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to make railway travelling as sale as it is ex-
peditious.  The wmore severely the necessity
for increased security is felt, the move likely
are those inventions which will produce it to
#e forthcoming.

Of many a political izjustice and abuse, we
may say, “the worse the better,” Things
must, generally, become very bad indeed be-
fore anything is likely’ to be done to core
them. It was the Old Sarums that stirred
us up to Reform ; and it is, to a great extent,
the fact that there are no Old Sarums now,
that renders it impossible, at all evems difti-
cult, to get up a Reform agitation at the pre-
sent time.  Small grievances people will en-
dure, without much impatience, from one gen-
eration to another; hut get a grievance that
is a grievance indeed, and then see how things
will go! Had the Stuaris been a little more
moderate than they were, they might have re-
tained the throne, and prolonged, for some
time at least, much of their despotic power.
Happily they bad not goad sense enough to
temper their administration with mildness ;
happily James 11. was a thorough-going ty-
rant, and to that prince’s bud qualities, as
much perhaps as to the virtues of the Prince
of Orange, we owe the Revolution of 1688,
Indeed, as coufirmatory of the paradox which
1 am engeavorfug to illustrate, history reveals
cases of which it must be said—'** the bettar
the worse.” ¢ Evil for evil,” saya John Stu-
art Mill, in his Considerations on Represen-
tative Government,—* a good despotism in
a country at all advanced in awvilisation is
more noxious than a bad one; for it is far
more relaxing and enervating to the thoughts
feelings, and energies of the people. T'he
despotism of Augustus prepared the Romuns
for the despotism of Tiberius. If the whole
tone of their character had not been prostra-
ted by nearly two generations of that mild
slavery, they would probably have had spirit
enough left to rzbel against the mere odious
aue.”

Our paradox is illustrated by the Protes-
tan Reformation. It seems far from impro-
bable that if the Church of Rome had mani-
fested common prudence, if it had checked
the multiplication of superstitious rites, if it
had not been quite so barefaced in the sale of
Indulgences, if its priests and monks had, as
arule, led chaste and sober lives, and if it
had deait mildly and reasonably with heretics,
it might have retained its authosity and in-
Hluence longer than it did. Not for a small
mwatter would whole nations have left its com-
wmunion ; not under a light and easy voke
would they have proved restive and unman-
ageublgy But the Papacy was infatuated ; it
scouted the idea of moderation it set at defi-
anee common sense by its superstitions, com-
man decency by its licentiousness, common
humanity by cruelties; and so the Reformers
found a sympathizing audience, and the Re-
formation was achieved. Sometimes the last
feather breaks the camel’s back; but some-
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times it causes the top-heavy load to tumble
over, and so the camel is relieved.

I think that our motte is also upplicable to
infidelity. If wo are wo have infidelity at all,
I give my vote for a tbrough-gning, out-nnd-
out infidel ty, that halts aet in its march un-
til it reaches absolute scepticism; untal i
doubts evervihing, denies everything, and
can gono further.  As lang as infidelity pars
a dubions respect to Seripture, expresses i
adwiration of the character of Christ, exhorta
men to follow Lis example, argues for the im.
mortality of the soul, and maintaius a theistio
belief, so long it is a rather formidable foe to
vital Christinnity.  appily, however, it ean-
not, with any show of consistency, act in this
moderate manner. ‘The Scriptures demand
that they be received as the Word of Gud, or
repudiated as the fabricution of wilful impos-
tors ; the character of Christ can be respected
only as long as he is rerognised as the Son of
God and the Savicur of men; his death can-
not be resolved into & mere martyrdom, nor
)nis life into a mere example; he is what he

professes himself to be,—a Divite Redeemer
of men. or he is a person convicted of digho-
nesty and most shameinl untratnfulness, In-
fidelity, if true to itself, must give up evers
great principle of religion; it must ?ead us
down from one depth of darkness to another,
untd it leaves us nothing tv believe in.
“ The worse the better;” for from such a state
of dark, cold, absolule negation, the human
soul instinctively recoils with horror.  There-
fore, it seems to me that in whu. is called
Secularism there is not much that should give
uneasiness to the friends of Chiistian truth.
Tts hold avowal that we know nothing, and
can know nothing, and need to kuow nothing
of a future state, is very startling ; but by alt
means let it make this avowal; let it tell men
that death is the fiual extinetion of conscious
heing, that there is nothing to fear, nothing
to hope, that there is no God, ne heaven, no
hell ; let the avowal be made—**the worse
the better.”  Give this system rope enough,
and it will hang itself ; let no man stay it, let
no man seek 1o moderate its tone; let it go
on, denying every priuciple that we hold dear,
denouncing every character that we adwmir,
blaspheming every name that we cousider sa-
cred ; be it so; so much the worse for itself,
so much the better for us. The hest, the
most encouraging fact about Scepticism is this
—that its logical terminus is Atheisin,

Many persons will find, on reflection, that
this paiadox has baen verified m thelt own
experience. For example, it some one has
unjustly assailed vour character, and siander.
ed you very shamefully, then * the worse the
better.” If, while you and your friends know
that you ave au upright, sober, generous man,
vour detractor has spaken of you as a rogue,
a drunkard, or u miser, you need not be in
the least annoyed. Had your enemy been
muderate, had he censured you mildly, then
you might find it necessary to adopt active
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