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physacal study of the earth furnishes a natural and necessary intro-
duction to the study of' distributions which is the largrest division
of the whole subject. But we mu 'st go to geology for information
as to, the real nature of the forms of the earth's surface. The
application of geology is gradually placing phy2lical geography
among the truc sciences. Living organic species have no more
surely bee. evolved from earlier types than have the present forms
cf the land been devetoped f rom pre-existing forms. This recog-
nition of streams of influence <romn past geological ages has a
salutary effect on the method of the geographer; it makes clear
to him that many apparently similar land-forms should b. clearly
duf1erentiated and others of unlike outward appearance should be
dlosely aoite.The lacustrine plain of southwestern Ontario,
the marine plain of the St. Lawrence and the old denuded plain of
Russia can only be finally and rigorously described by referring to
their difference of origin. Similarly, valicys of streamt erosion,
fault-troughs and glaciated valleys should flot be classiflcd together
simply on account of their possessing the common attribute of
being finear depressions. On the other hand, the Selkirk moun-
tains, the Laurentian highlands and the rolling plateau of Nova
Scotia, at first sight utterly dissimilar, are yet most fruit(ully

orae f under the one cIais of complex mountains at différent:
stages ini the process cf earth-sculpture. Repetition of types form
one of the most interesting characteristics cf thc new physical

gecrapygreatly aiding Uic memory and Uie understanding of
land-forms. Thus a thorough discussion of the fiords of Norway

tenderàusla intelligible and easily retainable ie the nimory the physi-
ogahy of thc ragg-ed ccasts of Grcenland, Labrador, Alaska,

New Zcaland and Patagonia; the fault-trough of the Rhine is
paralleled by the fault-trough of Palestine; the delicate topcgraphy

asoitdwith the vanishcd glacial lobes Mf North Americà, once
rconmued in this country as havieg that enigin, suggested ex-
planation for similar reliefs in Germany which have been mouldcd
i. sympathy with similar lobes.

A few indications of the influence of his physical surreundings
on the lifi of man werc given during Uic exhibition of lantern
alides. The geological history of Uic earth, the physical environ.


