THE CANADIAN

mer this life was all, while the latter taught that man would
finally be absorbed in the Divinity, hence ** when they heard
of the resurrection of the dead " some mocked, the Epi-
cnreans, as was to be expected, while others, the Stoies,
gave a polite dismissal in the words * we will hear thee
again of this matter,” but we do not thinklthat they cver
did. It is noticeable that whenever Paul spuke of the res-
urrection he was interrupted and his address remained un-
finished. So he *‘ departed from emong them : ™ the as-
sombly at Mars Hill, this was followed closely by his depar-
ture from the city (chap. 18 : 1.), never, so far as we know,
to return. :

Ver. 34, But there was some fruit, *Clave:" belicved
and followed his teaching. ¢ Dionyeius .” said to have
become bishop of the chiarch at Athens ; he was one of
the judges of the Court of Areopagus. ¢ Damaris:”
nothing further is known of her. ‘¢ And others with them :
thege two are named as being well known, and this little
band became, in due time, a flourishing church.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.— Athens, with its Acropolis, Areopagus,
philosophies and superstitions, is so pregnant a theme that
the teacher, especially if fond of such studies, may be
tempted to dwell too much on these points.

which should be your principal theme; teach these fully
and clearly, whatever else you leave unsaid.

Topical Analysis.—We have (1) Paal’s gsermon on
Mars Hill (22-31).  (2) The results of the sermon (32-34).

First Topic.-~This has many points in itseli—a few of

the principa! must be noted. We have ke I'olly of Idola-

try. Never was it more strikingly manifested than in thig’
City of Athens ; refined, cultured, philosophical, yet so full :
of idols that, as was said of if, it was ¢“ easier to find a god !

in Athens [than & man,” and beyond all this, an alter or
altars ‘‘to the unkrown God.”

what the philosophy of to-day would leave us in if not lead
us to.
need, must have, a God, 'The deep longing of the human
heart is for a knowledge of the Supreme One, ¢ show us the
Father and it sufficeth us’ has been the cry of the race

from tae first, and what they could not see they imagined, .

and thought that God was like unto images of gold and
silver or stone. Men must have & God. It .ells us: 74
that men need a revelation to Ancw God.
searching find out God?”

an altar to the unkoown. In the sermon we have further :

the declavation ¢ one God, Creator, Preserver, Father, a glori-
ous truth which man alonu could not find out, yet a truth

the children of our Sunday-schools know to-day. We can
scarcely conceive the power of this revelation to willing and
faithful souls, of which there were somse there ; light in the
midst of the deepest, densest darkness ; the filling of the
aching void of sincere and devout hearts. Yet farther, we
find 24e unty of the race set forth, a truth opposed to the

Remember, !
however, that it is Paul’s address and the truths it contains

That is what philosophy |
did for Athens, and if Christianity could be blotted out,

Yet this brings with it two lessons : (a) 74at mest

““Canst thom by .
Asgsuredly not : even these.
philosophers confessed their ignorance when they created ;
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teaching. TFress this truth upon your scholars, it needs to
i be pressed. The power of the true doctrine, as set forth so
fully by the apostlo in 1 Cor. 15, has been largely destroyed
i by the fanciful additions of men, until it is difficult to
| know, sometimes, what is tho teaching of the New Testa-
j ment on this important subject. Keep to the revelation.
Present and urge its truth, and you may find, as Paul did,
that although the many may reject, yet sume will receive
"and believe to the saving of their souls.
On the secona topic, show how the reception of the gos-
. pel message at Athens is a picture of its reception to-day
-in our churches and in our schools, Some are careless,
_just, muck, make light of the message, others postpono its
_congideration ; time envugh yot; ** we will Lhear theo again
of this matter,” or, ** when I have a noure convenient sea-
! son I will call for thee "’ ; but it never comes, and the echo
of the teacher’s voice dies out in the silence of cternal sor-
,row, the messenger departs never to return. But some,
, thark God, hear the truth, become wise unto salvation,
I cleave to God’s people, and, in their time, help to tell the
_glad tidings of salvation to others. Brother teachers, may
you have many such amongst those who listen to this les-

 son from your lips.

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACITINGS,

The universal want of mun, an argument for the exict-
:ence of God.
. 1t is possible to be very religious, and yet, through false
views of God ard duty, lead irreligious lives.
! Lven the most polisned ~othenism is ignorance.
How many hearts have this inseription: ‘“To an un-
. known God " ?
;  Christianity alone reveals the cne true God.
Nothing can purify a people but the gospel of Jesus.
,  All men are brethren: let us care for them as such.
God in history as in revelation.
None can suceceed in remaining neutral. .
Even an inspired preacher was not always successful.
. And yet, the failure of to-day may be the success of to-
. morrow—it was so at Athens.
Main Lessons.—God the Creator of all.—Acts 14:
15; Romans 1:;20; Heb. 1: 10-12; 11: 3; Rev. 4: 11;
(14: 7.
Men, the children of God.—Mal, 2: 10; 1 Cor.8: 6;
;Eph. 4:6; Jas. 3: 9.

Jesus Christ, the Judge.—Matt. 25: 31 to end; 2 Cor.
5:10; 2 Thess, 1: 7-10; Jude 14: 15: Rev. 1:7.

‘ PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS.

We regret that the Questions have not attracted the in-
terest this year which they did last year,jif we may judge
,from the number of replies received. At the same time
"the answers of those whose efforts are before us show a
. very large amount of Bible search. We were told thet the
.ijuestions wers more difficult than they were last year.
| Perhaps so, but those who have gone into the replies have

pride of these Athenians, who wore golden grasshoppers in , uot found them so difficult, as the answers are nearly as
the.r heir in token of being born of the land itself, the many out of the whole number given as they were last
sacred soil of Attica, and who despised other races as of | year.

inferior origin! No, said Paul, all are one, all created by, Considering the few who have sent in answers, wedo not
and childrenof, a common father—a trath this which even think that we shall continue the Questions, at any ratc for
we to-day fail to realize in its fulmess and power. lt'.lns year. If the editor finds from his correspondence that
Then we have a call to repenitance, because of a coming there is a desire for their rezumption, we have nn Aoubt
day of judgment. Christ hags come into the worl-i.ltl}at he will accede to the request, and convey to us the
Christ is preached. All exouse for ignorance is past, tie, wishes of the young friends, which we shall be happy to
exhortation now is : Repeat, for this same Jesus will come | meet. .

to judge the world. And finally there is the truth of z2¢, The prizes offered were: One of Five .Dollars, one of
resurvection of the dead set forth ; a truth this always op- | Three Dollars, and one of Twe Dollars, all in books,

posed to the earnal mind, cultured or ignorant, and so the| The following are the most succeseful in their replies.
cause of constant mocking and opposition to apostolic | The total numbur of questions givenm was thirty-six, and



