July 3, 1896.

Mr. Osler (l’n\ﬂdunt of the Toronto Board of 'Jl.sdv) vose
w wmove the fiest rvesolution on the paper reading thus:
¢ Wherens, in view of recent events, mud the attitude of other
nutions townrds Great Britain, and of the fact that there
exists within the British Empive resources inmen and materials
and neable Jundd for its every rcqmncnwm : whereas, while the
reade legixlation of other nations is framed to subserve their
Jacal interests, all British traudo and other legisiation should
aitn Lo secure within the Empire o union of interest of afederal
«barncter; and the polizy of each Batish Comrunity should
He designed o retain within the Bmpire subject. whase Libor
would otherwise go to foreign lands,
already formed o basis for closer telations with the Mothes
Country and other Colonivs by building o highway acress
British America, by creating steanship connection between
Vageouver, Houg Rong, New Zedand, nnd Austradia, by
offering a large subsidy for w fust Atlantic steamship serviee,
ns well as by her established precedent of Confederation,
waking for British unity ; and whereas closer commercial
relations butween the Mother Counntry, her Colonies and De
pendencies, will be hastened by further subsidising fast steam-
ship services and completing postal, wire and eable, communi-
cation with the different portions of the Fnpire, thus mnaking
such routes for commeree, foud supply,and munitions of war the
fastest and most securs from attack resolved, thiat in the opin.
ion of this Cungress the advantiges 1 be obtained by & closa
union between the various portions of the British Bmpire are
So great #% to justify an aveungement as nearly as possible of
the nature of a Zollverein, hased upon principles of the freest
exchange of commudities with the Empive, consistent with the
farfl’ requirements incident o the maintenance of the local
government of cach Kingdom, Dominion, Provinee or Colony,
now forming part of the British fanily of nations”  There
ware 3n Craada (Me. Osler panted out)—-as there were where-
erer there was life—diflferences of apinion.  They had free
traders and protectivnists. 1t hud been the policy of the
country for years past to have a faiv amount of protection for
home manufactures, and he thought that this fecling still holds
with the great body of the people of Caunda.  They hiad, they
Lotieved, within theiv Enpire lind awaiting emigrants sufficieny
with reasonable cultivation tosupply Geeat Britain with all the
wheat aad preduee she required, and Canadiaus were especinlly
anveets that emigravion from this country should e directed
te the Colunivs, and ~o build up the Ewpive. Canada had
spent noney freely in building the Canadian Paific Railway,
and looked ferwintd to the fast Athaitie service iy helping in
the eause of unity, They in Canada believed that certain
conerssions musiy be mide if they were to get England to join
in n condedermuaon, and they as Canadiang were willing to
make covcessions in the best interests of themselves and the
wliole Empire.

Jord Londonderry (1ielfast) seconded the motica.

Me. McFee (Montreal) said hiy instructions wade it clear
that the Montrenl Corn Exchange Asswciation, while support-
ing the spivit of the Canadian propusal, was streauously
oppsed (o auy arrangenent whercunder the taiit discrimina.
tion in favor of the Mother Country and the Colunies would
v orhier than areduction of preseat s, Following the
vesalution of the Dominivn Palimoent on April 26, 1892, they
held that any arvangement sheahl fnvolve asubstantial redue-
tion of the Colonial tariils in favor of the Mother Country,
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and should not alluw any C«.lnny 1o fulfil the letter of the
arritngement, Hut evade its spivit by plseunyg a probibitive taritt
on imports from Great Britain and the Colonies and w still
higher one on imports from foreige: countries,

Sir Donald Smith moved 1w amendment to the Torouto
Board of Trade resoluti--a this proposition:- - Whereas the
stability and progress of the British Empire can be hest,
agsuted by deawing continually cluser the bonds that unite
the Colunies with the Matner Country, and by the continuous
growth of a practical symputhy and co operation in all that
pertains ta the common welfiae, and wherens this co-operation
and unity can in no way be tore cifectuaily promoted than
by the cultivation and extension of the mutual and profitable
interchange of their products, therefore resolved—That this
Congress records its belief in the advisability and practic.
ability of a Customs arcangement between Great Britain and
hier Colonies and India on the hasis of preferential treatiient,
and recommmends that steps showid be saken by Her Magesty's
Government to bring about an interchange of opions ou the
subject between the Mother Country and the other Govern.
wents of the Empire”  In the course of his speech Sir
Donald Smith said ;. Tn moving this smendment 1 do s0 in
no spirit of opposition o the proposal of the Toronts Board
of Trade. 1 am indeed acting in upison with my friends from
Toronto and other Canadian representatives in putting for
ward the amendment, and the object is to-place before this
Congress a resolution which represents 1 hope the views of
all t]n. Canwdian delegates and will receive their support. and
thus render more or loss unnecessary  the disenssion of the
other resolutions of a simiiar nature which ave on the paper.
We hiope also that the teems of the amendment are such ay
will commend themselves to ot friends from Australasia,
from South Africa, and the other Cojonies, and we are not
without hope also that it may commnrnd itself to the repre.

-sentatives of the commercind interests of the United Kingdom

who are present. toduy.  What we wre striving for here is
not the discussion of the details of a conmerciad acrmangeent
hetween the Mather Country and the other Colonies.  That
must be left to the Government of the different parts of the
Yaupire to formulate and arange. What we want to do iy
to secure the acceptance by tlm Congress of the principle
that has been in one way and storther 5o ably advocad.
(Quite recently it has been veferred to iy Mr. Chamberlain,
[t has alxo been diseussed by the Canadinn-Parliament, by
Boards of Trade and Chambers of Commierce in Canada, in
South Africa and Austinlusia, and also in other Colonies. Tt
was also adopted by the detegates of the different. Colonies
who met together at Ottnwa in 1894, Tadedd, it will be
seen that the vwo intraductory paragraphs of the amendment
are precisely the sune as the Ottawa resolutions.  The enly
difference: is that the thind paragiaph of the amendment takes
us a step further, and that the principle heing conceded, Her
Majesty’s Governmant. sare to be wxquested o approach the
other Governments of the Empire vith & view to the inter-
change of apinions on this important subject, which, if U ny
sy 8o, is very closely connected with the future development
of the trade and commerre of this geent Empire,  If Her
Majesty's Govertment. will grap the matter boldly and invite
an expression of opinion  from the Governments of  the
Coloniey, we are not without hepe that it may lead to the
calling tgether of another gveat Colunial Confercree in



