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will be “ The Spaniard at Home,” “With
the Canadian Fisher Folk,” *“ Among the
Gypsies,” “ Hampton Court and Its
Memories,” “ The Royal Family of Den-
mark and the Danes,” “ Mary Stuart,
Queen of Hearts,” and articles by Prof.
Wallace, Prof. Antliff, Dr. Rose, Prof.
Paisley, Rev. A. Browning, and many
character studies, serial stories, mission-
ary articles, scientific papers, social and
religious topics, and the like,

The Magazine has been enlarged in
size, and by printing a considerable part
in smaller type, has been greatly in-
creased in capacity. It reports an in-
crease of 226 numbers in the half year
and a better outlook than it ever had
before. ~ Will you share its advantages
and help its prosperity ? Now is a
good time to subscribe. Only $1.00 for
the half year, or two or mcre copies
taken by schools only 80 cents

—

The Advance of the Sunday
School.

BY B. F. JACOBS, CHICAGO,

(This is a very telling reply to Mr,

Bok’s recent
schools,—Ed.)

L Growth in numbers., The Sunday-
schools reported by the International
S. 8. Association now number more than
150,000, with a membership of nearly
14,000,000 7The annual gain for tl»
three years ending June, '96, was 3,335
schools, with a total membership of
uearly 450,000, or an average of nine
schools and a membership of 1,200 for
each day. The increase since the date
mentioned is greater than for the pre-
vious years, This growth compares
favourably with the increase in popu-
lation, the attendance upon public
schools, and the gain in church member-
ship. Al classes are reached.

Il. ITmprovement in organization. One
of the Chicago daily papers, having ex-
amined the work of S. S. organizations
in Illinois, expressed the opinion that it
fully equalled the organization of either
of the political parties. The work is
divided into departments as follows :
(1) Department of organization. For
the study of the whole field and the in-
gathering of all who will come. The

detraction of Sunday-

work among the coloured people of the
South is a separate organization in each
State and county, but is under the
direction of the International Exccutive
Committee. (b) Department of instruc-
tion.  (¢) The Primary department or
council.  For the formation of primary
unions in cities and larger towns, 250
such unions now exist and the numbers
are rapidly increasing. (d) The Home
Class department. To reach and help
those who cannot or do not regularly
attend Sunday-school, including parents,
railroad, telegraph, telephone and street
car employees; travelling men when ab-
sent from home, the sick and infirm, and
it will soon include the army. (e) Con-
nected with the Home Department is the
house-to-house visitation that none may
be overlooked. (f) Many cities now
have union teachers’ meetings, held
weekly, conducted by able leaders and
attended by hundreds of teachers.
Great musical festivals are held in sev-
eral cities. Rally days are numerous,
and in some instances the enthusiasm
reaches the whole county. (g) At the
great assemblies, like Chautauqua, a
department of Sunday-school work is
maintained—these are multiplying. (h)
The American Sunday-school Union is
actively engaged, employing many work-
ers in the newer States and in the Ter-
ritories, in organizing new schools and
alding those already existing. (i) All
the larger denominations are extending
and improving their Sunday-school work,
employing hundreds of workers, organ-
izing new schools, helping old ones,
ho'ding conventions, institutes and con-
ferences, and one denomination has four
railroad cars used to orgamnize schools in
the newer portions of the country. (j)
Training schools. There is at Spring-
field, Massachusetts, a Bible Normal
College, specially to teach and train
Sunday-gchool workers, and at the North-
field and Chicago schools, of which Mr.
Moody is president, and at the Baptist
and Methodist training schools for
Christian workers, at Chicago, special
attention is given to Sunday-school
work, and this is also true of all the
great missionary organizations, of all
the national and State organizations of
Christian young people, and of the Wo-
men’s Christian Temperance Union.
Theological seminaries and academies
are giving prominence to Sunday-school
work,

III. Tmproved Sunday-schools. The
imprevement in the schools is evidenced
by better buildings, many erected for
this purpose, with suitable rooms for




