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already hâated more thaxi tbree yýars, and the end flot yet in sight.
This Prlamation wa a s followa:

"Whemmu, the Sonate of the United Statfs, devoutlv recog-
nizmng the gupreme authority and just governiment of Ahmiety
God in ail the affaire of men and of niations, ham by a resolution
requested the Preuidnt ta designate and set apart a day for
national prayer and1 humiliation; and

Whreres, it is the duty of nations a- weli as~ -f men to own
their dependence uT)on the overruling power of God, tu confes
their sin-c and tra'j-îgremaiori! in liunible sorrow, vet with assured
hope that genuine repentanee will lead tu inerry and pardon. and
to recognize the sublime truth, announceti in the Huoly Scriptures
and proven by aIl histýory. that those rations onlv are biessled
whose God im- the Lord:

And. insomuch as we knuw that b)y lis divine law nations,
like individuals, are subjected to punishrnents and chaetisements
in this world, May we flot justly fes.r that the awful calamity of
civil war which novi desolates the landi may bc but a punishment
inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of
our national reforniation as a whole )copie" We have been the
recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven; we have been pre-

* relthese maxti veurs ma pence andI prosperity; we have grovwn
in n'uxibers. wealth. and pover as no other nation bas ever grown.
But xve have forgotten Codi. We iave forgotten the gracIour,
biand whieb preserved us. ii, îwae and nmultiplied and enriched
andl strengfhened us, and we ha' e vainly iiagined, in the dccil-
fulness of our hearis, that ail these hlessings were praditeed by
?orne superier wisdoiin and virtue of o>ur own. liîto-,icated with
inhroken succesF, we hâv-e lWconie 1(x qelf-sufficent tu feel the
necesdsit:. of iedeeniung and prescrving gracc, too l)roud to pray to
the Go<I that made tis.

It l*-hooveg us, 'hen, tu humble ourselves hefore the offendeil
Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for cleznency an<I
forgi veness.

Now, therefoie, -Il coxupliance with the requst, and fully on-
eurring inx t le vicws of the Senate, 1 do by this zny proclamation
<lcsignate an(' set apat Thursday. the 3Otlî daY of April, 18C63, as
a day of national humiliation, fàsting, and praver. And 1 do
bereby request ali the pope te. abot.ain or that .day front their
ordinary pecular pursuita, and- to imite at. their several places of
publie worahip and theA. respective homes i keeping the da%
holy to the Lord anid devoted to the humble discharge of th(,
-eligious duties proper to that soleinr. occasion.

Ali this being done iii sincerity andI truth, ]et us thern re-st


