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world must eternally find it~ hell 1 Thiv is
the first thing in the text, * [hey shall see
his fuce ;" then they are everiastingly safe.
The secos.d privilege is, they shall have a
clear knowledye «f nim. T have dwelt upon
that thoug™ vefore, and me:ely mention it to
complete the summary. I'n Inok inio the
face of Christ signifies to be well acquninted
with his person, his office, his charncrer, his
work. So the saints In heaven shall have
more knowledge of Cirist than the most ad
vanced below.  As one has said, ths babe in
Christ admitted to heaven discovers more
af Christ in a «ingle hour than it known by
) the disines of the assembliea of the church
on earth, O yes, our catectisms and our
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. his effectnally called ones, all the jus.ified, all
[the panctified. Pney are the ters of they.
swnde and myriads who nave died in Jesus,
of whom the Spirit ssith, * Bles-edl ate the
tha dead which die in the Loard.” Thaink
Giod we are not strangers to thuse who now
hehold his face, As we ook Lack to the
assaciations of our vouth, and to the friend-
| ahips of our manhood, we remember many
i whase privileges it has been to precede ue,
and to know long before us the things which
we desire and expect so soon to leurn.  Scme
are taken away tu see his face while yet
young. We bless God that our liibes shall
nave the same heaven as our holy sires ; they
shall not be placed in the hack setriements of

creede, and even our Bibles—all t:)ese reveal | Cannhnn. but (??' ahalITtw;‘illl e(;]-mlglearnec(;
but very little of what we shall discover | see the sace of Jesus. ose dear hoys an
when ae shall see his face. Our text implies | girls who learnt to ‘love Christ and made a
sleo conscious favour. Was not that the | profession of his nume in their youth were
ofd benediction, ** 'l:!:g L}n{rd l}i,h u;l).fin:x q«:un- ‘ :xlevar lp:red to ;eatéh bt:!: t;‘:pcm;‘szs"of malrll-
on v ood an manhoo ;
L?o?e:he‘.';)lzri;i:t‘;, and \ehey“aee. ‘iet v‘rorulg ! ne:hi: fac:‘zwilhn'.he g'ravest 1:;\]; rr;‘()a::};l:"er)I
witkout end. Here it is our joy of joys to E cnd fathers of the church. I read of uo sec-
have the Lord smiling u 3, and that he | cndary joys. Whoever may have invented
deii:hl:inoui. i:nrln:ufexe}l’:nnz:’lo us though! the dzcliiufe of degrees in heuven I do not
earth and hell should hate us, and mett cast | know, hut I believe there is as much founda-
out our nawes as evil. In heaven then, they ! tion for it in Scripture as there is for the
have this to be l:heu‘ ch&ncel prml_ogn'.‘ They .dqettnnehof“purgntr;y! an‘:‘]I m: rr:ort;. All'll‘;;'e
are courtiers~ who stand always in the mon- | saints shull see their Master’s face. e
arch's palace, secure of the monarch’s smile. ! thief dying cn the cross was with Christ in
Tney are ¢':hildren who live unbrokenly in | paradise, and Paul could be no mare. Ilike
lhelx‘r father’s love, and know it, and re_plce% snmellme]nd lﬁ 'Ilm:ik c;,fi hez;venhln the sa:\Au
to know it evermore. ! way as o yland did when he wrote his
The fourth privilege involved in the text ! ryyming letter from Northampton—
is that of close fellowskip. They are always ‘ * They all ahall be there,
near to Jesus, They are never hoping ttat The great and the small ;
they are with him, and yet fearing that they: For I shall shake hands
arne not ; they have none of thuse inward With the blessed 8t. Paul.

strug les which make life so unhappy to sun.e
«of us ; they never say —
*’Tis a peint I long to know ;" .

But they see his face and are in hourly
communion with their Lord. Pertect spirits
ure always walking with the Lord, for they
are always agreed with him. In glory they
are ull Enochs, walking »ith God. There
for ever and ever they lic in the bosom of
Jesue, in 1he nearest possibie place of com-
munion with Lim wbo redeemed them with
his blood.

And this involves a fifih privilege, namely,
complete trunsformation, ** They shall be like
bim, tor they shall see him as he is,” 'If
they see his fage they sha!l be * changed from
glory to glory™ by this face-to-face vision of
the Lord, Beholding Christ, his likeness is
photographed upon them; they become in
all respects like him as they geze upon him
world without end. .

‘Thus have I very brirfiy menticned the
privileges involved in see Christ face to face.

IV. We must conclude by noting WHo
THEY ARF TO WHOM THIS CHOICE BOON IS
AFFORDEM BY THE DIVINE MERCY,

+* They shall see his face.” Who are they ?
‘Ih ;- arc all his elect, all his redeemed, all

Doubtless so we shall. Whether dyiry
" young or old, whether departing aiter long
" service of Christ, or dy’'ng immediately after
! conversion as with the thief, of all the saints
,ghall it be said in the words of the text,
“#‘They shall aee his _face.” What more can
. apostles and martyrs enjoy ?
Do jou regret that your friends have de-
partea? Do you lament that wife, and hus-
, band, and child, and father, anc grandparent,
'harve all entered into their rest? Be not so
' unkind, 8o selfish to yourself, so ceuel tothem
Nay, rather, soldier of the cross, be thankful
!that auother has won the crown betore
Iy d do you prees f d to win it too.
! you, an you prees forwar
! Lite is but a moment: how short it will ap-
| pesar in eternity. Even here hope perceives it
‘1o be brief; and though impatience counts it
‘long, yet faith corrects her, and reminds her
i that one hour with God wiil make the long-
"est life to seem but a point of time, a8 mere
" nothing, a watch in the night, & thing that
' was and wes not, thzt has come and gone.
i So we will close nur sermon by observing
that they who ree his face already make only
< a part of the great '¢ they ” who shall see his
! face, for many of us here below are on the
{ way to the same teward, So many as have



