of the Sabbath by rallways”
comesncxt, then Yworldlinessandloveof
pleasure,” “low idess of the Chiistian
We,” "“weak convictions of the truth,”
"pociety bfe,” “lack of rebgious In
struction inthe homes,” “want of more
dectded effort on the partof members,”
“the dance,” “unwholcsome church
enales™ " mived marmages,” “promis
cuous and infidel hitcrature,” “ weakness
of parental authosity,” “a want of
real sparituality of mind which leaves
protessors without any 1piritual powcr,
and resultsin children being impressed
with the fechng that relizion s not &
reality, and this Teads to fuvolity on
thesr part and contempt of religrous
rmnlc and religwn usell,” ete, ete

£t it be remembered that these are,
for the greater part, onussions and com
mussions of the members of tho Church
that compose this bint of * hindrancesto
Christian work,” reported to our Su-

reme Church Coutt.  And what a

lack cloud the list is1 And what a
thadow it casts upon the membership of
our Chutchi And what power can
remave these enly *as a thiek cloud,”
but the breath of the Spint of God upon
the hearts and conscicrees of our peo
ple?  lat the Spirt of Holiness
breathe upon those hearts and punly
them unto Josus Chit, **as a peculuae
people 2ealons of good works,” and this
cloud of “hindrances to Chastlan
work,® shall he blown to ublvion.
Bur now lastly, let me mention

THE WORLD OF MFATIIEN DARALNESS

as presenting a great clement in the
cxushing necesnty tor Chiistran effae,
‘The exutence of this element of nead
for the Chureh’s work is the baus of
the great commussion. “Co ye nto
all the wotld and preach the Gospel
to every creature.® Thetc way necd
for such a commission to his Church
in the days of Jesus' bodily presence
among men; and,so (aras we know, the
nead s only magnified by the lapse
of the ages mince.  There 15 greater
need to-day of missions to the heathen
than when Cheit was on carth, if a vast
increase of the numbers wrapped in
the gloom of paganism can constitute
an increase of the necestity for Gaspel
effort.  And *thit command of Jeus
Christ,” as Dr. Prerson 12id before the
Pan-Presbytetian Counal, * s marked
by a stuiking double unwversanty, *Go
ya. l ¢, ofl dsaiples, into a/f the warly
and preach the Gospel to every crea.
wre! Al sre to go to 2l This
comment of )¢ Ierson was applauded
by the Counaill  And we can endorse
hut further ubservation that thus priney.
ple, all must go 1o al), “is the funda.
nenta) puneiple of the New Testa
ment” The need of work to rescue
the penshing millions of heathenism, 13

ming more and mote a burden
upon the heart of Chustendom, Dut
many, many remain ushecdful within
our chutches, to whom the thought of
nations perishirp for ack of knowledge
brngs na pang. 1.2t the Church pour
h::; ﬁrt:1 uipon these !':rd hearts unul
they melt into sympahy for the r
heathen and imo’iov?:go’bcdlcnm tmr
King, Jesur.  And then, when her own
children are oppeetsed with & sense of
her obligation, then shall the Church be
fanly found in the way 1o obey the
missionary tsandate of her Loed and
Master. Nottiit thent

Dut now, pethaps, Thavesad cnough
ta brighten our recollecuion of two facts,
namely, (1) that the wock of the Church
is the duty of the Chnstian, and (1)
that there 1s abcunding need of utiliz
ing al} the power within the Church for
the accomplishment of her appointed
wotk, And now the question 15, How
can that power best be utitized? This
it a farreaching inquiry. It grows
upon usas we adeance (n i, Much
leamning and philosophic power might
be pressed Into its sermce, Tt us re.
peat the question 1n other terms than
those whichstandatthehead of ourpaper
—What is the best method of inducing
Christuns to do thar duty ¥ or, What
is the best method of bringing Christan

attwee mest thoroughty into conform.
iy with Chtistisn mﬁmﬁm? of, once
more, What it the best method of keep-
ing Christlans loyal to their King?
These forms vary only in expression,
the spirit is the samein all of them,
Any one of them might be takenarthe
basst of out essay. Dut let ut zeturr
tathe form we have adopted—\What 14
the best method of utilizing the lay eles
ment ‘i’n OUT cOngregations ?

And now an cnquiry suggests iteclf -
It the best rethod toqbe found tn the
line of

INCREASR OF ORCANIZATIONS?
A rermarkable feature of the church Life
of cur times it the muhiplication of
guilds, societies and orders whore
cflotty arc ‘Eo-nled sevenslly api
some panticular foem of evil, such for
cxample as * The King's Daughters”
“The King's Sons,” “ Christisn Endea.
vour Societies,” * Rad Woed Societies”

read before the Siratford Presty-
aod pebtliahed of Prese

Ir';lh nlh:t,lu the Pansar.

* A paper
tery Sept 10,
byrery, Revoed
TeRIAR Revigw,

and many more. Now, the Church ¢
Chalst i3 ike an army, Litean army thc'
hat to fight and Like an army she needs
organizatron.  And our minds may be
helped to a conclusion by asking if thly
militant organization, the Clich, can
be aided in her warfare by divion 2nd
sub division of her forces? ‘The ir-
quir{1 is, [ think, quite legitimate, for
much of the fashionable organusstior
for Church work 510 be classed sm.
14y a8 dwvision and subdivision of her
forces.  Tor the attmnment of her
ends, is there not now orgamuzation
enovgh withinthe Church?  Organara
non or, if you pleate, disciphing, has
gone beyond fts function 1f it bepin to
produce  dufainted mavements, frae-
nonal energes and clashiog contaces
within the same army,  Anc

13 THERY. NOT DANGER

of such results feom the muliiplicanonof
guilds, orders and assocuations for the
doing of the Church'swork in the woild?
Let not our people b2 taught in any
way, ditect ot indarect, that before they
be 1 a position 10 work for Cheut they
must not only be members of the
Church but also meabers i pan
culu of some order or assocution.
Let themy rather by all means by m-
pressed wih the truth that every soul
that has become a ¥ partaker of the res
demptionpurchased Ly Chnist,” s bythat
very fuct orduned to be a worker (or
thm, The blood bought membershis of
the mystical body of lesus, 18 the high.
et order of workers in Hu rame.
Sad D¢ John Fall, addressing the Pan-
Peesbytenan Council, in London, “"The
Church s a punity socicty, a temperance
waety, a Sibbath keeping society, a
society, of you please, fur the prevention
of ctuclty to amimaty, if the Chureh tut
da its duty and 0 the nght sparn. In
the same way, while the tendency 13 to
make a socicty to aim at war wuh
farticutar vices, vices divided in small
meces, and a socacty s aven to mbbling
at each uecr, the whole Church should
bring her power to bear sgangt all
vices with which we should dn battle *
Dr. Hall's opinion of the formation
of soctctics 10 miblile at vices ot picees
of vices Is not far to seck in these worde,
Lut further than | have done, I shall
notassumenowthe provinceofcondemn-
ing such associations. ‘They shall be
known by their frusts.  Lut one thir
I feel at hibeny to say, the des? methe
of utilizing the 13y element in our cor-
gregations is not to be found in the
mulphication of guilds, societies, and
otders.  We should combine in organ.
tied cffort for good, unquestionably.
And 1t should be done on the principle
which Jesus Chust makes rungamcma\
to his Church. “This is my come
mandment,” said He, “that ye love
gt;e another.”  In this commind we
o

THEX GROUND OF TRUE SOCIALISM.
That 1t holy communism which
loves ono another. And when the
Church has attained to the height of
tuch  soculism—tuch communithiie
then her lesser associations shall be
merged into the great brotherhood of
Jews and 14 a whole, elasticin adapta.
tion, simple In tacties, beautiful in
movement and resistless in power, the
Church shall come forth “faie a3 the
moon, ¢lcar as the tu, and termble as
an army with basners,” A prest
attunment thisl  But how 13 it to
be attained? By wtibzing in the best
way the lay clement in onr congrega
tions. But how can that be done?
That is thequestion. Well, 1 think 1
¢an be done something hike 23 the
teaching force of Qatana, the last
tweoty Give years has betn ulilized to
tiw attainment of the high standard of
education in the schools of our Pec-
vince.  And how wat that done> Dy
rating the standard  of indindual
attwnraent of the public schoolteachers.
Raisc the standard, impeove the teach-
crs, and the schools rise with their im-

vement, and the general intelligence
t increatsd unlil Ontanio stands in the
front rank of the nationt 1 pont of
public education and enlighienment.
The Church of Jesus Christ is Fhs
educational staff to froek all nations, 3s
well as baptize thetn into the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Uoly Ghost,  And the Church, so far
at any branch of it isconcerned, it the
apsociation of men of hke winds te-
specting the cardinal doctrines of the
Gotpel, in which assocustion, dependirg
en the Spirit of God, they huld together
for mutual edification In the worship cf
God and for propagating God's willand
pleasure among men.  These men so
associated are the individual teachers
1n the great School System of our Lord
Jewas.  And it needs no claboeate
proof to show that they are best utdized
when made most useful, thatis to 33y,
when the standard of their spiritual at
tunments is raised, their eficiency in.
cressed tothe uimost, and their Bessed
power on the world around thein mont
marked

PIRSONAL QUALITIRS

of the soldwrs of anamy b & vy
important consideralion.  So thinks
General Hamley when he praises the
tacn (not their discipling, but their per-
sonal merits) who sprang to victory
orer the ramparts at Telel Kebir, six
years azo.  Personal qualey is o first
cootiderstion, disciphne ot orgaais
atioa is sacondary.  No dritlcan pake
a coward brave, and 3 association that
cn be formed among men can make
hollow profestors soldiers of King
Jews,  We must credat the author of
= The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Ermpite,® when he tells us in many

places that the cause of the ruin of



